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| | Blow the Trumpet im Z:on, and ſound an Alarm in 
| my holy Mountasn Let all the Inhabitants of the|\ | 


Land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh, | 
| foratsy nigh at hand, ]oel 2. 1. | 
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READER: 
[\ Dax great, many, and frequent 
4 


Dangers, 'tis a Bleſſing to have 

rning given, and to take it :, for by 
theſe means, Evil may be prevented, 
This World is like a Wilderneſs, full of 
feery Serpents, and other hurtful things, 
which on all Sides, we are compaſſed a- 
bout, and can one go upon hot Coals, 
and his Feet not be burnt 2 Which 
ſhould put #s in mind of the Prophet's 
Byeſtion, Who can or ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings ? Which iz Hell 
ſhall be a Puniſhment for Sins com- 
mitted here, if ro! pardoned'in the way 
to Salvation, We have Emennes within 
and without : Our Heart is falſe, Cor- 
ruptions ſtrong, the World wicked, Tem- 
ptations common and powerful, the Dewil 
2s ſubtle, and Sin deceitful, which all 
fo reſiſt, we muſt Repent, Believe and 
Pray for converting, confirming and re- 
— ſtrain- 


To the Reader. 


ſtrainine (trace. This, Reader, zs my 
advice and warnine to you + You ſhall 
know more after the peruſal of the fol- 
lowing Sheets. Remember that with- 
out Repentance, no remiſſion of Sins, 
and as without Faith it 1s impoſlible 
to pleaſe God, {o without Holineſs, 
no Man ſhall fee the Lord. 


" --BRRITH 


Hey are very few, whereof the Firſt and 
T Fourth are mareria], which the Reader may 
be pleaſed to Corre& with 1 Pen. 

In Page 5. line 8. inſtead of care nor, read take 
eare, Page 17. line 21. read plaiſter, for plaiſtering, 
Page 56. line 2. friend!y for friend, Page 64. laſt 
line aſſoon for allo, Page 79. line 17. for War, 
read Warrant, Page 104. line 9. for earth read land. 
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like a Trumpet, and ſhew my people 
their Tranfereſſions, and the houſe of 
Facob their Sins: Theſe are the Words 
of Eternal and Almighty God to a great Pco- 
pher, who was confiderable not ſo much for his 
extraordinary Parts and Royal Extraction (for he 
was the Son of Amos, Brother to Azariah King of 
Judah) as for the Excellency of the ſignal Viſions 
and Revelations, which the Lord was pleaſed ro 
honour him with ; and ke being dead yer ſpeak- 
etn to us. Seeing all God's Actions are fo wiſe, 
and fo juft, we mnſt conceive ſuch an cxpreſs and 
ev Order not to be given withour a weighty 
-aute, for God never in vain employs lis Ser- 
yants, nor indeed none of his Creatures, which 
are all | s Servants. 
B The 


RY aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy worce Iſai.;3 1: 


The T, rumpet in S10n. 


Ti: Occation of this Commiſſion and Com- 
mand to the Propher, was at that time a Compli- 
carion of Sins among the People, whereot Hypo- 
crily and want of Charity were {ome of the chiet : 
bur chough by their ſhews of Piety,as [eekingGod 
daily, drawing near unto him, Faſting, &c. they 
inpoled upon Men,yer could not do fo upon God, 
who will have his Prophet with diligence and ſe- 
verity to reprove Sinners for their dns, though 
for tome, more ſharply than for others. As for 
me, tho I be no Propher, nor Son of a Propher, 
yet I thank God, Prophets are no ſtrangers to 
me, for I daily am conyerfant with Prophets and 
with Apoſtles roo, out of whole Writings, after 
ſeveral worthy Perſons, whole heart God hath 
{ſtirred up to appear againſt the great and many 
Sins of the Times, as 'tis every one's Duty 1n his 
{tation to do, I hope I may give in my Evidence : 
*'Tis a great Work that requires many hands, 
Mz:ltorum manibus, grande levatur ons. Some- 
times God makes ule of teveral inſtruments, 1in- 
pea ible in themſelves, in different ways to 

carry On his works,tho all be tending to the lame 
end ; and although rhrough the perverſeneſs of 
dens hearts, the Efect doth not always anſwer 
che Dehgrn, yer zwey ſhall know, that there hath 
been, f nor a Prophct amon2 them, yet an Admo- 
who hath given warning, May the Lord 
bc vleaſed to blels wich {ucceis, the weak Endea- 
VUurs Gi all thar are defirous to promote his ho- 
nOur and {ervice with the good of Souls, and ro 
etiurge the kingdom of Chriſt, in a time when 
we ice the $:rs of all Ages, of all Nations and 1n 
all finds, more and more dilcovered an{ praftifed 
amvog 's3 From the fole if the Foot unto the head, 
as the ſame Lropher CoM plains of, here the Diſeaſe 
is become Epidemic dd ns £15 yery frequent, 
:{ ict eo:tional The 
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The houſe of I/rae! wanted being told of their 
Sins, ſo doth Er2/and, th) ro!d often, bur who 
can tell rhe number, diverltity, and frequency of 
them? However, I by the grace of God, thall 
endeavour to run over the molt palpable and con- 
ſpicuous : I ſhall ſpeak fir{t of the Sins, after of 
the Puniſhments, according to God's threatning, 
due and inflicted for them. The Sins are of two 
getieral Kinds, ſome in Doctrine, others in Pra- 


tice, otherwite called Error and Vice. Errors 
'1n Judgment are uſually followed by thoſe in Pra- 


\ (tile. 


As vin 1s extended over every Faculty of the 


- Soul and Member of the Body, to there are Sins 


ſeated in the Mind as well as there are in the 
Heart, as indeed without a ſound Mind, the 
Heart can hardly be Sound : When the Soul's Eye 
is blind, how great muſt her darkneſs be ? - The 
miſtakes of the Underſtanding, which commonly 
from the Latin word are named Error, are by the 
Greeks called Hereſie, reiating ro Religious Mar- 
rers, Which is a diviſion in the Church cauſed by 


ſome erroneous Opinion againſt the Fundamentals 
of Religion : And rho all ſuch be bad enough, yer 


Jome there are worſe then others, according as 


they more or leſs ſtrike at the Roor of Chriſtian 


Religion: Thoſe Paul calls perverſe things, and 


Dotrine; of Devils, and Peter, Damaable Herefies, 4 5 


Now there is in England, too many of rthole as 2 Fm 41 


firike ar the very Foundation of our toly Reli- > pe; 2. jt 


gion. 


Firſt, Here are Atheiſts, not that properly 
ſpeaking any can be ſuch, for there is no Man 1 
the World, but ar one time or other, hath vith- 
In himlelf convictions that there 15 a God, for 


juch a degree of Knowledge is naturally in Men : 
B 2 Hence 


4 The Trumpet in Sion. 


Hence it is that there was never in the World fo 
Barbarian and Ignorant a Nation, but owned and 
worſhipped ſome Divinity or other ; for *ris only 
Pj.14.1! the fool that ſaith in his heart there ts no God, yet 
he is not ſuch a Fool as to publiſh it, for he da- 
reth not for ſhame, but ſaith it in his Heart, 
where againſt the Light of Nature and Teſtimo- _ 
ny of Conſiciefice, he would ſmother the ſenſe of 
2 Godhead, becauſe he wiſhes it, Bur the Atherts 
I mean, are thoſe who ſpeak and live as if there _ 
was no God, and theſe I may well call worſe | 
then David's Fool, for they blunder our Atheiſti- © 


mouſly, ſtriking if not at the Being, yer at his 
Artributes, Works, Word and Providence, expreſs 
it in their Diſcourſes and Coverſation, and ſome 
in their Writings, whereby they ſeduce and cor- 
rupt the Judgment of ſome, influence the Weak, 
and give a great Scandal to thoſe who fear God 
and have an awful reverence for his Holy Name, 
when they happen to hear them 1o their Atheiſti- 
cal fits. This 1s a preſumpruous and defying Sin, 
which among us too many are guilty of ; ſuch 


School of Vawninus and of ſuch abominable W ret-- 
ches; for he who owns not the true God, and 
_ hath nor the right Notion of and due Reverence _ . 
for him, 15s as it he believed no God, This is fo 
odtous and ſhameful, thar Men take it as a great 
Injury to be call'd Arhei/ts, and rho rhe rhing be 
really 1 them, yet hare to be call'd by its Name; 
and we have cauſe ro remember, how becauſe 
the Title of a Bill was againſt Atheiſm.Cc. great 
exceptions were taken againſt jr, as of a great 
ftain upon rhe Nation, that we thereby ſhould de- 
cigre to Foreign Copntries hovs we have Athests | 
| among 


cal words,indirectly hinting that there is no God * 4 
Giddily, Impiouſly, Prophanely and Blaſphe- ! 


reach the way ro Hell, and were taught in the | | 


£ 
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among us, which is too true, tho ſome, whom 
there is cauſe to ſuſpect ro be ſuch, would nor 
have it ſaid : Bur I would have luch ro anſwer 
me one queſtion, Which of theſe rwo brings a 
greater Scandal and Reproach to Enpland, either 
not to forbear ſaying we have Atheiſts when we 
have, and not to puniſh them, or elle ro own the 
Trath, that we have ſome, bur7Cife ws to re- 


ſtrain and puniſh them 2 Davzd declareth, that P/: 53.1. 


where abominable Iniquiry is commitred *and no 
regard had to Virtue or Vice, there is no God, 

Next we have the Deiſts, whoſe Religion con- 
fiſts only in acknowledging one God, and think 
that is enough to be Saved : Who tho they own 
a God, yet fancy him to be other then he 1s, and 
to act otherwiſe then he doth; they «re for a 
Natural Religiun without and againſt Revealed, 
they think all Religions ro be equal, and thar a- 
ny one 15 at liberty to chuſe which he pleaſes,and 
that he may be ſaved in any. 

Tdolatry 1s another Sin of the Natjon; I mean 
not only the Spiritual one of thoſe wheſe God is 
their Riches, Honour, Plealures, and their Belly, 


| bur grots and material Idolarry of thole who be- 
| lieve Religious Worſhip ro be due to the Crea- 
| ture, and actually render it, 7nd in too many 


Places rhere are too many Books that juſtifie ir, 
I thank God, Proteſtants here are not of that Q- 
pinion, bur Papiſt» are, own and praCtitc it ; and 
that Abomination is 1n the fight of all ſtill com- 
mirted in rhe Land, which is thereby defiled. 
Priefts, contrary to Laws, do every where, even 
out of Foreign Parts fwarm 25 much as ever, Pa- 
piſts are as free as can be, whilſt poor Proteſtants 
againſt the Laws of their Country,are barbarouſly 
Periecuted in Popiſh Dominions ; yer one would 


think we might ſomewhar better their Cor;- 


dition 


To Docfor 
Connor, 


The Trumpet in Sion. 


dition with rhreatning here Papsſts with the like 
Ulage, I ſtall not ſay as to Liberties and Lives, 
(for our Religion, like theirs,doth not bind us to be 
Sanguinary) bur as ro Eſtates and Fortunes ; with 
our NegleCting to take the ſame care to Defend 
our Religion, as they do to Promote theirs, we 
ſeem to intimate that theirs is better than ours ; 
bur if we, whoſoever we are, under the Notion 
that we are not Perſecutors, be aſhamed of Chriſt 
and of his Cauſe, in his due time he will be a- 
ſhamed of and diſown us; I may ſay, I remem- 
ber the time when here 1t was nor fo. Is 1t not 
the height of 1impudence for Popiſh Prieſts to go 
(as of late they have done) to dying Men, after 
they by Proteſtant Miniſters had been prepared 
for Deat:;, ro diſquiet them, and not give over 
till they had made them do what upon ſuch occa- 
fions :5 uſual for Papiſts; yer this hath been win- 
ked art, no inquiry made, no examination taken 
againſt thoſe who ſo notoriouſly break rhe Laws 
of the Land. "The following Paper in French 
was on a Lord's Day, April 24. 1698. poſted up 
over the French Chapel door in St. Fames's, and 
other Places, in theſe words, Hereby netice 1 given, 
that in caſe a ar) French Refugee, be willing to go back 
anto France, there to abjure Herefie, he may addreſs 
himſelf to the French Amballador. and according to 
his Quality he ſirall be rewarded : By this beginning 
we may fee what we muſt expect from bis being 
here ; one would think ſuch things ſhould not be- 
long to his Inftructions or Commiition ; bur whar 
would they ſay if our Ambaſſador 1n Paris had 
attempted any thing of the like nature. Never 
till of late any Foreign Miniſter was allowed rwo 
FPopiſh Chapels, one Private for Himſelf and Fa- 
imily, which no Man will queſtion, and to the 


preat grief of many, another Publick ene, for 
all 
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all that have a mind to come to't, with Four or 
Five Prieſts belonging to it 3 and neither Legiſla- 
rive nor Executive Powers would take any notice 
of it ; but God will in his due time, and may be 
puniſh us by ſuch Snakes as we keep in our Bo- 
{om. | 
For theſe many years together, we have bad 
very near this City a Nunnery hitherto undiſturbed; 
and one more, near about the ſame diitance, bur 


another way, is a forming, or rather already fore 
' med. Another Maſs- Chapel in Town, is as much 
: frequented by hundreds art this time, as 1t was 
: When in the hands of Bencditine Fiiars. And 


now Prieſts to ſeduce People, as much as ever do 
transform themſelves into all ſhapes, and roo of- 
ten do prevail upon Servants, Prentices, and Ma- 
ſters roo : Yet by the Laws it is Trezſon to in- 
rice any one to be reconciled ro the Remuſh Church, 
as well as to be reconciled to't. Bar as yer ir 
doth not appear that any cflectual care hath-been 


'raken to hinder that great Evil, and to prevent 


OG hs ” 
.m.- Ml” 


this Venom of Popi/i Idolarry from ſpreading far- 
ther, to the Ruine and Deſtruction of precious 
Souls, the Scandal of Religion, and Shame of rke 
Nation. 

Blaſphemy, unhappily we have here : Socinians 


' Who would be called T'nzitarians, and others, have 


in every poſitble- way taken grear care to infect 


the Nation, and ſpread among us their Blaiphe- 


mous Opinions againſt rhe molt Holy Trirzty ; they 
are lo well known by their impious Ductrines and 
unwarrantable Practices to propagate them, that 
rhere 15 no need any longer to mention them here 


.In this Place, I's pity they have not been taken 


notice of in the way of Puniſhment, as in their 
prefumptuous Offences againſt God's Cauſe. Ano- 


Ther fort of Blaipkemers as execrable as can be, 
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do impiouſly ir their Ditcourſes ridicule the ada- 1 
rable Myſtery of the Incarnation, our Saviour's h 
Birth of a Virgin, the Holy Scripture, and the |] 
whole Chriſtian Religion, which they call Prieſt- al 
Craft, a Forgery of Melancholick Brains, and ni 
ſuch other abominable things, as makes one's or 
Hair ſtand on end. in 
Libertiniſm is here promoted by a Sect call'd © p!, 
Antinomians, who Believe, as it Men might go to. . of 
Heaven in the way to Hell, without Faith, Re- tp; 
pentance, and new Obedience ; thus no neceffity | {tr 
of good Works ; and all rhis becauſe we are faid | th; 
to be Saved thorough Grace, which is moſt True, :dc 
and indeed excludes Good Works from being the | rh 
meritorious Cauſe of Salvation, bur not from be- no 
ing means and way to it ; for he who created us th« 
without us, will not Save us withour us. Lhe 
Here is alſo a kind of Free-wifers, who di- Cr 
realy ftrike ar God's free Grace in Chrift, and I p! 
dare ſay, are as much againſt ir, as Socinzans are pf. 
againſt his Perſon. Sins againſt God's Juſtice, his car 
Truth and other Attributes are great, bur I look "Th 
upon Sin againſt his Grace, as one of the greateſt 'T'o 
and leſs pardonable. Its. 
Here we have a Monſtrous Sect call'd Qua-- gs t 
hers; Monſtrous I call it, for irs Doctrine is a fuf 
Rhaplody of Errors in ſeveral kinds ; they bave phe 
troubled the World with a number of idle Pam- &$ 
Pers, containing a confuſed heap of Spiritual we 
214 Natural Ignorance ; full of Nonfenfe, Pre- the! 
fumprtion, wreſting and miſapplying of Holy all, 
Scriprure, amd a meer racking of good Senle and Gof 
found Reaſon, which is able tro diſguſt any Ra- reck 
tonal Man from Reading them, as I confeſs, I foon Qrrj 
was; bur ſome who made it their Buſineſs ro Þ 
g0 throueh'y with them, bave therein found ſe-In rj 
veral Pernicious. Impioaus and Blaſphemous Te-Beg 
nets, 


The Trumpet in Sion, 


= . nets, drawn out of their Writings, which they 
have Publiſhed and fer their Names to't. This 
I may fay of Quakers, that to themlclves they 
- aſſume the Name of Chriſt:ans, but in my Opi- 
nion, without T'rue grounds: For they own no 
S other Chriſt, but htm. whom they tay to be with- 
..in them, whom they make ſpeak any thing they. 
d \pleale ; then they are nor Baprized in the Nam: 
o.,of Chriſt, whoſe Ordinances thev Reject and De - 
- | lpile, for they ow: no Sacraments, deny Mint 
y }ſtry by way of Office 1n the Church, which 15 
d (rhe Hoale of the God of Order; yet all Or- 
e, zder therein, bur what 1s of their own making, 
1C [they would deſtroy, and. condemn All thar are 
e- nor of their own Periuaiion , ulurping only to 
2s themſelves the name of God's Peopic ; withal, in 
their Worldly Concerns they are Cunning and 
1- Crafty, Buſie and Active, Thriving and Multt- 
1 plying, medling with many Things, with a Stock 
re of ready Money to lupply ticir ay” and 
11S Carry on their common Intereit in the World - 
pk The Government hath thought br to g1ve them a 
ſt Tolcration ; I wiſh thy do nor prove a Snake in 
Its Boom, for they are as dangerous to the State 
== gs to rhe Church. Certainly 'tis a prear ae r0 
a fuffer them to Diſhonour God rarough their Bla 
ve phemics, as 'uS 1n ane to dot. 
m- Heveral other Herefies and Errors in Dodrine 
ial we have here, hereof, | Ome are more, and o- 
e-thers leſs known, Who cin tell rhem all 2 Bur 
ly all, tho in ditterent Degrees, are contrary to 
nd Goſpel Truths ; and tho winked at, are ro be 
.2- reckoned among the finful Opinions and Do- 
on@rines in the Nation, 
to Bur as the Nation 18 infected with many Sits 
ſe-in the Mind, ſo 'tis full of others (cated in the 
fe-Blearr, whercin is the Sorin 0 Qf If anfut Prach- 
ets, $S SIN 
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{:s, Tor, faith our Bleſſed Sivinur, ont of the hear, 
precee. J evi/ thoughts, or Gefives. murihers, adulteric; ; P, 
fornications, thefts jaife witneſs, blaſphemies. Thi for - 
leads us 10 the = id Bran ch of the great and Sin, 
many oins of the Natim which cenfilt in Pra . the « 
CLICE ; and upon "this Head, with David I ma} tOO I 
lay, tho very thort of what the thing deſerves, TY b 
KRzvers of water Tun diwn mine eves, becauſe the) Bloo 
keep ot thy Law. they 
lie Sins properly [odged in the Heart, ar: **l 

Firft 175 pocrifie, a damnable Sit in this World, 
and accordivgly to be rewarded in that which is T9 
, [0 Cone 5 tor, there 15 p Pare for )YPOCr itcs, Who 
indecd can {OIMETLNCS (11 imble with and impoſe © #8 
up (019! I\icn, Du! NOT {0 Wit q God X The Hy PO: bu 

Cie 1S 0quint-cy'd, and thy he looks one way 
yct like the Waterman Row's towards a quire their 
contrary, Ir 1s bad upon all accounts 3 bur in Fi 
Matters of Religion, abominable, like the Pha- © * 
ri/ecs, as our Saviour with many a Hye tells them, Con 
they are like unto whited Sepulchres which indeed WE!" 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead $*'* 
mens bores, and of all uncleannefs 3 an ourward $10 
tbew'of Piety and Virtue , but in reality are no- fa 
og. leſs: They ſtrain at a Gnat and ſwallow a | 
C.irmel, and outwardly appear T1ghteous unto Men, but gx 
within aie full of typocrifie and iniquity. The Ro- © 
271.712 POCL could lay of ſuch, Quz Curios ſmmulant [ed d Ws: 


mou 


Bacct: anal. Ti vt. In {one things of rhe leaſt 10 * bp 
ment they would ſeem to be Pious and Conſcien- 8 
Cl 


OUS 3 they pay tithe of Mint, of Aniſe, and Cumin, d1 
but onut tie weighticr mM. eters of the Law; like the 84 
Fews, Who .upon the preparation day of the pals- | 
ONS: Weed Mot 20 11t0 the fJudoment- Hall, leſt they Us 

i'd be dotiled, bur made.no Conlcience to ſhed 


HOCOTTL Bo d, anc] 0 Cry QUT Crucife, Crucifie. 


Pride” 
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Pride and Vanity 1s another Sin of the Hearr, 
. for it proceedeth cut of it; of it I make but one Mark. 7. 
\ Sin, for a Proud Man is a Vain Man; Pride is 22+ 
' the Sin of the Devil, and of our Firit Parents.now 
too natural with many among us, who look ve- 
. Ty big upon others, as it they were not Fleſh, 
. BlooJ and Corruption, as well as other Men,yer 
they are not made of a Matter of a diftercnt na- 
tire of whar others are ; they came 1nto rhe 
Vorld like other Men, ſhall Dis: and be a Pa- 
 Kure for Worms as weil as others, Some are 
, 7 of their Riches, which, 25 Solomon faith, Prov. 23. 
© Certain! they make themſe/oes wings and fly away as 5: 
41 Eagle ;others are proud of thetr Honours, which 
'ÞÞ a ſhort time are laid in the Duſt ; others of 


” their Plealur2s, for they have all that Heart can 


: Wiſh, ſo had Be/ſhaxzar in the grear Feaſt he made 

_ to a Thouſand of his Lords, to his Wives and 
Concubines ; bur in the ſame Hour came forth fin- D@7. 5. 

F ger's of a Man's hand, and wrote over apainſi the $. 6. 

4 C:1:dleſi ich npon the plaiſterirs of the Wall of the 

1 Kings Palace, Then the King's countenance ws 

. Eanped, and his. thoughts troubled him, fo that the 

; Joints of his loins were loojed, and his knees ſinote 91s 

of oa anotier, and in that nizhe was the King ſlain. 33 ' | 

):hers are proud of their Parts, as Wit, Learn- 2 © ©. 

; Ig, Te. for knowledge prffeth «7; for want of knows * 

. yg themſelves, thole parts they prophane, aud 

make a wrong uſe of: Others are proud of 

their Strength, Comlineſs, Beauty, and tuch Bo- 

' Gly Endowments ; bur ro all ſuch, the Apoſtle 
faith, What beſt thou that thou didſt mt receine © 

Ab p if than aidit r-Cerve it, W327 aſt £1107 $97 ts 
of thou hadjt nt received it * Be thankful for 
What thou bafſt received, and Glory NOt 1h 1hy 

bf or in thine ow. Shame. but ny 722 the Le 2 #afa 

= Iride is a Sin oGiois to. Go aud Man, whe! 


, 
”y *. F T3... 
(_ _ Tie 


+ i 
* 7 
< oy 
» 4 
4 2 
4 bY 
e F 
po { 
i; 
9 38 
Pr 
: * 
W 54 
* 
> 
7Y 
3 
Y 
"i; 
, i 
is 4 
$ 
is 

: 

76 
fs 
4 
> 
Ya 

"x 
an 
- (Ws 


+ 4 
a; 
Ws 
%: 


Mac , vw 3 _ 
< gs TS WT >. 8 


*q al £7*VY 

a2 = IM. o 4 

> mw Aa 

>” 4 aſe” Sb® * : : Lag 


= hq: "1 
—, - om 
Ons” pee aig; 
- = nn Aa " 


Ia:. 


th: Trumpct 112 v1ON. 
none Was ever the beiter, buz many have been 
the worle for. The fear of the Lord x to hate evil, 


pride and arrogancy, &c. vaith the Son of God, 


_ under the name of Wildom; and when Pride 


cometh then cometh Shame; it allo goes be- 


fore deſtruition. Theretore faith the Propher, 


The prid: of thine heart hath deceived thee, not only 


to Moab, bur allo ro every one that 1s proud ; 
for Ged, who is Juſt, plentifully rewardeth the 


proud doer. And we have the teltimony of Two 
Apoitles for this Truth, that God reſiſteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Certainly 
that Sin ſhail nor go unpuniſhed. 

Fanity doth conftantily attend Pride: Proud 
People are vain, and fomerimes extravagant in 
their Food, Apparel, Diſcourſes, Expences, and 
whole Carriage 3 ris. a Fume which from the 
Heart flies up into the Head, and makes thoſe 
who tnerewith are afficted, Giddy, Odious, and 
Ridiculous to a {tander by : and as rhis is their 
weak part, ſo by the diſcovery they make of it, 
they lic open to the Attempts of all that to hu- 
mour them, wall flatter them in their Vanity. 
Hexekiab's vain Glory in ſhewing the King of Ba- 
by/on's Ambatiador all his Treatures, was molt {c- 
verely puniſhed, and by the grievonineſs of the 
pPuUniibment (for all thoſe things were afterwards 
Cart ted to Ba'ylon ) 't1s demonitratred how much 

104 Aoth Hate and Derteſt Pride ana vain Glo- 
Y, 

trom Pride and Vanity flows Idleneſs, the Mo- 
rher:of ViCes, tor O74 dat 447i, A proud and 
vain Man thinks it ro be below himſelt tro do any 
ting, Iornerth to ſer his hand abour any Work ; 
Winch he weuld Took upon as a difparagement 
nt Ita If; rather Steat, ob, Cheat, and 
Carve than to Werk, bing :ntoxicared with a 

| Caimericat 
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Chimerical Opinion of Abilities, Merits, Birth, 
and Quality : Hence it 1s, that often we lee le- 
veral to milcarry in what they undertake, becaule 
they take it to be beneath them. Pride and 
Idlenets we find reckoned among the vins of abo- 


minable Sodom, for, Behold, this was the iniquity Ezek. 16, 
of thy Siſter Sodom, Pride, fulncſs of Bread, and 49- 


abundance of Idicneſs was in ber, and in ber Daugh- 

ters. Her terrible puniſhment ſhould make eve- 

ry one tremble that 1s partaker of her Sins. 
Under this Head of Idleneſs, tome things I 


; may reduce, which being nor evil in theilelves, 


and moderately uled,may well enough be allowed, 
chiefly when there is with it a Bodily Exercite ; 
bur when abuſed, become evil by accidenr, as 
when there is too much Coſt and lime beftow'd 
upon't: Such are Play-houſes when roo often tre- 
quented ; (ſuppoie the Srages were Chaſte an 
Pure, as they are not ) Whar Excels is it to give 
fo much Money to a French Dancer, to an [1a- 
[an Singer, who when they are full of Money, 
will go home and Laugh ar us for it: I can ne- 


yer forget what once I heard Hariequin ( give me 


leave to name him,) ſay upon the Stage, having 
faid ſomething which made all People Laugh ; 
he added, Who hath caule ro Laugh, you, who 
part with your Money, or I who ger it? Such 
alſo are ſlo many Lotterzes, which atlord occaſi- 
on of much Cheating and Tricking, whereby 
greedinels of Getting, and fomething of Infarua- 
tion, ſqueeze our of Peoples Purſes thar Money 
which might be better beſtowed upon their ne- 
celſary occalions. Such are allv Races, upon 
which ſome loſe ſometimes Hundreds, nay Thou 
fands of Pounds, belides Charges they are ar in 
keeping their Horſes, when they will deny a 
poor Pcrlon One Peny ask'd for Gou's and for 
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Chriſt's ſake, ro keep them trom Starving ; and 
2 Crediror One Shiling, rowaras Paymenr of Debr. 
Is not this a Sin, and a great One too ? I ſhall 
but name Hunting, Hawking, Courling, &c. 
which, tho indifferent and tolerable enough in 
themlelves, yer when roo much time, which 
might berter be beſtowed, is ſpent upon't, become 
tintul : Adxm's Fable ſuggeſts that when that 
Sport gurs beyond the bounds of a Bodily Exer- 
cile, and of a neceſſary Recreation, and be- 
Comes a Violent and unlatiable Paftion, he that is 
poſſetled wirh ir, 1s ſometimes ruin'd, and caten 
up by his Dogs, which Sport leads him to ſee 
naked Nymphs, which haſten his DeitruCtion : 
And to tpeak rhe belt of it, I with Men to conſi- 
der how Diana'the Hunting Queen was Chaſte, 
bur Barren, fo produced nothing, 

Covetouſneſs well call'd Ido/atry in Scripture, for 
Riches are the Coverons Man's Idol God. and at- 
\o the rot of all evil; for the love of Money puts 


| Men and Wotnen upon all wicked Defigns and 


Amwemprs : H-nce ſpring Injuſtice, not ro pay 
Debrs and give every one their own, Violence, Op- 
pretiion, Extortion, Cheats ;1n few words, 'tis the 
breach of the whole Law: The Covetous like 
the Swine, doth much harm, bur no body good 
till he be dead ; he is the wicked and unprofita- 
ble Servant, who burieth rhe Lalent, and with 
it doth others no good nor himſelf neither, for as 
he deprives them of their due, fo he denies him- 
i-if nor only Conveniencies, bur alſo Necefla- 
ries. We have ſome who accumulare Sins, for 
they are bath Proud and Coverons : Some- 
times Men will bear with ones Pride 1f he be 


Hioeral 3 and with his Coveroufſneſs if he be Ci-. 


wv % 
v 


1 and Meek : Bur he who 1s both Pron:} and 
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The Vice oppoſite to that, namely Prodi/ga!;- 
ty, 1S allo ſeated in the Heart, which might teen 
a Paradox, as is to tave contrary things lodged 
in one and the {ame Subject, were it not that in 


' the Hearr are ſo many places, ſeveral windings 


and turnings. This Sin I look upon as a branch 
or efte&t of Pride and Vanity, for our of this 


* Principle, and for the end of being ſeen and ap- 

plauded by Men, fone are prctule, and unnc* 
* ceflarily beſtow Colts upon ther Laſts, ©c. Ma- 
' ny more Sins there are in the Heart, as all inor- 
- dinate Aﬀections which come under what Philo- 


fophers call Apperites, either zraſcible or concu- 
piſcible, which 1 ſhall omir ſpeaking of, thar I 
may come ro vins in practice, which the Nation 


1s fomuch Aﬀected Infected,and Overgrown with, 


ro the Diſhonour of God, wrong and prejudice- 
of the Neighbours, Shame and Intamy of the 


Guilty : Hinc dolor hinc lachryme : Where ſhall I 
-begin, and how ſhall I make an end ? there be- 


ing {uch a number and variety of them. 
Abour Sins in Pra&:ce, I ſhall begin with thoſe 


Avhich directly are levelld againit GOD ; to 


Nall follow with thoie that allo are (bur indire- 
Etly) againſt GOD; for one way or other, every 
Sin is againit GOD, bur immediately againtt 
Men, and deſtructive to Human Society : Bur as 
this would prove a long Task, I ſhail mention 
only the moſt Common and Notorious. And 
Firſt, We have roo many of thole who would 
ridicule Grace, and, thinking it to be a piece of 
Wi, Impiouſly and Prophanely to carp at God's 
Word and Works, and in their Diſcourles, as well 


as in their Lives, ro make a mock ar Sin. Bur 


Who are thole ? not the Viie, except it be in 
their own Corceit ; bur Fools, for long ago, by 
$o/-mon's Pen,Gadhath proclaimed thera for {uch, 
WRT 
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when he laid Fools mat? a mock at Sin; now 
in So/eminng's and David's file, the Fool 1s the 
Wicked Man, who at the latter end, ſhall appear 
to be the preateſt Fool of all: No jeſting with 
Holy Things, nor with God, who wil net be 
mockt ; and Men who believe otherwiſe are much 
deceived ; and if their Conſcience tells them not 
before, hall ar laft find the y were 10. 
Sabbath-breaking 15 one of the Chiet and Epide- 
mical Sins of the Nation : Every one that can 
read Scripture may know how {trict and levere 
God was againſt Sabbath-breakers 3 by his imme- 
diare Coimmand they were ( (a) ſtoned wo Qeath, I he 
holy Obſervation of that day,was whar he moſtly 
required of that People, not only now and then, 
here and rhere, bur he made it the Fourth Com- 
mandmenr of the firſt Table of the Law ; greatly 
complain'd of the breach rhcreot, and ſeverely 
punith'd it upon Perſons, and the whole Nation, 
There is the fame reaſon for the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, in Scripture call'd rhe (b) Lord's: Day 3 and le- 
veral breakers thercof, God hath 1n the Chriſtian 
Church made Examples of his Judgments. A great 
one we had in this Nation, of that Prince, who at 


ſeveral rimcs, having with Stage-Plays polluted the | 


Lord's-Day, and by means of a Book of Sports, 


allowed and encouraged others to do ſo, was out - 


of the ſame Place where he had ſeen them acted, 
broughr upon the Scattold, where he loſt his Lite. 
I do nor pretend ro dive into the ſecrer Cauſes of 
God's Judgments, bur I mult rake notice how the 
Circumſtance of the Place is very remarkable, 
and we may be allowed ro ſay how upon that 
Ground, as well as upon others, (c) God 7s terri- 


ble to the Kings of the Earth, This is Martcr of 8. 


Fact : Tho in his Son's Reign Piety was little re- 
garded, yet then we ſaw Acts of Parliament for 
the 


UP; 


of 
re- 
for 
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the better Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, to 
cone out ; bur now 'tis thought not ro be worth 


looking after : in (4) one of thoſe Acts, the Sale of 


any Wares, Merchandizes, Fruits, Herbs, Goods or 
Chattels whatſoever, upom the Lord's Day, or any 
part thereof, was forbidden, upon pain that every 
Perſon ſo offending, ſhall forfeit the ſame Goods ſo 
cryed, or ſhewed forth,or expoſed to ſale. Sabbaths 
were never more prophan'd then of late and now : 
"The generality of People make Play and Sport 


Days of them, On that day we ſee Markets ſer 


up in many Places, Children publickly ar play ; 
Taverns, Alehuuſes, Coftee and Chocolare-Houles 
doors open and full of People: and thoſe Beaſts, 
which in the 4th Precepr God had a regard to, 
muſt not reſt upon that day, though upon every 
other in the Week, they labour with all imagina» 


I7 


(d)That of 
29 Ch.Il. 


1677. 


ble hardneſs,which is a Cruelty, for (e) 4 righteous (e) Prov. 


man repardeth the /ife of his beaſt. Yer hel 
be for the Service of many Sabbath-breakers : 
When tht Drunkard is ſo fuddled that he with- 
iy Reeling and Staggering cannot go, he muſt 
have a Coach to carry him home. We have bur 
one true Chriſtian Holy-day, which onght to be 
employ'd only for Holy uſes. He who makes no 


\Conſcience ro break the Lord's Holiday, will 


make no Scruple of breaking any of the Ten 


mancdenenc ; and he who delights ro ob- 
2 


rve it, Will uſe his Authority ro make others ob- 
ſerve it roo, *Tis ſtrange, yer rrue, that ſome 
Who in the Church have been and till are moſt 
fond after the reading of every Commandmenr, 
f the fourth as well as of every one elle, ro fay. 
& have merey upon us, and incline our hearts to 
trep thi law, ſuch as Pock/ingron, Heylin, and the 
higheſt Church-men, in their Writings, Sermons, 
&:d Diſcourſes, declared much gainft rhe Mo- 
D rality 
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rality of the Sabbath or Lord's- Day, how then 
can they pray tO God to incline their Heart tv 
keep a Law which they believe and profeſs to be 
abrogated ? Bur if herein one was to conlult 
with Man's Opinion, beſides the Judgment of te- 
veral Divines.that of the good Pious and Learned 
James Tſſzer Primare of Ireland, 1s with me of 
preater weight then the Authority of all Antz- 
Sabbathariaris, and all knovv how much 1n his 
judgment and practice, he was for .the ftrict ob- 
Iervation of the Lord's Day, One thing more, 
though by the by, and not to my prelent purpole, 
I (hall obferve our of the Words, Incline our 
Hearts to keep this Law, it appears how the O- 
pinion of thoſe who compiled the Common- 
Prayer Book and appointed theſe words to be 
taid after every Precept, was, that Men cannot 
incline their Hearts to Keep God's Law, but muſt 
pray to God ro dot, and conlequently that to be- 
tieve and wbey, doth nor depend upon Man's W1ll, 
bur upon God's working upon and inclining it. 

There is another crying Sin in the Nation, 
which hath leveral branches, as Lyzng, Swearing, 
Curſing, and Perjury, We bave a ſorr of People 
who in this kind offend in the leaſt Degree, yer 


thereby contract a Guilt upon themſelves ; out of | 


an 1ll Habit and Cuſtom, upon moſt or any 
trivial account, ſaying, O Lord, O God, which 
1s to take that Holy Name in vain, and a Breach 


of the Third Commar:dment: Bur others wore, 


impiouſly rake the Lord by his Bloud, Wounds, 


©c. and ſwear by the Creatures ; "tis abomina- + 


ble ſometimes to hear in the Streets, Children of 


Eight and Ten years ol] and upwards, ro Curie 
and Damn themſelves and others, which ought to © 


be rhe Care of Parcnts ro prevent 3 a horrid Sin ; 


=; q . : ; 
Cod hath figen nia Tonznere Blois rot ro Curie ? 
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him, nor our Neighbour, or our ſclves, yet fome, 
as foon as they are able to ſpeak, rap our Qarhs. 
A Cuite in God's Name never falls withour an 


Eff: either againſt the Curſer or Curſed. Thar 


abominable Sin of Perjury, and Swearing falfly in 
God's Name is roo common. Feorſwearing, Cove. 
nant-breaking and Burning, are {0 griev ous A Sin, 
as that in every judgment we undergo, we may 
therein fee a Grain of it, as the Jews did in theirs, 
in relation 40 the Golden Calf. 

The Sin of Uncleanneſs is Loud and Epidenii- 
cal in its leveral branches of Fornication and A- 
dultery ; and there 1s too inuch cauſe ro name 
Inceſt and Sodomy, for which the Earth aftords no 
ſufficient Puniſhinent ; therefore, in Fire and 
Brimſtone, God, as it were, rained down Hell 
from Heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah. Unclean- 
neſs is among People of all Conditions, Apes, and 
Kinds, now as common, frequent, and publick, 
as between Dogs and Bitches, withour Curb and 
Reſtraint put upon't, fo that Whoredom 1s cer- 
tainly one of the Maſter Sins of the Nation : Bawdav- 
Houtes arc tolerated, and, even in high Places, 
want no Advocates to ſpeak for them ; ar any 
time, ſpecia'ly rowards the Evening, one can 


hardly go up and down the Street but he mec:s 


with Inticements and Temptations : Sometunes 
an honeſt Woman, who goes abour her neceſlary 
Þuſincſs, can hardly pals ſafely and undiſturbed 
through the Streets; and fome of that Sex that 
proſtitute themlelycs, in ſome rinies of the Night 

walk in their Meeting-places, and wander up and 
down the Streets, when Br:idew:!! thyuls! be E41ed 
with them. Bur we muſt leave this althy Subject, 
which deftiles Thoughts, Tongue, : and Pon, ard 
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and only give a Hint of an idle Vanity of ſome 
Men and Women, who in order to pleaſe others, 
ro excite Luſt, and fatisfie their Corrupt Inclina- 
rions, do ſtand or fir whole Hours before a Louk- 
ing Glaſs, there ro admire themſelves, like ſo 
mary Narciſſus in love with their Faces. I can- 
not blame Men or Women for ſeeing every thing 
abont them to be well, decently, and cleanly, 
but far from this neceſlary Care are the toppiſh 
and vain Auire and meer Trinkets, 'as Patches, 
Painting, &©c, roo much uſed by ſome for ull 
ends. 

Concerning this Head, before I leave ir off, I 
muſt farther take notice, how there are roo many 


kinds of Houſes ſubſervient to this Sin, as firſt 


Bawdy-Houſes, kept up meerly for that purpoſe, 
or Stews, by Her'y VIII. for ever forbidden 1n 
England. *'Tis a great ſhame that in a Chriſtian 
Stare Reformed, or pretending, from the abuſes 
of the Romniſh Church, in Doctrine and Practices, 
ſuch Places ſhould be known and ſuffered: We 


Proteſtants ſay, and *tis very true, that the Pope , 


and rhoſe under him in Rome, receive Money for 
rolerating ſuch Wickedneſles, under the prerence, 
that 'tis ro avoid a more horrid Yin, as if Ged 
had allowed to chnſe and exchange Sins, and fo 
diipenſed Men from the ſtrict Obſervation of his 
I.aw : And I am afraid, here we have ſome who 
apainſt their Duty and Ozth, rake Fees nor to 
diſturb thoſe Infamous Places. Here allo are 
ſome Places which we may call Game-Houles, 
where are play'd more th2n one ſort of Game, to 
the Ruine of the Souls of {oime, Young and Old, 
and Laviſhine the Eftates of others, and this by 
ch Perions, as the Land ſhould vemir our inta 
thojr own! Allo there are Chocolate Houſes with 
7-6 Rooms, which 1thuvgh frequented by 

om? 
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ſome Perſons of Honour and Virtue, yer are look'd 
upon as meeting Places tor Vice, Idlenels, Cor- 
rupt Diſcourſes, and other ſinful Practices. And 
we hear, of late are ſprung out of Hell, Houſes 

| for the execrable Seed of Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
who could have believed it ? 

Drunkenneſs isa great and common Sin, which 
deprives Men of the uſe of Reaſon, and makes 
them, I ſhall nor ſay like unto, but worle then 

*Beafts, which, do what you can, you are never 
able ro make to drink, 1t they -be nor thirſty : 
'The uſe of Liquor is to quench one's Thirſt, bur 
When tis abuſed, through God's Judgment, ir 
tauſes a contrary Effect, fot it inflames and makes 
one drier and drier. The Lacedemonians, to 
tnake that Vice odious to their Children, made 
their Slaves Drunk, and then expoſed them ro 
their ſight: And Lyeurgss being asked, why in his 
Laws he had appointed no puniſhment for Drun- 
kards ? ſaid, Drunkenneſs carraes its puniſhment a= 
hs with it ; the Head-ake, the Pain 1n the Sto= 
Mach, violent Vomiting, Inflammation of the 
Blood, with many other Symptoms thar atrend ir, 

o ſufficiently demonſtrate its Malignity : And if 
« Drunken Man could Eur well fee his du'l or 
Wandering Eyes, the rerineſs or palenels of his 
Pace, his wry Mouth, Crabbed Looks, ſmell the 
$rink of whar comes up out of his Stomach, as our 
of a Dog's, and hear the Stammerings and Stut- 
terings of his Tongue, perceive his Reeling and 
Saggerings, in a word, how much ke looks like 
& ſtinking and a filly Foul, he would be aſhamed 
 himfclt and of his Vice 3 befades the danger of 
reaking tis Neck, or ſome Limb, when he is 
Drunk, oc doing bimtelf and others fome Mil- 
@ief when his Drink turns into Fury and Mad- 


F2 


1s, as we daily have a ſad Experience of it, and 
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'Tis roo Uſual with ſome; or elle being tumbled | 

into a Feaver or {ome Juch violent Diſtemper, 

or at lai{t being beſotred, for continual Drinking ) 

drowns whar good natural Parts a Man may hap- ; 

pen to have either by Nature or acquired by , 

(a) Prov. Labour and Induſtry. (a) Who hath wo? io _ 

23- 29:39, path ſorrow ? ſaith the Wiſe man, Po hath cor _ 

12% tention? who hath babbling? who hath wounds with. | 

out cauſe? who hath redneſs cf eyes; He anlwers, ; 

They that tarry long at the Wine ; They that go to. fi 

ſeek mixt wine. His advice followeth, Look net 7 | 
thou upon the wine when 1t 1s red, when it giveth _ 

its colour in the cup, when it moveth it ſelf aright ; | | 

ar the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ftingeth like * |, 

an Adder. Thele are the Ettects of Drunkennels, | , 

yet ſome are {o infatuated as to delight in tuddling | q. 

themlelves and others: Againſt ſuch the Prophet © pq 

prononnces a {b}}”o unto him that giveth his neigh 

bour diink,, that putteſt his bottle to him, and ma- \ th 

keſt him drunken alſo. There muſt be a Venom | q; 

in the Fruit, when abuſed, which we may pei-'; th 

ceive in the Tree that produces it, Which 1s good 4 £4 

for nothing elle but to be burnt, for God faith =Y 
{t by rhe Pr opher. lc) Son of man, what 1s tir Þ 

'c) Exek. I'ine tree mire then ary tree? Shall wood be takin 

- 233-4 thereof to do ans works or will men take a pin of i: | qc 

to hang any veſſel thereon. Behold it u caff into ti! Wy 

fire for fewel, the fire devoureth both the ends of it ? k 

and the middle of it u burnt : 1 it meet for any wor | Gy 

No ; and Experience thews, it is of no ule, onlj. Rj 

for the fire. Now Drunkennels 1s a Mother-{1i ! ang 

for it caules many others, and indeed can produc: 2; \ 

any other, as Nah and Lot can witnets. Vt: muy 

read of one who when he was Sober, being aske: F 


which of theſe three things he would chule,ceube #ryr 


, 


(>) Hav.t. 


to be Drunken, ro Lye with his Mother, or U*cgy 
Kill bis Father 5 he rejected the two laſt as un 7 fr 
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natural and abominable, and made choice of the 
firſt; bur once he being Drunk, laid with his 
Mother when ſhe was allcep, and killd his Fa- 
ther upbraiding him for it, 'd) JJ to the drun* (4) 1.18. 
kards of Ephraim, faith the Prophet, and others * 
too, as well as to them, TI his Exceis of ſoine, 
and abule of the Creature, which God made to 
be uſed with Sobriery and Thankigiving, makes 
It { (e) groan and travail m pain till it be delivered (e) Rom. 
from the bondage of corruption, which in their way * 21922: 
* Drunkards keep it under. 
' Thele are the moſt beaſtly and grofleſt Sins in 
| the Land; bur there are of another kind more 
* © ſubtle and refined, which fiick ro the Soul more 
 - than to the Body, We read how in our Saviour's 
B days, the Bodies of many were polleſſed of the 
: Devil, but now when he hath a greater Experi- 
” , ence, he is, to Man's greater harm, gune far- 
ther, and poſleiles the Souls as much as ever he 
n did the Bodies : Too many have Learn'd under 
i="? that cunning and dangerous Maſter, and arc be- 
\ 1 come great Proficients in his Art, and as Scrip- 
ll | cure calls it his { f)) Devices and his (g) Depibs, (J/ 2 rag 
Some of theſe I ſhall give a hint of. (2) Rev. 
as Certainly Þ;ju/tzce is one of the loudeſt an 2- 24 
i + moſt crying Sins in the Nation, the Evil and 
tt + Wickedneſls whereof we may unqueſtionably 
! know, by its bcing directly oppoled to one of 
4% * God's Eflential Attributes, for God is efl-ntally 
mt Righteous and [uſt : And according to our power 
1 and meaſure we ought ro endeavour to be ſuch, for 
uc as we muſt be Holy becaute God is Holy, io we 
\\: maſt be Juſt becaule he is ſuit ; that 18,asnear bo we 
k el Foan we ought ro conform to God,Pothing in Scrip- 
be Frure is more oficn and earneſtly corhmanded and 
[4 "commended than to be Juit,as nothing more ſtrictly 
+foriwidden then Inultice eſpecially co thole whom 
God hath 2ypwvartet ro agTimiter it, There are 


_ 
, 


" ng a6; 8+ 
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three ſorts of Juſtice, the Dsſiriburive, Commuta- 
tive, and Legal, The firſt contiſts in the diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Pains, and hath relpect 
to the Dignity of Perſons, according to the Geo- 
metrical Proportion : It compoſes the whole with 
the part ; that is the common Goods of the Re- 


publick, beftowirig them upon thoſe who delerve _ 
it beſt. The ſecond allows every Man his own, | 


the Workman his Hire, the Servant his Wages, 


Soldiers their Pay: and it depends much upon |: 
agreements; thus a Nobleman 1s to pay the price * 


of a Horle as well as an ordinary Man, and it 1s 
according to the Numerical Proportion: Ir alto 
doth compole one part with another, making one 
Citizen equal with another, The third 1s, that 
Juſtice which is according ro Right and Law ; ir 
doth compole and fit the Fon tor the whole, 

making every particular Man contribute to the 
Common Good, and Private Intereſts, tubſeryienr 
ro the Publick and Grear one. 


Now ?rtis too true thar in all theſe, there are. 
wants and abules, and I leave it for thoſe who : 


are Cconcern'd, ro examine themſelves abour ir, 
As to the firlt, There ſhould be Rewards and 
Puniſhments adequate to the Good and Evil done 
by Men ; and I wiſh all Princes would but con- 
fider ſome of the laſt words of a great and good 
King, David I mean, who ſaid with a great Em- 
\, Phaſis, (a) The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of I/r acl 


"* ſpake to me, he that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, 


ruling in the fear of God. Reward and Puniſh | 


well, and God will be plealed, and you well 
ſeryed, bur ro let ſome who deſerved well to 
Want and Starve, whilit others that were very 
unworthy Men, receive abundantly to ſupply 
their Luſt, this I fay is a great breach of Diſtr:- 


burzve Juſtice. As to the Commutative, how many 


and 
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and great: Abuſes abour ir there 1s in this our 

World : Some have forgotten, or mind not what 

our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid in his Sermon upon the 

Mount, (b) Therefore all things whatſoever ye would ( b) Matti, 
that Men ſhould do to yor, + ye even ſo to them : 7: 
And the more to perſuade them ro't, he adds, for 

this is the Law and the Prophets, If when Men 


| wrong others, they would bur ſay ro thein(lelves, 


Wouldeft thou be content to be to uſed * Their 
Conſcience would fly into rheir Faces, Why then 
will not they give every one their own ? Seve- 
ral in the Kingdom, againſt Juſtice, Honour, and 
all Rules of Honeſty, make no Conteience to 


! take other Men's Goods, and not tro pay for 
* them, tho they have plenriful Eftaces, yer will not 


| pay one dSix-pence of Debts ; rather beſtow it 


upon their own Luſt, Whoring, Gaming, Drink- 
ing, ©c. to the Starving and Undoing of many 


* Perſons,, and whole Families, yet think them- 


ſelves Priviledged ro do ſo. Do ſuch People 
think there 15 no God in Heaven to hear 7c) the (c) Jams. 
cry of the hire of the Labeurers wiach have reaped *: 


* down their Fields. Ot thole who told them their 


Wares and Goods, but cannot get one Farthing 


' from them rhzr always are ready to Buy, bur 
' never care to Pay ; Certainly ſairh the Apoftle, 


:» Egypt, For ſaith rhe Lord ro Moſes (f) The cry 
of the children of Iſrael is come unto ni 3 taus Da- \ 


! ſuch (4) cries are entred into the ears of the Lord of, _ 

! Sabbaoth. God heareth the Cries of the fins of 7” Mm 
- the wicked, ro puniſh them tor it 3 thus '4) the 
23 cry of thoſe of Sodom went up to God. ie all» 
: hearerth the (e) 210411142 and cry of the Afﬀiicted 7 


and oppreiled, as he did that of his People 1 2. 24e. 


wvid's (p) cry came before him, even into his ears: « JP zl, 

tor indecd,{h) the eyes of the Lord are upon the r#2h- 18. "= 

feons, a; mT earr are open unto tir Cry, to avenge . RETTRS: 
FE and © 
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three ſorts of Juſtice, the Dsſiributive, Commuta- 
tive, and Legal, The firſt contiſts in the diſtri- || 
bution of Rewards and Pains, and hath reipect 7 


to the Dignity of Perſons, according to the Geo- 7 : 
metrical Proportion : It compoſes the whole with k. F 
the part ; that js the common Goods of the Re- I | 
publick, beſtowirig them upon thoſe who deſerve FF , 
it beſt. The ſecond allows every Man his own, |* 6 
che Workman his Hire, the Servant his Wages, i \ 
Soldiers their Pay: and ir depends much upon iW 
agreements; thus a Nobleman is to pay the price iſ ,, 
of a Horle as well as an ordinary Man, and it is WJ _ 
according to the Numerical Proportion: Ir allo | n 
doth compole one part with another, making one i _. 
Cirizen equal with another. The third is, that f 
Juſtice which is according ro Right and Law; ic MY _ 
doth compoſe and fit the Part for the whole, : 


making every particular Man contribute to the 


Common Good, and Private Intereſts, tubſeryient D 

ro the Publick and Grear one. * F- 
Now 'tis too true thar in all theſe, there are} r 

wants and abuſes, and I leave it for thoſe who | 

are concern'd, ro examine themſelves about ir. y 


As to the firit, There ſhould be Rewards and } \ 
Puniſhments adequate to the Good and Evil done 'F £ 
by Men ; and I wiſh all Princes would but con- 7 
fider ſome of the laſt words of a great and good } 
King, David I mean, who ſaid with a great Em- Þ < 
phaſis, (a) The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſr ael 7 þ 
ſpake to me, be that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, Þ 
ruling in the fear of God. Reward and Puniſh 3 Ke 
well, and God will be pleaſed, and you well } 
ſerved, bur ro let ſome who deſerved well to + 
Want and Starve, whilſt others that were very Þ of 
unworthy Men, receive abundantly to ſupply ? 
cheir Luſt, this I ſay is a great breach of Diſtri- } 
butzve Juſtice. As ro the Commutative, how mw ? 
and ? 
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I and great: Abuſes abour it there is in this our 


= World : Some have forgotten, or mind nor whar - 


3 the wicked, ro puniſh them for ir ; thus 'd) the 


| f 
1 | 7 
L BY 
"of 
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* our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid in his Sermon upon the 

© Mount, (b) Therefore all things whatſoever ye would (b) Matt/: 
3 that Men ſhould do to yor, do ye even ſo to them : 7: '>- 

*7 And the more to perſuade them to't, he adds, for 

= cbs i the Law and the Prophets. If when Men 

& wrong others, they would bur ſay ro themſelves, 

| Wouldeft thou be content to be fo uſed 2 Their 


Conſcience would fly into their Faces, Why then 
will not they give every one their own ? Seve- 
ral in the Kingdom, againſt Juſtice, Honour, and 
all Rules of Honeſty, make no Conſgience to 
take other Men's Goods, and not to pay for 
them, tho they have plentiful Eftares, yet will not 


® pay one Six-pence of Debts ; rather beſtow ir 
2 upon their own Luſt, Whoring, Gaming, Drink- 
© ing, ©c. ro the Starving and Undoing of many 


Perſons,, and whole Families, yet think them- 
ſelves Priviledged ro do fo. Do ſuch People 
think there is no God in Heaven to hear (c) che (c) Jams. 
cry of the hire of the Labourers which have reaped +: 
down their Fields. Of thole who ſold them their 
Wares and Goods, but cannot get. ohe Sarrhing 


2 from them ther always are ready to Buy, but 
F never care tro Pay ; Certainly. fairh the Apoſtle, 


ſuch (4) cries are entred into the ears of the 5s of 
Sabbaoth. God heareth the Cries of the fins of * <a 
cry of thoſe of Sodom went up to God, He alſo 
heareth the (e) groanzng and cry of the Afﬀtlicted (e) ExoZ. 
and oppreſſed, as he did thar of his People in 2. 24: 
Egypt, For ſaith the Lord ro Moſes (f) The cry CL. 
of the children of Iſrael s come unto me 3 taus Da- ( ) 
vid's (gp) cry came before him, even into his ears : : ) Pſal. 
tor indeed, {h) the eyes of the Lord are upon the rggh- ir 4 
reons, and his ears are open unto their &ry, to avenge .' oY eh 
and 
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go requite it with thy hand, the poor commarteth 


himſelf unto thee, for thou. art the helper of the fa> 
therleſs, The helpleſs Man upon Earth hath a 


God in Heaven to go to. 


There are high degrees of this ſort of Inju- 2 


ſtice, called Oppreſſion and Extortion, Oppret- 


tion js a Vexation and rormentitlg a weak- WM 
er or infcrior Perſon by Violence and Authorityz 


this 1s the fin of Superiour Powers and Rulers : 


thus Tyrants oppreſs God's People, laying fo hea=> i 
vy burrhens of ſeveral ſorrs upon them, as they '* 
are not able to bear, bur are thereby preſſed 3 
down, and muſt ly under ; in this God is high- 7 
ly concern'd, it being an abominable Abuſe of |” 
that Power and Authority which he hath com- 'F 
mitred to ſome over others, this, in David's words 7 


(k) Pfal is (k) To frame miſchief by a Law, Now this 
54-20. odious vin God hath raken ſpecial care ro deterc i 
]\ Levis Men from, (/) Te ſhall not oppreſs one another. ® 
L / wag The Quality of the Oppreſled is an aggravation ! 
(7) Prov. to the Sin, as to oppreſs the Afﬀicted, (m) Rob * 


22, 22. 


affii ted in the pate : which inſtead of Comfort is 

to add Afﬀfiiction ro the Aficted ; fo 'tis ro op- 

preſs the Widow and the Fatherleſs, which by 

'n) Zach. name, as well as the Poor, the (n) Lord hath 
7. 10. forbidden to do; among the ſeveral CharaQters 
which God pives of a wicked Man, this is one, 

(0) Ezek. (0) be bath oppreſſed the poor and needy. God, who is 
15. 12. a Juſt Judge, hath ſolemnly Declared that he will 
puniſh ſeveral forts of Sinners ; Oppreſſors are 

(p\ M4), among the black Liſt {p) I wall come near to you #0 
1.5. judgment, and 1 will br a ſwift wineſt againſt the 
| Sorcerert, 


and deliver them. The Micked and Oppreſlor is ® 
bur a fool for his paitis, to (:) ſay in his heart, | 
' thou wile not require it, for thou haft ſeen 3s, ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt, for thou beholdeſt miſchief and ſpite © 


not the poor, becauſe he 3s poor, neither oppreſs the Þ 
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Sorcerers, the Adulterers, falſe Swearers, ang againſt 
thoſe that oppreſs the bireling an his wages, the wi- 
dow and the fatherleſs. 

Extortion is when Men lay hold upon the Straits 
and Neceflities of others, to extort and ſqueeze 
out of them, more than they ought or can giye 3 
and in their urgent occaſions, to relieve them up- 
on hard and unreaſonable terms, as to lend Mo- 
ney upon great and unconiciqnable Intereſt, or 
elſe refuſe ro do'r, which is a Cruelty : Tis al- 
ſo a wrelting by force, Threarnings or Autho- 
rity, that which js nor his due, or more than ir 
15 ; as when an Officer doth exact more than he 
oughr, or than his Fees come. to. - I am afraid 


3 we had of late, and now have too many of theſe 
= Unjuſt and Mercileſs Men : Bur let them know, 
” that if the Law, in a way of puniſhment takes 
| no notice of rheir Crime, at one time or other, 
®Z God, if they continue and Repent not, will vifir 


them for ir. 
Another kind ot Injuſtice is called Ilega/, wirh- 


= our, or againſt Law, and this directly regards 


' 3 the Courts of Judicature : : I conteſs 'tis ſad thar 


4 Law and Equiry do nor always agree ; an4 thar 
7 ſometimes a Juſt and Conſcientious Judge, who, 
3 as in the Preſence of God, would diſcharge the 


Duty of his Place, is nor always free in a Cauſe 


# to follow the DiCctares of his own Judgment, bur 
, muſt be drawn away with certain Formaliries of 
the Law : tho in his mind he be ſatisfied a Wir- 

7 neſs Swears Falſly, yer he muſt Judge and A& 
4 according to Alegata © Probata, and not accord- 

4 ing to his own Judgment ; bur this being nor di- 
2 xeMly co our preſent purpoſe, I omit, and come 
7 to that which is, 
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The Courts of Judicature'are the Seat of Ju- 
ſtice, rhe Oracles and Interpreters of the Laws, 
which in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, are there 
Righted or Wronged. Tho I ſpeak nor of Per- 
ſons but of Things, I gladly own that upon the 


Benches fit forne Perſons of known Abilities, and Ew 


Integrity. yet that Profefſion is not free from Mi 
Flaws 3 it hath its Sins, and grievous ones too : | 
15 often a Remedy which proves worle than the 


Ditcale 3; and for the Truth” of rhis, I appeal to | ; 


thoſe therein concern'd, that are ſincere, and 
make Contcience of their ways, therefore Abules 
thercin ſhould be Reformed, Things Regulared, | 
and thoſe Springs when Corrupt, Purged: to de- 


lay Doing Juſtice, to Deny. and Pervert it, makes 


many times the Law to be a Grievance, and are 3 
Three abominable, rho different Degrees of In- 
juſtice. Long and tedious Proceedings at Law 7 


are Vexarious, Chargeable,'and make one unne- 


ceſfarily lole abundance of time; Why ſhould Þ 
one pur off till ro Morrow that which he 
cughr and can doto Day ? May be, God will 
takeaway that Power and thy Life roo ; *Tis an | 
unhappy Inclination of ſome Men of Buſineſs, our Þ 
of a Humour, Cuſtom, Pride, Neglect, Preju- ® 
dice of fome other corrupr Morive or Defign to % 
prolong time to do things which require Speed : 
$) that ſometimes it would be betrer to have to i 
deal with a Baſvaw, who, before Men go out of 
his Sighr, will decide a difference ; and tho ſome- * 
tirnes he doth one wrong, yet on the other fide le 7 
dutn a Kindnels, with faving Charges, Time ard 
Trouble: For what mean the Long, Tediovs, 4 
ana Chu piable Suits ar Law, which bccome end- 4 
leis, tothe ruin of Perſors and Families, and the Þ 
Opprefticn of the Poor by the Rich, who with } 
$Kiepl of Money, tire ant Gifable them from 
holding ® 
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" holding our, the Law, ſay fome, is ever open to 
all, that is, for the Rich ro Ruin the Poor; thus 
®Zrhe Remedy is turn'd into Poiton, which ever 
keeps things unſertled and at uncertainties, and 
affords continual occafiuns tor one to diſquier and 
Zxwrong another ; and ſomerimes both. are ſerv'd 


torher, thar he had taken it up; for he whom 
Whey referr'd the buſineſs ro, did open! and 


Emperor(a)7uſtinian appointed puniſhment againit 
hole who went to Law without a juſt Cauſe. 

XZ To Deny Juſtice when due and ſued for, is 
; Kanother degree of Injuſtice : We know a com« 


Fetent time to Examin and Inquire into the Mat- 
- Fer, muſt be allowed; bur after thar, one may 
; Fell expect to ſee it done: I cannot believe any 
- EVan in that ſtation can ſo far forget himſelf, as 

Epcitively ro ſay, will not do you Juſtice,bur nor 
o do't is by a fide-Wind in eftect the fame: 
Scfides the unnecellary Trouble a Plaintiffs pur 
Fo, and made to loſe his other Occaſions ; {4 dat 
Fiz cito dat is with me a good Rule ; ſoon to do 
!- Muſtice or a Kindneſs lays a double Obligarion. 
o FI he Judge ſpoken of in the Parable, did nor tell 


|: Fhe Widow, You ſhall have no Juſtice from me, 


29 


F ike the two that Quarrel'd about an Oyiter they (a) ſie; 
had found, one ſaying he had leen it firſt, the { 4 77. 

I 
na temere 
cart UP [7tis anti- 


he Oifter. and gave each of them a Shell. The «:2. 


6. de Pie- 


;o Mnly (b) he would not for a while; at laſt he (6) Like 


of "Fid, nor for Juſtice fake, bur our of a Selfiſh 
e- Mortive,that 1s to be no longer troubled with her 


e Jwportunities, and in the place, for this reaſon, 
;d Pur Saviour calls him (c) The 1nſuj! Fudge. Afrer 
'S, Eb e had paſled this Sentence 1 PON himſelf, That 


d- We fearcd not God, nor regarded Man. 


ne & Bur to perver: Juſtics is the higheſt Degree of 


th Pnjuſtice, as isro Condemn rhe fuit, and Juſtitie 
m Fhe Wicked, which 'd) Bit arc atominaticn to 
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the Lord. Or to give one that which belongs to '; 
another ; this happeneth when our of the cop-? 
ruption of the Heart, Judges, through Bribery, 8 
Favour, or other perverle Motives, luffter them-% 
ſelves to be byafled : when once any one hath 
-been nored for ir, he ought for ever to be brand-# 
ed with Infamy, as being a Scandal to the Law,* 
and a. Shame to the Bench ; the Injuſtices offi 
Subordinare Judges cry loud tor Vengeance to 
God the Supream Judge of all: Would ro God 
there was not {o much cauſe as there is ro Cons} 
plain of it ; no Covurr, either E-.cletiaſtical, Po} 
litick or Civil, is free from Abutes and Sins, in} 
relation to this laſt, I muſt pive a hint of ano} 
ther Abuſe, which is, When Lawyers undertake| 
for Money to Parronize any Cauſe whatſoever, 
rho in their Judgment they be convinced it is bad: 
Indeed in dubious Cauſes, for a Fee they may} 
make the beſt they can of it, bur to encourage 
Clients in a wrong way, with telling they are in 
the Right, 1s certainly a Sin; for 'ris ro betray 
the Trurh, to engage them in an Ill Cauſe, put 
rhem to unneceſlary Charges, and Trouble, andY, 
make them run the hazard of being Caſt, and; 
Loſers at the end. 7 
Bur a grear piece of Injuſtice very common,! 
and Hurrful is among Iradeſmen, who make a] 
great part of the Nation : I do not ſay every One; 
for ſome make Conſcience of their ways, but rooY;. 
many, when you come into their Shop, then ou 
with their Lies; 'tis, ſay they, the beſt in rhe! 
kind, coſt ſo much, and the like, ro wheedle one! 
ro Buy, which the Apoſtle hath forewarned ofj 
and forbidden, when he taith, (e) Wherefore put- 
ting away lyins, ſpeak every Man truth with hi 
neighbour. Bur the worſt is, that in ſuch Shops 
and Houſes are kept PFil'e Weights, and Fall: 3 
| Meal 
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> Meaſures, contrary to What God fo often, and 


ances, Fuft Weiphts, a Fuſt Ephah, and a Fuſt 
= Hin ſhall ze bave, Elſewhere repeated, (b) But 


ination to the Lord, but a juſt weight # hy delight. 
Again, Divers weights are an abomination unto the 
ord, and a falſe balance x not good. Some have 
different Weights, one ro Buy, another ro Sell 
Dy. As to Meaſures, would to God there was 
els cauſe than we have to complain of it. 1 
Shall give an Inſtance which is obvious; and tho 
Ya ſome reſpect, the Thing be not of great Mo- 
Fnent, yer the Sin is not the leſs y rather, becauſe 
Ar reaches many, chiefly the poor People, it is 
'Vhe greater. In many Alebouſes where an ordina- 
Mar goeth for aQuart of Drink, out comes a 
alſe Meaſure,a Black Por, or the like, holding 
eſs than it ſhould ; This for the Maſter, bur the 
2)Wrawer to have his ſhare, doth nor fill ir up bur 
ves Froth inftead of Drink ; to that one hath ar 
Feaſt half a Pint wanting of his meaſure,and ſome- 
AYimes bur a whole Pint inſtead of a Quart ; with 
ome this Obſervation will ſeem mean : Bux 
ÞÞr all thar, I would have them ro know char it 
S$ a great Sin, and no Sin may be calld a mean 


Mer ſhall rake notice of the Injuſtice of Brewers, 
Tho, for Inftance, under pretence of a Shilling 
F=cize given the Government, becaule there is 
To Aſſize ( which upon theſe Occaſions ſhould 
er be to prevent Abuſes ) they take, may be, 
© wo for themſelves, and ſo make the Drink 
mail, raiſe the Price, and leſſen the Meaſure. 
10PF he like may be faid of Bakers, who make their 

/ Bread 


4 ſo tritly Commanded his People : (a) Fuſt Bas (a) Lev. 


Syebou ſhalt bave a Perfeft and Fuſt weight ; a Per- Ce) Prov. 


Ec and Fuſt Meaſure ſhalt thou have, The con- 11: 1: 


WFtrary God abhorteth ; For a Falſe balance # abo- (4) 4 


Yin : And ſeeing I am upon this Subje, I far-. 


J2 


The Trumpet in Sion. © 


Bread Lighter than ir ſhould be, or raiſe the | | 
Price of it. As Butchers do of their Meat. Chand- * 
{ers of their Candles ; fo do other forts of Tradeſ- © | 
men, even as they pleaſe, withour any curb put ,* 
upon them 3 Thus the generaliry are left ro the 4 1 
mercy of unreaſonable Men : And for they to J } 
plead The Liberty of the SnbjeR, 18 an aggravati- J r 
on, to pretend to,or defire a Liberty ro do wrong ff 1 
and injury. Here I ſpeak for the pooreſt ſort, # r 
who by ſuch dealings are the greateſt Sufferers, || I 

1 

h 

n 


One of the chief grounds of Policy in matters * 
of Government, is ro Prevent or Remedy Abu: j 
ſes put upon the People, about necetlary Proviſi-\# 
ons for Life ; nothing more apt to cauſe Tumuly'g r 
and InfurreCtions, than to want Food and Rai 3 v 
ment, or Money to buy ir: One thing more 1% e 
ſhall obſerve upon this Head, How in common J n 
Dealings, even withour diſtin&tion of rhe age 4 4, 
lIiry of Perſons, in their Bargains, according vw} n 
their ſeveral ways, there is abundance of Fat (e 
Dealing, Tricking, Cheating, and Over-react-\; pi 
ing 3 andthe worſt is, that when Men have gain d 
ed their Point, they Laugh ar ir, and Brag of it; fi 
when the Tradeſman Sells his Commodities witli Ir 
Falſe Weights, and Falſe Meaſures, and not ſ» } A 
Ted with a moderate Gain, at unreaſonabl:  w 
Rates; Doth he wonder after, if he be ill pals) H 
or nor at all ? th6 I will neither cxcule nor juy at 
ftitie rhe Buyer ; bur I ſay, 'is Tuſt with GoiJ dy 
to Retaliate bg ſo others are unjuſt ro hin, Þ: 
becauite he hath been ſo to them. So our trivia D 
Saying 1s very True, Honeſty # the beſt Policy. } th 
There are Sins alſo which attend the Profeſſi'Þ Ju 
on of Phyſicians, as are ſometimes to pro} fo 
long the Cure of their Patients, eſpecially wha 77 
they are Rich, ro have many Fees, and the mor V 
70 ſqueeze Meney out of their Purſe ; and all 
whe: 
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when they begin ro recover ſtrength, to preſctibe 
ſtrong Remedies, to weaken them again. Ar other 
times they, without a due regard ro the good 
of the Patient rry Experimems upon them to 
the hazard of Lite: And withal, tho no- fort of 
Men, more than they, have occaſion to obſerve 


7 the finger of Gud in theWorks of Nature, where- 


in his Power and Wiſdom are fo evident ; yer 
none more apt ro attibure ro Second Caules, that 
which is due to the Firſt and Supreme one: We 
know God hath appointed means to be uted,and 
hath ried us ro them, which we ought not co 
neglect, bur Mcn muſt nor be fo unjuſt as co give 
them the Praile and Glory which belongs to God, 


3 who preſcribed, and whole Blefling made them 
# effcctual, for when God calls for our Life, all Re- 
medies are in vain, Cortra vim mortis kn eft ME" (;þ Kine, 
1 dicamen in hortis. The recovety of Hezekiah was 20. 7. *© 
2 nor fo much to be artribured rothe Virtue of the 
$ (e) Lampof dry Figs, tho the Reinedy was very pro- 


per for the Dilcale, which was a Boil, and the 
dry Fig a great Drawer, as it was to God's Blet(- 
ſing, who, by the Prophet Iſaiah appoinred ir. 
In this lame predicament of Protetlion we include 
Apothecaries, who to pur oft their Old Drugs, 
which having loſt their Virrue, can indeed {tir 
Humours, but want ſtrength ro carry rhem our, 
and to are rather Poiſon than Phylick in tne Bo- 
dy, keep the beſt, and thereby do Patients more 
harm than good. ; they forcrimes allo Icfſen rhe 
Dole, yer will be paid for the whole : Beſides 
that, ofren their Bills are unrealonable and un- 


0-J juſt, and fo a Sin in them, Under this Claflis, 
roY for ar the firſt,in the days of Hippocrates, Diogfco- 
ef 73des, Avicenna, Galenus, ©c. One and the ſame 
or) Man profeſſed Phyſick, Apothecarze, {tt I may fo 
11/4 call rhat Arc) and Chirurgery : I leave for Ct- 
he:1 | F rUrgeons 
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rurgeons to cxamine, and Icave oft vins attend- 
ing their ProtcNon. | 

'Tis a ſaying of Auſtin, that Sin, amidft the 
T)iforders it hath cauicd in the World, hath letr 
Mans Goods and Eiſtatcs in the hands of Lawyers, 
his Body in that of Phyſicsans, and his Soul to 
the Eare of Divines : This is a great Charge 1n- 
deed, and rthv5 every one be bound to look to his 
awn youl, yet God hath been pleated to appoint 
2 fort of Men, whoſe Office 1s to be Paſtors, 
Teachers, Ovcriccrs, Watchmen, ro Warn, Guide, 
and Direct others it the way to Salvation: The 
Care of Souls is a great and difficalt Iask, and 
2 high Truſt, a:ended with a world of Lers,Hin- 
derances, and Oppoſitions, from the Devil, the 
Fleſh, the World, and from Sin: Therefore 
without God's eſpecial Grace, which ſuch Men 
ought conſtantly to pray for, are liable to great 
and many vins of the higheſt Conſequence ; tor 
ſometimes the Eternal Felicity or Milery of 
Souls, doth, as ro means, depend thereupon, and 


(ff, Vo #s ſufficient for theſe things 


The Clergy, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, which 
ule hath made ro be the meaning of the Word, 
are called { 7) Stewards of the Myſteries of God 
The Apoſtle in the ſame place taith, Moreover, 
"tis required in Stewards, that a man be found faith- 


fi!, and blamclels, for, (6) A Biſhop, under which 
"name 15 underitood every Paſtour and Miniſter, 


is Overicer of his Flock, muſt be blamelefs as 
te Steward of God, not (0! willed, not con Angry, 
715t viVen to WINe. uu /trihr, not given to filthy lucre, 
b:t: a (over of hoſyitalit; a lover of good Men, So- 
ir, juſt, Loly, temperate: The like charge to this 
is by ano:her Apoſtle given the Elders, which is 


. the ſame Office ; (c) Feed the flock of God which 5 
'. 11B7g Jo, tat ng the overſftohs thereof, not by con- 


ſtrain 


Ws. 


6 La. 
* I 4 


; 


TI TVyY 


his Defign was (g) go make himſelf an exaniple un al \ o-Thef 
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ſfraint but willingly, n08 jor filthy Iucre, but of a rea- 
dy mind, neither « beirg cords over Gods heritage, 
bit bei g examples to the flock ; examples of Piety, .,-,. ., 
Chariry, Teruperance, Sobriety, Humilicy, and < 
| of. every other Chriſtian and Zfor.! Virtnes, 
| $ Learning ot Chriſt, for {d) he i mech 1:4 low!) Þ*; 
' in heart, who (ce) hath given an examp'c ot Hus on "7 
' mility : Afrer the example of the Sin Lord : : 
and Maſter Miniſters ovghrt ajlo ro follow thar 
* of the Apoltles, as Paul giv. 5 kinielt for one E117 *F) Pic. 
# but be rogetber follwers of me, and mark the, 1m 3+ 1; 
4 which walk ſo, as ye have us for an exampic. Tor 


* [9 


; to others to follow him. Another Apoſtle cxhorrtc 3 

* thoſe whom he wrote to, in fome particulars, 
(h) to take the prophets who have ſpoken in the name 7 - 
: of the lord. for an example: | have a great ke 
ſp«& for the high Character of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and of rhe Stewards of rhe Myſteries of 
! God ; and I know we have ſome who, as much 

as Human frailry can allow, perform the Duty 

Of that Holy Office ; bur to ocho'rs whoſe num- 
ber is roo preat, and who do nor walk worthy 
of Chrift, what Par! upon anorher account fairh, 
” upon this I ſay, (z) T /pare you ; for the Ofices (, ') 1 Cor 
jake, I ſpare the Pertons unworthy of ir, leaving 7. 25 
them to examine themſclves by the Rules and 
Fxamples I mentioned a little before, Whether 
/ they have nor prevaricared, but taken due care 
of Souls, fed them with the Gncere Milk of the 
Word, given good Counſel and good Examples, 
or a Scandal that made the weak of the Flock to 
* ſtumble, and the enemies of God to Blaipheme 2? 
I know, no perfection can be arrained to, in rhis 
world, nothing wirhour ipors and ſtains, bur ] 
! donbt rheir ſpot 1s not the ſpot of God's children \« £) Pete 
the corruption of the beſt things | is the worlt of ' 

F all; 
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rurgeons to examine, and Icave off Sins attend- 
ing their ProtfeMon. 


_ *'Tis a faying of Au2zuſtin, that Sin, amidſt the 7 
IDiſorders it hath cauied in the World, hath letr _;; 
Mans Goods and Eſtates in the hands of Lawyers, 
his Body in that of Phy/iczans, and his Soul to 7 
the Eare of Divines : This is a great Charge in- 3 
deed, and tho every one be bound to look to his 7 
awn Soul, yet God hath been pleaſed ro appoint 


4 ſort of Men, whoſe Office 1s to be Paſtors, A 


Teachers, Ovcriecrs, Watchmen, tro Warn, Guide, A 
and Direct others in the way to Salvation: The Þ} 
Care of Souls is a great and difficult Task, and * 


a high Truſt, attended with a world of Lets, FHlin- 


derances, and Oppoſitions, from the Devil, the 


Fleſh, the World, and from Sin: Therefore 
without God's eſpecial Grace, which ſuch Men 


+. ought conſtantly to pray for, are liable to great Þ} { 


- 


-- 2 


A " af 
/ / 11, 5 } 


\ 1 
&0o.. -0 


| and many vSins of 'the higheſt Conſequence; tor 4 
ſomerumes the Eternal Felicity or Milery of Þ 


Souls, doth, as to means, depend thereupon, and 
f ) Vi"vo us ſufficient for theſe things ? 

The Clergy, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, which 
ule hath made to be the meaning of the Word, 
are called { a) Stewards of the Myſteries of God 


' The Apoſtle.in the ſame place taith, Moreover, 


'tis required in Stewards, that a man be found faith- 


ful, and blamelels, for, (b) A Biſhop, under which 
"name 15 underitood every Paſtour and Miniſter, 


as Overteer of his Flock, muſt be blameleſs as 
tie Steward of God, not ſc! willed, not ſoon Angry, 


rot given to wine. uo ſtrik:r, not given to filthy lucre,. L 


b:ut a lover of hoſpitality a lover of good Men, So- 
ver, juſt, Loly, temperate: The like charge to this 
is by another Apoſtle given the. Elders, which is 


, Pv!, the ſame Office ; (c) Feed the flock of God: which is 


am1g you, taking the overſight thereof, not by con- 
. ſtrait 
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) firaint but willingly, n08 for filthy lucre, but of a rea © 
2? dy mind, neither « beirg .ords over Gods heritage, 
3 bis: bats g examples to the flack ; examples of Pizry, It 
& Charity, Teniperance. Sobriery, Huwilicy, and <- 
» YJof every other Chriſtian and Mor:! Virtves, 
, 4 Learning ot Chriſt, for {d) he i meek, 1d lowly (10/17! 
qv in heart, who (e) hath given an examp c a Hus- - 7a 
> 4 J mility : After the example of the SovVeretgt Lord: 3.15, 
© 3 and Maſter Miriſters ovghrt allo ro tollow that 
, : of the Apoſtles, as Paul gives himſelf for one (f) / f) 77 
2 but be together followers of me, and mark ther 3+ 17: 
3 which walk ſo, as ye have us for an exampic. For 
F his Deſign was (g) go make himſelf an example un: (6) >. 1,:f, 
F to others to follow him. Another Apoſtle exhortred 3: 9. 
3 thoſe whom he wrote to, in fome particulars, 
# (h) to take the prophets who have ſpoken in the name @ 
* of the lord. for an examP! e: I have a great Re- 
2X ſpc& for the high Character of the Miniſters of 
& Ghrift and of rhe Stewards of rhe Myſteries of 
3 God ; and I know we have ſome who, as much 
2 as Human frailry can allow, perform the Duty 
X 6f thar Holy Office ; bur to orchers whoſe num- 
2 F ber is roo great, and who do nor walk worthy 
I of Chrift, what Par! upon anorher account fairly, 
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[ L. npon this I ſay, (s) T /pare you ; for the Oey (-) | WY 


» F fake, I ſpare the Perſons unwor thy of ir, leaving 7. 25 
FZ them to examine themſelves by the Rules and 

| FJ Examples I mentioned a little before, Whether 

% they have nor prevaricared, but taken due care 

* * of Souls, fed them with the Gncere Milk of the 

| Þ#} Word, given good Counſel and good Examples, 

;' F ora Scandal that made the weak of the Flock to 

* # fumble, and the enemies of God to Blaſpheme : > 

© 1 know, no perfeCtion can be arrained to, in this 

\. F world, nothing wirhour ſpots and ſtains, bur I 

donbt their ſpot 1s not the ſpot of God's children ( (£) 

i the carruption of the beſt things | is the worſt of ** 
r 2 all; 
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all; 2nd where more of Chriit's Image in Ho- 
linets, Purity, 2ud of every Chriſtian Grace 1s re- 
quired, the mare confpicuous, and odious are 
Sins and Things contrary to't. (a) T fear, (to ſpeak 
{omewhar like in Paul's words) Lejt there be a- 
 mong them debates, enviings, wraths, ſliifes, back- 
bitings, whiſper ings ſwcllivgs, tumnlts, arid that ma- 
Ny have nct repenred of the ut clegnmeſs, Druaken- 
pe{s ard other fins, which they have commicted, 
One fault more 1 ihall bur name, which ſome 
of the beſt arc lomerimes guilty of, and rhat 1s 
Ir Preaching or Praying, tro be inconliderate | : 
( when in the Pulpic) in their Expretlions, ſor | 1 
they ſhould uſe none bur ſuch as become the Ma- | þ 
jetty of the Grear God, whole Aimnbatladors they * | 
are, and whole Holy Word they Preach, which 
ought to be done with an awful Reverence, and 
In a ſerious ana grave manner 3 Graciouſly God | Fer 
allows them ro be free in Preaching and Prayer, | T'h 
bur not to be Saucy or Careleis with him. There Hur 
1s befides a worſe and greater Fault, and of ve- Jnd 
ry ill conſequence, which our of Covetouſneſs Fhe 
they ofren cominit, for to have Money, they in Shu 
Priviledged places, as called, Favour Clande- go 
tine Marriages, and without examining about whe 
rhe Qualification of Perlons, Conſent of Parents, \ c: 
other Abuſes or Inconveniences, which to pre- 'Nle 
vent they ſhoulda be berrer informed and ſatisfi» $re 
£d abour, yer they Declare the Parties ro be 0 
Husvand and Wife, a 
One of the greateſt Cauſes of Milcarriages of þ | 
Clurgy-men, 4s the Ignorance and Inconfiderate- Þ& 
nels of Parents, who Dczvore their. Sons to the @at 
Miniftry, without inquiring whether they be Jar 
well Inclined, Fir, and have the neceſſary Qua= Þ a 
11:ications and Diſpotitions for thar Holy Office, |@ I 
Wale they look upon as a Trade, and to ger a |er 
Lively hood, 
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Jivelyhood whereby is cauted agreat Prophanation 
"of God's Service ? In conlequence of this,.a young 
"Man doth not examine himiclt ro know, wherher 
he hath a Call ro, and be Gifted for it 5 bur when 

pnce he is engaged 1n t,doth indeed make a Trade 
of w, not 1o much minding the Dury, as the Pro- 
Fic of the place, and 1s ſtriving trom a Good ro 
p<: into a Better Benehice ; nor tu do good to the 


Souls of his Flock, bur ro have larger Profits, 


pnd more Income : Hence it is that iometimcs I 
Have bcen aſhamed, and then moved. with ſome 


ndignation, inſtead of good Pious and.  Profita- 


Þle Ditcourle, when Three or Four Parlons are 


|» For together, to hear them talk airer the rate of 


' Farmers at Marker, how: fuch a Benetice is worth 
P much, ſuch another more 3 one hath gotten a 


= one, and another hath a proſpect of a ber- 

: For my part I could with all Merchants and 
AB of Money and Benefices, were driven 
dur of God's Houſe, rheir Tables overthrown, 
@nd ſuch uniavaury Ditcourles laid aſide, rill 
here be a necellary occaiivn, for they ſmell roo 
$uch 'of S:zmony : Would ro God there was no 
more than the Smell, bur there's roo much of 
the Body of ic. Atid now I am upon this Point, 
. cannot forbear raking notice of a commenda- 
hle Care by a neighbour. Nation, lately taken ro 


gbour, doth, and 'tis no harm nor difparagemenr 


qatcs for the Miniſtry in the Church, after the pre- 

Jaratory Examination is over, when they are called 
ary Benefice to take care of Souls, ought upon Oath 
Declare, that they have neither promiſed nor pi- 
en any Gifts, nor catifed to be giuen 5 nor direftly or 
; #ndir ectiy 


{ 


i 
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Qrevent Simony 3 by { &) a Proclamation, which (i) By the 
ho it doth not concern ns, yet the thing 'tis v*4tes of 


Ollanc 


ana Welt 
learn good from others: Therefore out of it Fr. 


# ſhall rake notice only of this, That- a, Candi- Hague, 


_ April 1 
1698. 


Dated 
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zndirefily promiſed to any per/on for their being eall{; ahC 
and know. not that any hath done it in their vehaft; get 
Tie Controvenors thereof to loſe their places, and t1 |} 
pay Forfetture amorimiing to four times as much a iti 
tr. Gift : Beſides the uſual Penalty inflifted ty 1 
P-: jury. This may work upon any that make 
Coliicience of an Oath: Buri here the abule «©: 
Pai 01.297 18 very great 3 the Prelenration, tho tn 
take away the appeirance o | S1mory, lome un ] 
worthy Iricks and Prerences are mae ule of, 1 © 
tometimes actually bargained tor and bought; thu Þ'g 
a Miniſter is intruded upon a Congregation wl, Yre 
diſhike him,which is as bad as to force a Husbani Þet 
upon a' Woman whether the will or nor, - *' | 
One-thing more relatirg ro the Clergy I ſha! Fe 
obſerve, how to the griet -of found and Ortho Fer) 
dox Men, a due and neceflary Care hath I'S 
fome not been taken to curb and reftrain th! 
damnable Herefies of Socinianiſm, which of lat 
have been :and ſtill are roo much abroad : |S 
know, a late worrhy Prelate, and orhers' ro rhe''1 
immortal Praiſe, have, as it becomes them, be} 
ſtirred rhemlelves for this Caule ; bur in orher, $ 
there hath becn a great | Lukewarmnels ; I far! 
not to Write, bur to make viſe of the Authorin | 
winch the Laws give them againſt ſuch thingy 
(2) £mo Beldes others, in the (a) Act for taking awa $ 
20, Garg/; the Wrir De hwetico comburends, *tis providec | 
| hg that nothing in that AF ſhall extent or be conſtr \ 
. 7" ed ta take away or abridge the Furiſdition' of P11 
reſtant Arch=Brilhops or Biſhops, or any ot her Fudy Y' 
o* Feclefiaſtical Courts, in Caſes of Atheiſme, Blu'% 
phemy or Hereſie, and other damnable Do#!rins 
and Opinions, fo that ſtill they may proſecute the Of" ? 
fenders, This is ſtill in Force and Unrepcaled8 ife 
bur certainly it hath not been made ule of as !! 
might and ought ro have been, I am afraid rh! 
tho..4 
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; hoſe who 1n things of that nature have bcen {fa 

. emils, would, 1t they had by the late ACt, been 

, Mllowed, have been more levere abour Forma- 

Jities and Ceremonial things ; for .tho 'Lhanks 

Se to God, Perſecution abour indifterent things 

Þe cealed ; yet in many remains the - perſecuting 

Spirit,and 'ris often found that thole who (5) Swal- (5) Mrtty. 

b&w 4 Camel will ſtrain at a Gnat. 23, 24, 

» 4 Ir isa great Mercy of God when ke is pleaſed 

$o raiſe up and lend thole who give Me: warn- 

1 Þ:g of the Danger , and of their Duty : Such 

\Jre rhe fere-runners of a Bleſſing, as the Lord 

\{ Þentions it by a Propher, (c) I have ſet watchmen (4) j(,- 
$27 ty wals O Feruſalem, which ſhall never hold 62. 6. 

a Fer peace day nor night. Thele are the faithful 

o Fervants which never gro'y remils or weary, bur 

1 Fe continually doing their Work, ſtanding up- 

+ $1 their Guards, giving warning where there is 

ir: Wy danger or approach of an Enemy 3; and how 
| Fear muſt rhe Guilt be of thoſe, who when che 

ei: Ynemy 1s at the Gare, and the (4) Wolves amidit (4) 1/z:- 

be She Flock, are as unconcerned as Dumb dozs ani 5% 12, 
F : . . (e) Leci?. 

1 $$! Shepherds : then in ſuch a cafe, even thoſe, ; 

(xx Fho are nor Chriſt's Minifters by way of Office, 

in @ght to {peak out; for which, our of that fame 

oy Wace of the Prophet, they have God's Warrant, 

va & that make mention of the name of the Lord, keep 

let @- /ilence. When the Watchman doih not give 

2, Warning, then any Member of the Sociery may 

P; ve it tor the Publick Good, And upon this vc- 

dp hon this 1s my Warrant, and the ground of 

wat . Is Acting of mine. 

i: y Another kind of Sins which the Nation abounds 

OF» is call'd Sins of Age, for every part of Man's 

[ed Wife hath ſome Sins, which that Age doth parti- 

s i&larly incline him tro. And Firſt,- Fhe-Sins of 

th:Fourh, a3 are Raſhnels chiefly, Luſt and Ce” 

ho:Y O 


! 
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Of Sin, Which hear of Blood in that Age draw; | 
them into : Thele David conld nor forger, by 4 
Repentcd of, and Praved ro God to forger anc ! 
(-) Pſal. forgive, Remember not the ſins of my youth, Am, 
©3: /* binon, is one of the proper Sins of Men of ripc 
years, and Coverouineſs, of Old Age ; 'tis ver 
ſtrange to ſee Men, the nearer they draw ro th Y 
journey's end, the more {ollicitous to be to mak Y | 
proviſion for it, and God knows how many uni 
lawful ways are by Men made ule of to attaiM . 
to their ends : The Narion 1s full of them 3 ant | 
tho we cannot tell all the Works of Darknei'Þ 
ſnbſervient to their evil Deſigns, there is enougt | 4 
of ir known to grieve the Heart, of alli that lov; I - 
God and hate Sin. 'F 
There are alſo Sins of Relations, as are be- | ? 
tween Husband and Wite, how many daily mi Þ / 
carriages are there of one of thole Relation « 
againſt the other * Want of Union, want &} 7 
Love, full of Wranglings, Diviftions, Quarrelk F / 
hard Ufage, and Abules, by one pur upon th} c 
other: And no wonder, for God's Bleffing oY 6 
eth not along with the breakers of to Ay 3” 
Bond as is Marriage, of God's own immediar Y /* 
Inſtitution, at the very beginning of the World I 6 
There hath been a murual Contract, a reciprc Þ} © 
cal Agreement, a ſolemn Promute in the Preſenc: 
of God, and in the face of the Church ; bur i'I t! 
_ the Hasban1 Faithful to his Wife? Is the Wit: | tl 
True to the Husband ? Far from that, in roo mx 
ny Families, the Husband ro maint3in his Whore } 2 
or to ſatiefie his Drunkernelſs, er ſome other Ff [e 
Luſts, doth almoit ſtarve his Wite and Children; 4 4 
and roo often an ill Wite, to pleaſe her Vanity} / 
and « thers, more than her Husband, inſtead oF V 
looking to her Family, and doing her ſelf and} 1) 
others lome good, mis\pends her precious = 4 
WI : 


S You 
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with fanding idle betoure her Looking-Glals, 
Dretling, Parching, like Fezebe!, Painting, and 
ſometimes in gaudy Cloaths, Gaming, Gottip- 

ing, and the like pernicious courtes, doth often 
Beggar her Husband. Thus (4) the Daughters of ) Iſ-31.3. 
Aion were haughty, and walked with flretched out , } : As 
nechs, and wanton eyes 3 walking and ININCING ds 22, 23,24 : 
they went, and. making a4 tink{ing with their feet : 

Bur what doth God lay to all this © Therefore the 

Lord wil! ſmite with a ſcab the crywn of the head of 


'Y the daughters of Lon, and the lord will diſcover their 


ſecret parts in that day; the Lord will take away the 
bravery of their tinklins ornaments, and their cauls, 
and their round tire like the Iron, the chains and 
the bracelets, and the mufflers, the bonnets, and or- 


3 naments of the legs, and the head: bands and the tab- 
® lets, and tbe ear-rings and noſe-jewels, the change- 


able ſuitsof apparel, and the manzles, and the pim- 
ples, and the crizping pins, the glaſſes, and the fme 
linnen, and the woods, and the vails ; ind it ſhall 
come to paſs, that inſtead of ſweet ſmell there ſhall 
be ſtink, and inſlead of a girdle there ſhall be a 
rent, and inſtead of a well ſet hair, baldneſ1, and in- 
ſtead of a ſtomacher, a pirdivg of ſackcloth, and 


Þ burning inſtead of beauty. Many of thole vanities 


our preſent times do not want, which they ſeem 
to have borrowed of them ; ſo we may expect 
the like puniſhment. Some of thele vanities con- 
tinued in the days of the Apoſtles, therefore they 
would Reform ir, and give the Sex the example 
of Holy Women in the Old times, for, faith he, 


J 'e) after this manner in ths old time; the holy women (e) 1 Pe?. 


£4 
bye 


2 
k 
: 


| 1 


alſo who truſted in God, adorned themſelves, being in 3. 5, 6: 

ſubjeAion unto their own husbands ; and 1n the n:xr 

verſe he names what old time he meancth, name= 

ly of Abraham, for he adds, ven ns Sara obized 

Abralam calljng him lord, whiſc daughtcrs 18 are as 
"> lrg 
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Ing on yedo welt ak tO inftruct them well m 
t21S matter ; be tclls firtt Negarively, what this 
vain Apparel muit not be, whoſe adorning let 


harr, and of wearang at C91, or of putting WH of ap- 
parel., Then Potirive! ly, what Kind 1t ought to 


that which 3s no! corruptible, even the arnament of a 40 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which u in the ſigh! of God of } cl 
great price, But the more to confirm this Truth, i? 
another witnels joyns with this. () T FPull-»-that zl 
women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with | 4 ar 
ſhame fac dneſs and ſobriety, not with broidered hair | '© 
or gold, or peart, or coſtly aray 3 » but ( which becometh) 1 to 
wonien profeſſms vodlineſs) with pood works, All Wor |q lo 
men thar have toine regard to God's words, will | 
mind this, 22" 
Many fins are committed in another kind of | 11 
relation, between Parents and Children: often | 40 
when Men want Children they defire to have | 9: 
ſome, and when they have, they look, or ought FW 
to look upon'r as a Bleſſing of God, for thereby | 
they attord Chnrch and State ſome Members ; 7 of 
bur do they afterwards anſwer God's end, in gi- J Þl 
ving them Children ? Do they take due care to |} *Þ 
breed them in the fear of God, and pur them # (c) 
in a Capacity ro {ſerve their Maker, and their | | th 
Country ? Sometimes they be very carcful to ga- | 1 #7 
ther an Eſtate for them, bur nor ro qualitie them [1 q 
how to manage it well, If they have a fige Horſe, | 
they look our for 2 2cod and skilful Groom to | 
Break and Order bin, bur often neglect the means 
!0 inprove the Souls of their Children 2: Whar 
they do for rhem, 1i$ forerimes not with judg- 3 
ment, and ofren it doth them inore harm than |: 
good : EFhcy ought to give then good Counlfel, |! 
«id good Example, not t© fright, but ro entice |* 
them |. 
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| them to good things, bear with foie Humane 

q Frailtes, eſpecially thoie which attend the Age, 

* bur ro make ule of their Authority t6 curb and 

| reſtrain them from evil things, ſhew rhemlelves 
& enemies to cyery VItous cour le, as much as may 
be ; infuſe into them a love tor Picry, Virrue ar! 
z Honour, with a Hatred to all rtþat is contrary 
i tor ; they ought to ſtudy their Tempers «nd In- 


if TE aricns, Retorm what 1s Bad, and imvrove 


& whar is Good in them. When this foundation 1s 
'F laid, and there are in a Family ſeveral Chil- 
'F dren *tis Prudence un Parents not to ſhew them- 


| 
. [4 felves roo partial for ſome, more than for others, 
] 


{I for ſuch carriage bath cauſed great milchict in 


3 (ome Families: Yer: 'tis fir Parents ſhould ſhew 


{ their Approbarion of thole Ciuldren thar do well, 

J and are virtuoully inclined, and wilely, a at oo 
like of thoſe whole Diſpofitions arc VICIOUS, (4 ] yer OY 
| 4o not provoke them, bur ellewhere 1 have abun- I 
3 dantly writren upon this IHject. Farther, 'tis 

$ the Duty of Parents, accorcling ts their Abilities 

2 and Quality to provide tor Children, and difpoſe 

F of them in the World, This Scripture prefierh | 

3 upon them (b) The children clght 220t ro lay up for (9) ? 
2 the parents, but the Parents for the children : And © © 


7 thoſe of his own hauſe ; he bath deny dthe faith, and 
7 7: worſe than an infidel. 


F On rhe other fide, How many Undutt- 
'] ful, Diſobedient, and Rebellious Children in 


; | the World ? Some ( 4) are eſtranged from whe a) 7 hy 


3 womb, they go aſtray aſſeon as they be born : This 185* 

J a moſt wicked and unnatural frame of Spirit, ab- 

J horred by all Nations, and by God's immediare 

| Command rhe Offender was (e) puniſh'4 with (e) Dev 
1 death. By a narural Right all Men are cqual, *': ©) 
4 but only in this caſe, there 15 by nature a ſubje- 

G3 CEO 
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vs) If any provide not for his own, and ſpecially for (c) | Tim. 
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ction of one to another : Children ought ro 2 
Love, Honour, Obey, and Help their Parents, | 

Bur bow many now a-days, who inſtead of being 
the Joy, H- tp, Comfort, and Support, are 1 
cauſe of their Grief and of Trouble in many | 

ways ; and inſtead of a ſtaff in their Qld Ape, # 
eſpecially. to ſopport it, do rather lerve to knock Þ 

them a 4 : bur God will judge for ſuch wick-| 
ednefic ; 
| thall now in{ilt upon the ns here committed} 
1n another relation,berween Maſters and Servants :| 
There are 19 many notorious examples, as any} 
"Me may ſce them; on the Maſters fide arc} 
Hardnels, Injuſtice, contrary to Scripture 3 not ſc, 
only 1 hreatnings, which the Apoltle exhorterh | 2 
to torbear, but alſo Blows and Violence, nor | 
# oof. confidering that (f) thezr maſter alſo x in been ; 
... On the other tide, Servants are Unfaithful, Care-i% 
Icſs, Vicious, Deſpilers, when they are Com-|he 
'eſ. manded (2) to * obedient to their maſters according Fi 
= - c to the fleſh.(b) with fear and O—_ an fmgleneſs cf | 
aiit Coin; heart, as unto Cl: FL not with eyc -ſervice, as men- | 
3.0.2 pleaſers, but in ſongleneſs of beart as fearing God. | 
33s 1 7%. And they ought to (i, count their maſters worthy % 
| of all b-10ur : *'Tis a comman guilt with read , 
Servants when their Maſters find fault with them, ' 
to Reply, which they are expreſly forbidden to Þ\ 
©, --.do (hk) not anſwering agaim. : $ 
9 Another Relation there is, between Rulers and Þ 
the People, which hath its Sins great and perni- | $ 
Cio!1S: this being 2 Mppery ſtep, one muſt be |] 
ice and wary upon't ; howloever it being of | 

the kigheſt concernment, muſt not go untouched : 

For luppolſe we ſhould ipeak of the Throne, but | 

wih a cue Reſpect; yer thoſe who Sit upon't, 
arc bt ten labject ro like Infirmities with us. 
Eunanc Nature 15 17 them attended with Frail- 
tics 


—— 
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Yries and imperfections, for being Kings they 


; Wcealſe not to be Men : then ſometimes happen 
» Bſuch ConjunCtures as Crols, and are Lets in the 
2 way of the Government, which yer I ſay, not 
/ Fro cxcule thoſe who might do better, bur only 
, Mthoſc that cannor help it: Beſides thar it all 
« things we mutt obſerve a Governing and Over- 
- ruling Hand of God. *Tis roo uſual and common 
For Authority ro mind its own Honour more than 
d Mthe Glory of God ; and allo, nor (i) to ſeek, the (!) Johns. 
: honour that cometh from Ged only, but that which ++ 
Y cometh from men : It was as truly as wile)y faid, 
cm) A king that ſitteth in the throne of judgment, (1) Pro. 
Ot Fſcattereth away all evil with his cyes ; that 1s. ought 20. 8. 


o do fo, and look upon Evi] with a defign ro 
iſperſe it as the Sun doth rhe Clouds : Nay, 'cis 
n him Wiſdom ro do fo, theſe are the words of 


ereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them 1 
ris nor only his Duty, bur his Intereſt foto do ; 


cf For (o) the throne x eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs : 

n- hich he gives as a reaſon of what he faid in 

od. he beginning of rhe Verle (o, It # an abominati- (0) Ch.16. 
thy pn 10 hangs to commit wickedneſs 3 they ſhould mind _ 

ny AThritt's Intereſt preferably before their own in 


FÞhis world, which in effect is ro promote their 

pwn, if it be nor contrary to the Lord's, where- 

Þy they ought to begin, (p) Seek ye firſt the kingdom (Mb 
27 God and bis righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall 6. 33 
Se added unto you, After thar, they muſt procure 

he good of their People, whom they oughr to 

ove, and upun ſome occaſions, in wmiration of 

: 0d, 70 pity, as a father pitzeth bis children 5 the (p) PC) 
Food Prince is like the rrve (94) Mother of the 103. i:. 


£ 


- 
Sw '.} * 


'e him torn 2nd! cur in pieces. "Tyrants are * 


Therwiſe mindcd, divide © impera, is their Motto, 
b Again, 


*& Wiſe King, and not mine, (») A wiſe king ſeats 0") 0. 26. 


hild, who had rather loſe her Right, than to (7) 2 kn, 
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Tels, Vicious, Defpilers, when they are Com-'1 
' manded (2! 19 wn obeaont to their maſters according Fri 
-; to the fleſ1.1h) with fear and trembling in fmgleneſs cf \ 
17 heart, as ut Chriſt, not with eve armies, as men- 


do (hk, nt anſwering ap, ain, [ 
hel her Relation there 15, DEerwween Rulers and | of 


. } . \ va 7? >» ak 4 had ? Y, + | 's) k.4 
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ction of one io another : Children ought 9 
Love, Herour, Obey, and Help thetr Parents, 
Put bow nany now a-days, who inſtead of being 
the Joy, Hiln, Comfort, and Support, are the 
cauſe of their Grief and of Trouble in many &$ 
ways; and inftead of a ftalf in their Qld Ape, ? 
elpeciaily.to frpport 1t, do rather {erve to knock ? 
them dow; ; but God will judge for ſuch wick- 
ednelies, | 

| thail NOW in{lt npon the fins here conmmntred |} 
1 anorhet Telition berween Maſters and Servants: 
Fhere are 15 many notorious examples, as any ; 
One may {ce them 5 on the Maſter's fide arc'i* 
Hardnels, Injaftice, contrary to Scripture 3 not Tc 
vn'v 1 hreatnmings, which the Apoſtle exhorteth ? 
to torbear, but allo Blows and Violence, not 3 
contiiorng that (f) their maſler alſo i in heaven, | 
On the other tide, Servants are Unfaithtul, Care-! 


P/caſers, vut 1m ſwigleneſs of bcart as fearing God, 3 
And they ought to (7) count thear maſters worthy % 
of all hour : *'Tis a common guilt with many ( 
Servants when their Maſters find fault with them, 1 
to Reply, which they are expreſly forbidden to 


+ |, 


the People, which hath irs Sans great and perni- '$ 
6.095: this being a fippery ſtep, 0ne muſt be | 
ice and wary npon't ; howtoever it being of ] 
te higheſt concernment, mult nor go untouched : 
For ttrppoie we ſhould ipeak of the Throne, bur 
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\ries and imperfections, for being Kings they 
[i= not to be Men: then lomerimes happen 
ſuch Conjunctures as Crols, and are Lets in the 
{way of the Govertnent, which yet I lay, not 
Zro excule thoſe who might do better, but only 
Ithole that eannor help 1t: Belides thar it all 
Ithings we mutt oblerve a Governing and Over- 
Sruling Hand of Gud. ' tis roo uſual and common 
${or Authority ro mind its own Honour more than 


* honour that cometh from Ged only, but that which *+ 


Y Jcometh from men : It was as truly as wile)y aid, 

cm) A hing that ſitteth in the throne of judgment, (11) Prov 
't Ycattercth away all evil with his eyes ; that 1s. ought 20 8. 

h 3o do fo, and look upon Evi] with a defign t0 

Js (diſperſe it as the Sun doth the Clouds : Nay, 'cis 


UN pn him Wiſdom ro do lo, theſe are the _ of 
& Wile King, and not mine, (») A wiſe hang ſcat> 0) < 
yereth the wickhrd, aud brinzeth the wheel over them : 


MN 
17 tis nor only his Duty, bur his Intereſt foro do ; 
ct ; or (o, the throne 45 eſtabliſhed by 11ph teonſneſs * 
n= Avhich he gives as a reaſon of what he ſaid in 
14. Fhe beginning of the Verle (o) It # an abominati- (9) Ch.16. 


Sy 
+ > 


ro kings to commit wickedneſs 3 they ſhould mind 

Chritt's latereſt preferably before their own in 
this world. which in effect is to promote their 
own, if ic be not contrary to the Lord's, where- 
dy they ought to begin, (p) Seek ye fiſt the kingdom (P)M 1» 
of God and 1s riphteonſneſs, and all theſe things ſh ail 6. 33 


i- "he added unto Yeu. Atter thar, they muſt procure 

be Je good of their People, whom they ought to 

of Jove, and upun ſome occafions, it unir ation of 

d: God, to pity, as a Jai ver patzeth bis crildren 3 the (p) 7 

ut Food Prince is like the rrve (4, Mother of the O31. 
't, Þ-bild, who had eps loſe her Right, than to q) 2 An, 
15s, fee him torn -2n:! cur 1n picces. Tyrants arc my 


\|- Eherwile minod, divide 7 impera, 1s their Motto, 


Ag Rai 


Fihe Glory of God ; and allo, nor (:) co ſeek the (!) Join, 
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again, Authority muſt be kepr within lawtul 
bounds, for in the world ought to be no unlt- 
mited Power, only God's: even giving jult 
grounds of fear, ought in prudence to be avoided. 
Puniſh and Reward well thoſe who deſerve nt, 
or elle the neglect, or miſapplying theſe, can 
at laſt pull up by the root any Government, give 
rhoſe who delerve and want, and not undeler- 
ving Men to beitow it upon their evil and VIct- 
ous courles : It is a ſhaine that Palaces thould be 
rarncd into 4 Den of Thieves, and be made a 
Sanctuary for ſome Þrokers, Chears, and the like, 
whorthere would flicker themlielves from rhe hands 
of [uttice, whilſt other tuch places as were be- 
tore, have juſtly becn taken away, Sollicitors 
of Pardons for Rapes are abominable, eſpecially 
when attended with 1nch circumftances as highly 
2gpravate the Crime : who withour a juſt Indig- 
nation can hear of it? No donbr for Money, or 
ſuch other Confiderations. rhey will become Ad - 
vocates for Murtherers. Robbers, Sodomitcs, and 
Viilains in any kind, God, who 1s the Supream 
[udpe of all, hath commirted lome in High Pla- 


-es, and theſe others under them, tro execute 
Juſtice for him, in the World, and woe be to 


14cm 1t they neglect it. 


The People being a collective Body, which con-f 
f:i\ts of ſo many different and contrary HumoursF 
TS not ealy ro ſpecthie all their Sins; only gene 
rally ſpeaking of the middle and lower fort, inf 
; vlation to Governments, when any way pinched. 
t5ey are apr ro fall in Diſcontents, GrumblingsF r 
Yomults, and the like, chiefly whea they {ec} 
theinſelves wronged and opprefſed, and finding} 


no redrois from the Governinenr, they will make 
Reflections againſt it; for by reaſon of their yield: 


mg Obcdicnce, paywg Taxes, and Undergoing 


ir be 
OL its 


| Grievances to accunulate, and takes nv Care 
Þ prevent or redreſs with puniſhing the Guilty, and 
' relieving the Sufferers, then not only rhe Tpno- 
rant bur allo the Wiſc part of the Subject will 
/ luſpe&t ſome ill Deftign, wherot the bad conſe- 
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0her Burthens, they think they haye cauſe to 
expect Safery and Protection trom Wrong and 
Injuries, bur moſt of all when they want necet- 
laries, either by reaſon of Scarcity, unreaſon- 


| ablenels of the Price,, or want of Money to Buy : 
| 'Tis the Prudence, and onghr ro be the Care ot 
the Ruling Power, with removing the Caule, to 


prevent their doing themſelves Juſtice ; for then 


| they go beyond all Bounds, and {o fall into Vio- 
| lence, Rage, Injuſtice and Craelty, which hath 
oivenoccalion to the ſaying,a furore populi libera nos. 
| Lord dehver us trom the fury of the People ; I 
know 'cis too uſual with them ro repine ar any 
' thing thar is amiſs, and to complain of the leait 
| inconveniency, not conſulering thar there happen 
| {ometimes ſuch conjunctures and accidents, viherr 
| miſcarriages are unavoidable, not fo much 
' through the fault of the Government as the con- 
| currence and contingency of Caulcs rhar have ill 
influences ; as ſometimes we {ce a good Watch 
'to be our of Order, not by any defect in the 
Workmanſhip, bur by reaſon of the injury of the 
| weather, or other accidents,winch ariſerh not our 
| of the Watch itſelf, and herein, and when ſuch 
things happen, 1 could wiſh the Government ro 
| pity thoſe whole ignorance of fuch things make 
them uncapable of rhar neceſiary Obferyarion, 
and deal with thein accordingly. The Pod 
muſt be the Seat of Wildom, but if 5: $34 
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quences are obvious ; Fear 1s a great diſtermper 
in the Spirits of Men, which by all means Stare - 
Phykcians owphr Withour Celay, po abour to 

Ciurn 
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Cure, elſe that Diſtemper is of iuch a nature, as 
can ſoon make 1t 1ncreale ; wherctore when the 


Patient calls for Remedy, Ict it fO0n be applyed | 
or elic there 15 danger, the Ducale ſhall turn in; 


to a Delirium and Madnets, which ſome Tem- 


pers are more apt than others to fall into, which 
ſhould make Rulers well ro ſtudy how ro under-Þ 
{tgnd the Conſtitution of rhe Government, and 


the Temper of their People. He who denies 


another a juſt thing, doth thercby provoke him 
to ask for things thar are unjutt, and if he harhÞ 
ſtrength along with him, A will make hin 
the more dangerous, Let Reloboam be an exam-f 
plc for all Rulers, who being influenced by evilÞ 
Countel, deny'd, and that in a {mart way, to eafcſþ 


the People of unjuſt and heavy Burdens: * Tis true, 


- In that cale 'tis expreſly laid, (a) That thing ws 
frem the lord, fo *tis in every other, for ſomerimesÞþ 
when Princes Rebel againft God, in his JultÞ 


Judgment, their Subjects Rebel againt them, 
Great Men, tho' placed in a higher Orb, 


come within the predicament of Subjects, andÞ 
have Sins proper to their ſtation; ſome of rhenſ 
ont of Pride, Ambition, or Covctoulnels, makeÞ/ 
ule of the Power which God hath pur into their 


hands, te wrong and opprels their Interiours, 


and confider not their Authority, as means theyſþ 
are intruſted with ro do much Good and noi 
much Evil; for like Stewards they ſhall give 
God an account thereof; thoſe Abuſes of theirs 
are taken notice of in Scripture, (b) Do not rich 
meV oppreſs you and draw you before the judgment 
ſeats ® Do not they blaſpheme that worthy name ty| 
the which ye are called? It with Power God had} 


given thera Grace and Wiſdom, they would con- 


fider that their being Searcd in High Places, lays} 


them the more open tv the eyes of others, and 
that 
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that their failings and falf: ſters are more taken 
notice of, and expolcd to the cenſure of Hiea ; 
they mult not make Cypners of themlielves, nor 
be like the tiery Vapours 1n the middle Region 
of the Air, which are taken norice of only by their 


fall ; Great Men God hath placed within their 
Sphere, to give Light unto thole of an interiour 
Orb, bur too often they arc confpicuous only for 
their bad exainples and thc ill Influences they hays 
upon others: They think themſely2s ro be aboye 
all Rules and Qunod {ihzt, licet, they may do what 
they pleaſe, which im them 1s a great miltake ; 
thercture often, God to make chem know them- 
lelves, doth lay their Honour and Paivei in the 
Duſt, as of late years we have leen examples, 
even of Crowned Heads. LIhat King of Exzpr, 
who hearing Alexand:r to be called the Great, 
laid, He is not Greater except he be better than I, 
be ſpake well. 

» There are other ſins and of a very dangerous 
contequence, the more becaute fo Epidemical, 
and theſe, committed by Men of ſeveral Sorts 
and Temper ; whercot lome ſuffer their Judg- 
ment to be 1npoled upon, others out of partt- 


| aliry, or for ſome Worldly Conſiderations, to 


their own Lois, let their Heart ro be Bribed in 
the choice they make of ſome Men whom they 


- entruſt with their Concerns, who neither fear 
| God nor love their Country, Athecifts, ' Epicures, 
| who oppole any thing thar rends ro promore Plety 


and Virtue, or to diſcourage Vice and Immora- 
lity, who having fold their Soul ro the Devil ro 
do his Drudgery ; make no tcraple to fell them- 


ſelves to Men to do all their Will and Plealure : 


Therefore no wonder if Men fo ill qualified, do 


| for Self-Intereſt berray their Truſt { He who 1s 
\ not True ro God will be Falſe rw Man, tho in 
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Ciforone ways 5 lome above-doard, others un- 
der, and indirectly 3 ſome by openly oppoting 
thc liimnd's Intereſt, others with neglecting, 
witirawing, and upon occation Gelerting the 
Seivice, t1hele indeed are,loud and crying fins, 
which Yer cannot excule the Folly 'of thole who 
Inciufted rhem with whar's near and dear : As no 
Prudent Man will Truit a Bloody Man with 
1s Life , Sonone thar is Wile, will lay his Eitate 
in the hams of one who 13 needy and greedy : 
OUT the Silliicts of fome, and Diſhoneſty of 
others, do prepare marter for a Judgment ro 
Come. 

Tio I already have given ſome hints againſt 
Drivery, yer the inatter 1s of too Ingh.a concern- 
ment t be lightly palled over ; the more, be- 
cauie now more than ever, like a mighty Stream 
ic hath overilown all beyond bounds and mea- 
ſure : One can ncither look nor go any where, 
bur *tis to be ſeen and mex with ; it hath pot- 
ſoned our very Springs, Oh! the abominable wick: 
edneſs, Thus ar firſt, the Devil, under a ſpect- 
ous pretence, blinded the underſtanding of our 
firſt Parents, corrupted their Heart, and ſedu- 
ced them to Rebellion againtt, and Dilobedience 
ro their Maker. To go about Bribing Men, 1s 
to do the Devils work, and tempt them to com- 
mir evil, ro turn Rogues and Knaves, ro betray 
their Judgment, Conicience, Truth, Truſt, Good 
Nate, Friends, Relations, Countrey, with what- 
ſoever ought to be near and dear, even God him- 
ſelf is iruch as ever ; for Money Fudas betrayed 
his Lord and Maſter, and if they .could, would 
dehver lim too, and ro Damn their own Souls, 
] would be for cutting off a Hand thar offers a 
Bag of Goid, ſooner than that which rakes 1t ; 
for if there was no Giver there would be no Re- 
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ceiver, and none would be Tempred it there was 
no Temprer, who 1s the Devil's Tool : And to 
Tempr and Seduce is a daimnable Office, which 
in Men arguesa mean, a bale, and a wretched 
Saul : A penerous Spirit will {corn to take any 
advantage of the Frailty, Corruprion, and Wants 
of another 3 or to lay Snares ani{ a Sumbling- 
block before the Weak, which 15 ſo contrary 
t@ a Chriſtian Frame, This is nor Policy bur 
Knavery, for True Policy is grounded upon Ju- 
{tice and Honour, guided by Prudence, Wildom, 
and Experience 3 and through reaſonable means 
tend ro good ends. Knavery 1s an effect of a 
dark Underſtanding, whereof Chearing, Irick 
Ing, . Deceiving, with over-reaching, are the Ih 
' eredientss When any Perton and Party are re- 
duced to ſuch miſerable Shifts, which baniſh Ho- 

| neſty our of the World, and makes way for them- 
ſelves to be ſerved, as they caule others tro be, 
tis a clear fign that they are at NE Wits end, 

| and deſpair of the Goodneſs and Succels of their _ | | 
| Caule, feeing they would promote ut by unlaw- 74 
'ful means. Sometimes th y would maxe {pect- 
ous prerences, and even God's Holy Name fub- 

| fervient ro their pernicions ends, Who to them 

| will fay as formerly he aid ro his People, Thou (4g) Tas. 

haſt made me to ſerve with thy ſins, thou halt wea- 4s," 
ried me with thine Tniquities. (a) And having for 

| | a while winked ar, and ſufered them to g» on 

' 1n their unworthy courſes of Bribing, Suborn- 

* | ing, Corrupting, Seducing, por raking Advat 

| rage of the Weakneſs, Blindneſs of Mind, or 

ralleneſs of Heart of or ners, will at laſt ſend a 

| blaſt upon all their concrivances, and as in amo- 

ment overthrow what through !iinful means they 

had been building for bad ends, and r0 the em fay po 4,5. 4 

25 þ: doth ro the Sea, (b) Hitherts {ot ili comer 


, 2 ant 


Tho 


cO 


The Trumpet in Sion. 


differone ways 3 lome above-doard, others un- 
der, an indirectly 3 ſome by openly ' oppoſing 
tacit 1ind's Intereſt, others with negleCting, 
withdrawing, and upon occation Gelerting the 
Seivice, lhele indeed are,louJ and crying fins, 
which yet cannot excule the Folly of thoſe who 
Incruſted them with whar's near and dear : As no 
Prudent Man will "ruſt a Bloody Man with 
his Lite , So none thar 1s Wile, will lay his Eſtate 
in the hands of one who 13 needy and greedy : 
Our the vSillinets of ſome, and Diſhoneſty of 
others, do prepare marter for a Judgment tro 
come, 

Tho I already have given ſome Hints againſt 
Brivery, yet the matter 1s of too high a concern- 
ment to be lightly palled over ; the more, be- 
cauſe now more than ever, like a mighty Stream 
it hath overilown all beyond bounds and mea- 
ſure : One can neither look nor go any where, 
bur 'tis to be ſeen and meyx with ; it hath pot- 
fſoned our very Springs. Oh! the abominable wick- 
edneſs. Thus ar firſt, the Devil, under a ſpect- 
ous pretence, blinded rhe underſtanding of our 
firſt Parents, corrupted their Heart, and ſedu- 
ced them to Rebellion againſt, and Dilobedience 
ro their Maker. To go abour Bribing Men, is 
ro do the Devils work, and rempr them to com- 
mtr evil, to turn Rogues and Knaves, ro betray 
rheir Judgment, Conſcience, Truth, Truſt, Good 
Name, Friends, Relations, Countrey, with what- 
ſoever ought to be near and dear, even God him- 
ſelf is much as ever ; for Money Fuda betrayed 
tis Lord and Maſter, and it they could, would 
deliver lim too, and ro Damn their own Souls, 
] would be for cutting off a Hand thar offers a 
Bag of Gold, ſooner than that which rakes it ; 
for it there was no Giver there would be no Re- 

celver, 
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ceiver, and none would be Tempred if there was 
no Temprer, who 1s the Devil's Tool : And ro 
Tempr and Seduce is a damnable Office, which 
in Men argues a mean, a bale, and a wretched 
| Saul: A generous Spirit will {corn to take any 


1 advantage of the Frailty, Corruption, and Wants 


| of another 3 or to lay Snares and a Sumbling- 
| block before the Weak, which is ſo. contrary 

tq a Chriſtian Frame, This 1s nor Policy bur 
| Knavery, for True Policy is grounded upon Ju- 
| ſtice and Honour, guided by Prudence, Wildam, 


and Experience 3 and through reaſonable means 
| tend tro good ends. Knavery 1s an effect of a 
dark Underſtanding, whereof Cheating, Irick- 
| Ing, . Deceiving, with over-reaching, are the In- 


| oredients, When any Perſon and Party are re- 
| duced to ſuch miſerable Shifrs, which baniſh Ho- 


| neſty our of the World, and makes way for them- 
| ſelves to be ſerved, as they cauſe orhers ro be, 


tis a clear fign thar they are ar their Wits end, 


' and deſpair of the Goodneſs and Succels of their 


| Caule, ſeeing they would promote it by unlaw- 
| ful means. Sometimes they would make {peci- 
ous prerences, and even God's Holy Name ſub- 
| ſervient ro their pernicions ends, who to them 
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will ſay 425 formerly he aid ro his Pe: £0p! © Thou (xy Ifas. 
| haſt made me to ſerve with thy ſins, thou haſt wea- 43. 4. 


| 7Hed me with thine [niquities. (a) And having for 
' a while winked ar, and ſaffered them to 85 on 
' 1n their unworthy courſes of Bribing, Suborn- 


| ing, Corrupting, Seducing, and raking Advary, 
| rage of the Weakneſs, Blindneſs of Mind, or 


 Falfeneſs of Heart of orhers, will at laſt ſend a 
! blaſt upon all their concrivantes, and as in a mo- 


; ment overthrow whar througi {inful means they 


| had been building for bad 4.9 and to rhem ſay 
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and no farther. and here ſhall thy proud waves be 
f. fttayed. And as (2) he diſappointeth the devices of the 
we 'y, and taketh the waſe in their own craftineſs, 
may be,when they leaſt think on't 3 God, ro con- 
found all their great contrivances, will ſend Death 
with this Errand, come to give an account of 
thy ſelf. By whar 1s ſaid againit the Bribers, I in- 
rend not to excuſe the Bribed in any ftation or 
capacity whatiocver, nv more than ſhall be thale 
who yield to the Devil's Temprartions ; for both 
Temprer and Tempred are guilty, Ir availed 
Adam no:ning to {t the ſaulr upon another, thar 
iS, his Wife, nor Eve to fay The Serpent beguzied 
me. For Gol aiſſed Senrence of Condenwatt- 
071 upon all Three. Ts ir nor a great Crime ? 
Ts it not a great folly in 0:2 ro fell his Soul for 
Money, or other worldly Advanrage ? Yer therc 
arc rhole Men in rhe Wort.i,wao ro do an 11! thing, 
will, ailoon, and as ofren take a Bripe, as a 
Lawyer will rake a Fee to {peak for a Clienr. 
To Beg 1s become a Trade full of Abules, 
which daily may be ſeen in the Streets : 'tis a 
Seminary of Idlcnels, Lewdneſs, &©c. I knaw 
ſome are fir Qbjedts of Charity, bur others ule ir 
as a Cloak to their ev!l Defigns, which ought ro 
be enquired into: Rememover the Apoſtles Rule 


TM (b) That if any will ot wiikh, when he can, ner- 


ther ſhould re eat; Here we haye a parcel of 
Boys, known by the name of the Biack Grard, 
who by a looſe manner of Life, inure themſelyes 
ro all kinds of Vice : So there are many young 
Girls. who under the notion of B:gging, are ſeen 
up and down the Streets, rodrive on the Trade 
of Pick-Pockers, 2nd Whoring : As ro the Mer, 

when they 7 grow older they Decome wandring and 
" dy Fezgars. and at lait High” way Men,wntch 
it Cane! 'y "minded an JEMEU! ey gh be pre” 
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vented, and conſequently their being condemn'd 
ro the Gallows. 

Here I cannot forbear raking notice of a thing, 
which tho, ir may be, is not properly and in it 
ſelf a Sin, yet with Humble Submitiion to thoſe 
whom 1t may concern, I ſay ir may become a 
din in irs Adjuncts and Conſequences, for it af- 
tords occalion enough of Sin in thole unchari- ; 
table Sermons, which our Boanerges do upon the 
Anniverſary Day, fulminare againit the Dead and 
{ the Living, and thereby ſhew they know nor 
\ whar a Chriitian Spirit is: This is roo much like 
che Antichriſtian Practice of Popes, who every 
| Year on a certain day, cauſe a Bull full of Cur- 
| ſes to be read.One would think that after Fitty 
| years Lime, there ſhould be a Preſcriprion for 
| tuch things, arid 'twould be well ro forger and 
| forgive that which keeps up Divitions, and intails 
| Hatred and Revengefulneis upon us and our Po- 
| ſterity 3 as it of late we had not Breaches enough, 
| bur we muſt till continue the old ones, and Su- 
| perſtitiouſly Keep an Anniverlary for the Aſhes 
| of a Man ; and with fuch Religious Circum- 
| ſtances, as make the thing much the worſe,which 
| upon another occaſion God grievouſly complain'd 
| againſt, That (a) by ſetting man's threſhold by 1s (=) Extk, 
| threſholds, ard their poſt by his poſts, they pro- #3: 5 
| phaned his Temple, and defiled his Workhip, 
| therefore he commanded them ro put away the 
| Carkaſſes of their kings far from bim, whereby TO 
| Men are ſtained with a kind of Idolarry, we of 
cown-right Superſtition, a good and proper In- 
| {truction,for this Cafe and theſe Times. Athing is 
| ſometimes a Sin, and ſomerimes a Puniſhment tor 
{Qin (6) Take heed brethren, (aith the Apoſtle, leſt (b) Heb. 
there be in any of you an coil heart of unbelief, \> on 
22 departing from tre {ieins Ged ; here to depart 
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(s) C5. ©. ftaved. And as (*) he diſa po2ns eth the devices of the 


crafty, and takoth the waje in their own craftineſs, 
may be,when they lealt tink on't 3 God, ro con- 
found all their great contrivances,will ſend Death 
with this Errand, come to give an account of 
thy ſelf. By wha: - oy agaivit the Bribers, L1in- 
rend not 10 excuſe rhe Bribed in any ſtation or 
capicity whatioc ver, nv morc than ſhall be thale 
who yi-!d ro the Devils Vemprarions ; for both 
Temprer and Tempred are guilty, Ir availed 
Ada no-aing to calt the ſault upon another, that 
is, his Wife, wor Eve to fay The Serpent beguzied 
me. Tor Gel pailed Senrence of Condemwati- 
O71 upon all Three. Ts ic not a great Crime ? 
Ts it not 2 great folly in 0:12 0 fell his Soul for 
Money, or other wo-laly Advantage ? Yet there 
arc thote Mon in the Vorti,wno ro qo an 1! thing, 
will, ailoo:n, a< viren take a Bripe, as a 

(pcak for a Client. 
To B:z 1 become a Trade full of Avales, 
which daily may be ſeen in the Streets : "tis a 
Seminary of Idlcnels, Lewdneſs, &©c. I knaw 
ſome are fit Qbjects of Charity, bur others ule 1t 
as a Cloak to their evil Defigns, which ought ro 
be enquired into: Remember the Apoſtles Rule 
That if any wall ;:ot wiih, when he can, nc> 
the ſrould ire eat; Here we haye a parcel of 
Boys, known by the name of the Back Grard, 
who by a looſe manner of Life, 1nure themſelyes 
ro all Kinds of Vice : v0 there are many young 
Girls who under the notion of B-gging, are feen 
up 2 2nd down the Screets, ro drive on the Trade 
of Fick-Pockers, 2nd Yioring :. As ro the Mer, 
waenthey grow older they Decome wandring and 
fun:dy Fe. ears. and atlut Hipt-way Men,which 
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vented, and conſequently their being condemn'd 
tro the Gallows. 

Here I cannot forbear raking notice of a thing, 
which tho, it may de, 1s not properly and 1n it 
{elf a Sin, yet with Humble Submitiion to thoſe 
whom 1t may concern, I lay it may become a 
vin 1n its Adjuncts and Conlequences, for it aft- 
tords occalion enough of Sin in thole unchari- 
table Sermons, which our Boanzryes do upon the 
Anniverſary Day, fulminare agxinit the Dead and 
the Living, and thereby ſhew they know nor 
what a Chriitian Spirit is: This 1s roo much like 
the Antichriſtian Practice of Popes, who every 
Year on a certain day, cauſe a Bull full of Cur- 
ſes to be read One would think that after Fitty 
years Lime, there ſhould be a Preſcription for 
juch things, atd 'twould be well to. forger and 


| forgive thar which keeps up Divitions, and intails 


Hatred and Revengefulnets upon us and our Po- 
ſterity 3 as it of late we had not Breaches enough, 


| bar wemuſt ftill continue the old ones, and Su- 


perſtitiouſly Keep an Anniverſary for the Aſhes 


| of a Man ; and with tuch Religious Circum- 
| ſtances, as make the thing much the worſe, which 


upon another occaſion God grievoufly complain'd 


phaned his Temple, and defiled his Worthip, 


therefore he commanded them ro put away the 
| Carkaſſes of their kings far from bim, wheretiy h 
| Men are ſtained with a kind of Idolatry, and a 
| Cown-right Superſtition, a good and proper In- 


{truction,for this Caſe and thele Times. Athing is 
loetimes a vin, and ſomerimes a Puniſhment tor 
din. (b) Take heed brethren, taith the Apoſtle, leſt 
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*. 15 a Sin, inanother place *tis a Puniſhment (a) De- 
pat from me ye that work iniquity : go the thing 1 
now ſpeak about, may be borh a Sin and a Pain 
for 1r. 


Belides all theſe Publick Sins, there are in the| 
Nation Secret Sins, {o called upon ſeveral Ac-f 


counts, either becauſe they are the dear darling 
and bolom Sins in the Heart, (o beloved, 
the Sinner 15 content to part with God, with 
Chriſt, and wirh every thing elſe, rather than 
' With them 3 ſuch D.1;/4s they cannet and will 
por leave, thd their Life lay ar ſtake: O theſe 
prophane Eſaus , Wwho 'b) Sell their birth- 


er:j'y the ' pleaſures of /in fer a ſeaſon, (d) betore eh» 
Fulneſs of joy in God's Preſence, and the pleaſures for 
evermore that are at hi; rift hand | Elſe they be 
called Secret, becaute co: mitted in fecret ; for, 
Shame, which trom the beginning of the World, 
as we fee in our Firſt Parents, followed Sin, 
makes the Sinner hide himſelf as rhey did. 
they are called Srcre!, becauſe fometimes the Of- 
tenders fee them nor, and are ignorant of, either 
by rcaſon thar they are roo many, or elle no! 
minded, which made David pray for Pardon, 
1 and lay, 'd) Wiccan underſtand hy error ? Cleanſe 
19.12. thou me from ſecret faults: winch fomerimes are 
above the reſt of {o ſhameful a nature, as make 

(f ) Eprcſ. the { poltle lay, (f) For it 7s a ſhame even to ſpeak 
*: 15 of thiſe things which are done of them in ſecret. 
Theio are the Warke of earzneſs, which he 
would have us ?9 caf? of, and inſtead of them ro 

** (8) put on the Armour of /rohe, Theſe muſt be 
lefr to God, and to the Conſcience of Sinners, 
*(b) u1 we the Lord w53 broth ww oring to light 


1 


CO IC, 


{ ith Truth it 
(of 


} 
E276 tie C17 lets of fie — For, 


that 


right for prrtage ! O the Fools who preter (c) tl 


Allo 


The Trumpet in Sion. 55 


ſelf (a) Nothing s ſecret that ſhall not be made ma- (3) Ce 
nifeſt neither any thing hid that ſhall not be known © ** 


' and come abroad, What Men have done 1n lecret 


and in dark corners out of Man's fight, God hath 
jcen, and ſhall be publiſhed upon the Houſe tops, 
Some of thete Sins appear and are great in God's 


Sighr, for every Sin is the Tranſgrefſion of the 


| Law of an Infinite, Eternal, and Almighty God, 


| ſo upon thar Account no vin may be called Small, 
| only comparatively ; as there ſhall be degrees of 
' Pains, fo there are degrees of vins which deſers 
ved thoſe Pains : Yet thele ſecret dins are upon 
| ſome Accounts, not ſo bad as preſumptuous and 
| publick Sins, which canſe God's Enemies to Blaf- 
pheme, give u! examples, and ſtir up the cor- 
 ruption 1n Men's Hearts to do the like. 


Here are not only {b) Crimſon Sins of notorious (4) 1/«:. 


| Sinners, bur alſo thoſe of them who ftruggle ': *© 
againſt Sin, for God's People have their ſpots too, 

| of many kinds, (c) for iz many things we offend (©) 7971. 
all, (d) there 1 no man that farneth not : Tis a Leſ- by ) 
[fon Taught by the Lighc of Nature, for faith a 8.45, 
| Wiſe : Heathen Nemo ſme crimine wivit. Bur 

 11$ moſt proper to leave thele ro their 9wn Con- 
 [ciences. Theſe Sins are fitter to be {poken of 


I X:7;g, 


in a Pulpit, than here infiited upon : Betides, they 


fare not the crying fins of the Nation ; and rhq 
ſometimes, God, like a Father, gently chaſtiſerh 
his Children for them. (e) I will corre& thee in mea- 

ſure, and will not leave thee altogether unpuniſhed 
| Fyet never overthrows Nations, for the ſame, he 
gives them Repentance of, and they mourn fro 
them in ſecret. 


| (e) Ferom 
520,11. 


As there are {ins of Omiſlion, and thole dam- 


nable too, as well as of Commiſſion; 1o 'ts a 
in not only ta commit any I named, as not ro 


Puniſh them; bur alſo not to ule mcans to re- 
| \ Cla:m 


_—__ 


56 


18, 


(b)Rom.13. 


LY 
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claim the Sinners, 'Tis a Chriſtian Duty in 1 


Friend/in a proper and charitable mariner, t: 


warn his Brother, and endeavour to bring hin: 


off his Sin ; but it that cannot do'c, then othep 


ways ought to be try d, and one mutt go for hel 


where 1: may be had. In another Cate we hay: ? 
Directions which may be uteful in this : When 
Man who hath ottended atother, will not hea 


him, then he mult take one or two more and g; 


to him, but if he retuſes ro hearken, then he i 
(a) Maith. ro go farther, and where is lome Authority, anc 
(a) rell it unto the Church. Thus 1n this Caſe,if a 
Man doth Curſe, Swear.or in any other notorious 
way, break the Laws of God and of the Land, hÞ 
that hears him is bound to go to the Magiſtrate 
in whole hand lies the executive power, and in 


form againſt ſuch a one. I kno.v tome preſent]; 


will cry our againſt an Intormer, which indeed 
hath been a veiv odiovus Name, when gotten, forſ 
Unjuſt, Odious, and Unlawful things ; as to take 
away a Man's Good Name, Fortune, Liberty off 
Lite, ro ſerve ill purpoles, whether of private Men 
or of a bad Government ; bur the Caſe is muctf 
otherwile, when the Honour and Service of God 
are concerned, which any wile tro be initrumen{ 
tal to Det-nd and Afert, is ina Man very Hoy 
nourable : And becauſe the Magiſtrate, in whoſe 
Hand God hath pur the Sword to be (b) an avenper | 
and to exccute wrath upon him that doth eval, canfp 
not be every where to ſee and know, there-ſ 


fore he FFands in need of being 1nformed, to there 


muſt be thoſe who can and will do't. Let thef 
wicked World do what it can to revile, and rif 
dicule to good an Office ; I will nor mind what 
IS againlt it, no more than the Experienced[ſ' 
Pilor doth the roaring and tumbling ofÞ 


the Waves, ur the croſs and fide Winds, bur ſtill 
ſtcers 
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3/ 
ſteers rowards his Point : As long as we have 2 
ſure word of propheſie, we do weil that we take heed * "oak 
as mito a light that ſhines in a dark, plate; Our * 
Warrant tor this 1s out of Gou's Word, and we | 
muſt Obey God.and not tear Man, (a) thou ſha!t 7n ohh 
ary wiſe, or plainly, rebuke thy neiobbour 3 3 the £5 
words in any wile go far, by all means, if you 
cannot directly, do't indirectly ; it not of thy 
ſelf do'r by others, if thou wanreſt Power, do'r 
by thoſe that are in Authority 3 what 1s addcd is 
con{1derable, and nt ſuffer ſin upon him. Endea> 
your to pet it removed, ether by good and bro- 
therly Counicl, and it thole cannor ſerve, by Pu- 
viſhment. This 1s a Rule under the GOipel, as- 
well as under the Lav, repreſented as a mott un- 
portant Service, attended with a great Reward. 
(v) Brethren, if any one of you do err jrom the truth, (4) Gam. 
and one converteth him, let him know that he whichs 19, 20 
converteth the ſinner from the errour of his ways, ſal 


| fave a Soul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of 
ſins, Then 'tis a Chriſtian Duty in one's (tation to 


ule means to make a Sinner leaye his fins, if not our 
of Love yet out of Fear, which not to do, draws 
God's Cenſure npon the beft of Men: The Son of 
God having highly commended the Angel of the 
Church of Tiyatira for his Charity, Service, Faith, 
Patience and Works, yet finds fau}r with him, 
which is of the ſame nature with thaz we now 
are upon. Notwith(tanding Ihave a few things againſi Rev. us. 
thee, and whar are thele ? Becauſe thou faffer ij} that 
woman Fezebel to teach and to ſeduce my ſervants, to 


; makethem commit fornication and to eat thinss f FA 
: ficed unto Idols. This Indulgence and I oleration of 


is condemned, ſo 


evil Practiſes and Doctrines, 


; that noMan ought to ſuffer, bur ro the utmoſt of his 


Power,within his {tation,to hinder with Accuſing, 


Condemning and FRAIL publick bas. He which 
L - declates 
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declares not Trcalonable Words and Deſigns, 
which he knows,dMciervc's to be ſeverely puniſhed * 
So doth h2 who bearing Blaſphemy, Impiety, and 
Vicke!nels {poken, and committed againſt God, 
Conceals 1t, Whicl is no Imall Guilt :. * Tis a kind 
of Rebeilion againit the moſt High, Erernal and 
Almighty God, ani Treaton in the Higheſt de- 
orce ; therefore every Pious Man, for all the talk 
and frowns of the World, 1s in his capacity, bur 
without l{elf-cuds, bound roappear, either as a Wit- 
nels to Convince, or a Judge to Condemn; and upon 
this account Gud laith, (4) Fear ye 15t the reproach 
of nien, neat/:er be ye aj aid of their revilings. 
Another Sin very common I muſt nor forget, 
"tis I/ant of Chaiity, Which rho expreticd in Nega>- 
Live terms, yet Contains a politive Evil in the bot- 
tom,tor it ujually ariles our of a principle of Enyy 
and Malice, or atleaſt of Imprudence ;z when ſome 
Men wreſt, and give a miſconitruction to the 
Words and Actions of others, and like Spiders 
turn all into poilon : they take pleaſure to hear 
their Neighbour ill ſpoken of and flander'd, 
which they promote and encourage. Love or Cha- 
rity, Which in Greek, the Language of the New 
Teſtament, 1s ore and the fame, 1s the fulfilling 
of the Law, for, (v) He that loveth another hath 
fuifilled the Law, lo the want of it is the breach of 
the whole Law, which is by our Saviour reduced 
to thele two Heads, ro love God with all our 
Heart, with all our Loul, and with all our Mind, 
ard our Neighbour as our ſelves: Now if we do 
not perform this lait, which cannot be when we 
are uncharitable to kin, we will never do the 
tirlt, tor, *c) He that loveth wot his brother whom 
le hath focu, how con he lewe God whom be hath ms 


/cin; Charity 1s what God requires of us; for, 


The 


"7 4 pew FT 'Þ»>. IH 


wo tu Tv Y.wR8u is 


w hn 


9 


are exhorted (6) above all thiv 185 to put 07 Charity. , 


l ks _ 


would in theſe uncharirable times be very necct- 


| fary, be quick to hear, flow to ipeak, flower to 
| anger, and ſloweſt of all to judge, 


The Duty of every Chriſtian is, nor haſtily to 
judge, or raſhly condemn one another, bur rather 


| our of a principle of promoting his Neighbour's 
| good, friendly and gently 1n private tn Adviie 


and Admoniſh him, not with Authority, and Ma- 


| giſterially, which doth more harm than good, 
| and commonly produces, rather a bad than a 
| good Effet ; bur with a Chriftiaa Prudence, by 
| all means avoiding to expoſe his good Name : 
| For if he be not tender of his nood Name, 't1s 


in vain he will pretend ro be his friend, or 10 
do't for his good 3 and any on?, tho indificrent 


, 
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 (1)The end of the Commandment i Charity, And we! A) 1 10192 
( \Colol 3s 
| which as another Apoſtle ſaith, (c) Shall cover a 4 
multitude ef ſins, Ard withour 11 Cyery ting elle (c) A Per. 
15 infignificant,(d) Tho T have the gift of Prophecy. and #5 1) 1 
Lunderſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowle doe, and tho \;. 1, x. 
| I have all Faith-=- and have no Charity, T am 1no- 

Th mg, laith the great Apoltle of the Gentiles: fe) And 72) v. 2, 
2:0 1 eeftow all my awd to feed the por, and give my 

L lody to be burned, and have no Coarity. it profit= 

'eth me notring Charity rot only doth no evil, 

| but allo thinketh noevil., there are Nicn in the 

| World who mealure ani judge of others vy them- 

E ſelves, and {o think evil of others, becauic rhey 

do evil themliclves; ſuch ſhould remeber whar 

[iaith our Blefled Lord, (f; Tudoe not that ve be FÞ Woes. 
not judged, for with what juadgine nt ye judoeyye ſhallb @7 

| 11daed, (2 7) and IT/50 art thoil tl. it jd)? eſtanother Man's (7) Rom, 
| Fronts 2 to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : 

| The Advice which the Ravbies tay Meſes gave the 
| children of T/rae!, at his coming down from the 
Mountain, before the reading of the Law to them, 


Cor. 


ons <oony— or One 


, 
Cy 


{1) Gal. 


1 5,277 
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[y clear-lighted, ſhall eafily perceive Malice, and 
fone ill Defign in the botrom of it: 1 fay thar 
gentle ways ought to be uſed, though the Party 
was 12 fault, and deſerved to be reproved for ir, 
according to the Apoltles Rule, (a) Brethren, if a 
Man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 
reſtore wy an ac in the Spirit of meekneſs, conſider 
ing thy ſelf, leſt 7 fo thou be tempted. 1 hole Hons 
of Thunder who would bring down fire from 
Heaven and deitroy all, know not what Op1r1t 
they are of, {ure I am 'tis nor the Spirit of Chriſt, 
This muit alto be done 1m a fit and proper time ; 
thus Avigail finding (b) Naval in drink , told him 
nothing more or leſs of bis folly againſt David, anti! 
the Mornzng light © "Tis the Character of a good 
Man tobe dilcreet in the management of his Con- 
cerns, cither in relation to him{elf or neighbour. 
(c) 4 200d man will puide bis Affairs with aiſcreti- 
»n. He who - cares not how he treads upon his 
Neighbour's Reputation, doth thereby diſcover 
Venom 1n the Hearr, ler his pretences be never 
ſo plauſible and {pecions. In this World every 
Man hath I wo general Parts to act, which rho 
in ſome things oppoſite, yer may well agree, be- 
ing brought under a due Subordination, and in 
relation to their reſpective Objects : T mean thar 
of a Chriſtian, and of the Rank and Quality 
which God hath placed him in the World, and 
he may well fſatisfie both, and with Prudence 
perform his Duty to God, and #hat his ſtation 
requires of him ; and as primarily he ought ro 
mind the Glory of God, and Good of his Soul 
thercin included ; So Secondarily he ought to 
take care of his Honour in the World, when it 
6rofſes neither Picty nor Virtue ; and by all law- 
ful means detend it, when malicieuſly and vio- 

tently 


' 


; 
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| lently aſlaulred by bad Men. And this, thoſe 


that fer themlelves tor Centors of other Men's 
Actions, ought ro rake notice of, eipecially when 
they know them ro be no Deſpilers of good Ad- 


+ vice, when duly given, 


Burt the abominable Difeaſc of Caiumny being 


| now fo Epidemical, the danger of luttering ir to 
| viſible and great, and the harm rhercby aone 1o 
| frequent, it requires the greater Care to prevent 
| and {upprels it: Nothing more deſtructive ro So- 
| ciety, and nothing brings more contuſion into the 
| World, than doth ſpeaking 111 one of another : 
| Whence do often arile Quarrels, Fightings, Duels, 
| Bruiles, Wounds, and Death, bur from words 
| Miſ-ſpoken, Miſ-reporred, and Mit-underftood ? 
| O the Tongue thar cannot be governed, tho {a) A (a) Jars: 
little member , how preat a matter a little fire hind- 3: 5» 6 
leth? at ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, More 
| miſchief proceeds from the Organ of Speech, than 


' from all the other Members of the Body, as we 


6c 


| may ſeein what the Apoſtle faith abour it, (b) H/3th (5) Rom. 


| their tongues they have uſed deceit, the puijon of aſps 3. 13,21 


= 


x under therr lips, their mouth u full of curſing and 


| bitterneſs. What in Enzl;ſþ we call Slanderers, or 
| Falſe Accuſers, 15 in Greek called Devils, for rhe 


' Devil is their Father ; who as our Saviour ſaith, 


| was a lyar and a murd-rcr jrom the beginnins, How 
| many children 1n that kind hath he in the World, 
| tho in ſome different degrees and ways. Bur, Fe Prov.o. 3 


that hideth hatred with lying lips, and be that utter- LS, 
eh (lander # a fool. 
|. Some out of Malice, Revengefulneſs, or the 


like finful Principle, do either invent Lies with 


out any ground, againſt others, or mil:nterprer 
their Words and Adﬀtions, and are glad of any 


pretence to Blacken therr Neighbour with fa C: 


þ 


Aſperſions and malicious Iniinuations. And thele 


Men have another {ortunder them, who publiſh 
and 


The Tinumpet in SiON, 
the Lies and Slanders which the others forget, 
and ſo become partakers of other men's ſms: Both 
he who ſteals the Money, and he who puts 1t 1n- 
to the Bag arc guilty ; to he who ſpreads abroad 
the Slander, 15 as guilty as he who 1nvented 1t ; 
tho herein lomcumes there 1s a diflerence, for 
jome pubiilh it our of Imprudence, others our of 
a linful Compliance, and others our of Malice , 
Nay, there are lome, who out of their own na- 
raral Corruption, take pleaſure to hear others 1! 
ipoken of, ard tho in their mind rhey be convin- 
ced the things arc nor rruc, yer in their Heart 
are glad of 1t; and contrary to the Rules of 
Charity and Pruceace, will rather belicve Evil 
than Good ; tho in doubrtul Cales, the leaſt they 
ſhou!d do 1s to lufpend their Judgment, nll they 
ſee a juſt caule? and not preſently to proclaim it 
abroad. and this tall into the {nare, for this is a 
direct b:cach of the Ninth Commandment, Th 
ſha! ' not bear faiſe witneſs anrainſt thy Neth bur 3 
Whether 11s Gooas, Good Name: or Lie ; be con- 
cerned. Spreading 111 Reports upon uncertainties 
and hear-lay, 15 a bale thing, and odious before 
God, ana 2 Þ1CO POINT 17 the fght of Men, who 
being pinch" i11 10 ienfible a Part a5 Repuration, 
will kick again{t {11 as thus laſh them behind : 
Neither &© ] rhink that the Laws of God and 
Men require in a Man the $297c7an & 7 .214!, Or 
Inſenſibility, as if he was a Stock or a Stone, bur 
rather do all w him in Jawiul ways, I0 vind1- 
Cite [is goaou Tame, a5 LO actend | iis Life. One 


Caſe excepred, witzen ts Painly for rhe Caule On 


the Lord Jeſus, then ſuffer al | things gladly from 
rhoic rhar have Authority and Power over you : 
The Span: ade Bavc a fayi ing, Por tu honra pi la 
vida, y, pom los dos por tu Dios. Glazard thy Lite for 
thy Honour, Bur venture both for oy God. 'Is 
The tor the good of Human Society, thar a ſtrong 


Cutd 
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Curb ſhould be be pur upon Authors and Pro- 
moters of Slanders' to take away from the Sut- 
ferers all juſt cauſe from doing themlielves juſtice, 
when wronged in this calez and by thele means 
ſtall Peace be kept, and it will ftrike Terror up- 
on Ottenders in this kind ; or elle this will bring 
in Trouble and Confulicn : for there are ſome 
Men in the World who are as ready to venture 
all they have to vindicarte their Reputation, when 
unju{tly atfaulred, as ro defend their Life, This 
is lpoken as to Men, | 

Bur 1n relation ro God, there are more pretling 


Motives, not only againſt him who railes falle 
Reports againft another, bur allo againſt him thar 
| takes 1 up, Believes and Propagates it: God's 


word we have for it, for he that doth ſo, ſhall 


' not abide in God's Tabernacle, nor Cvell in his 
| Holy Hill ; for David puts the Queſtion to God, 
| (a) Lord, who ſhall abide, &c, which he Anſwers, (#) P/!. 
| He that taketh not up a reproach againſt his Netyh- CARTE 
| leur. Whar is to rake up a reproach ? the Old 
| Tranſlation hath it yery plain, not zo receive a 
| f.ilſe report againſt his neighbour, He who defi- 
 1&th ro be in God's Favour, atid be admitred in- 
| to his Honſe, muſt not hearken ro, encourage or 
| {upport a falſe Report againſt another, bur fay, 
| I will not be concern'd, and ſo let it fall. The 
' meaning of the place is of a large extent; ſome 
explain the words takes not up a reproach, by 
| doth not lift up s2nominy and icanaal upon his 
| Tongue, and with it lays no ſnares tv others, 
| either with forming falle things, or wreſting 
| thoſe that be rrue : Who will nar hear, ſpeak, or 
| believe a Reproach or falſe Report againſt his 
| Neighbour, thereby ro keep innocent his Ear, 
\ Tongue and Hearr. I (ay furcher, that in ſome 


caſes, Truth is ſelf, as to matters of Fact, when 
prejudicial 


64 
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prejudicial to ſome body, ought not to be puh- 
liſhed without necefiity, and a lawful Call, a; 
when a Man is upon Oath, ſummoned to bear 


Evidence in a Court of Juſtice to preſerve aff 
Man's Right ; but when by ſuch Reports fomeÞ 


body receives harm, and no body no good, thi; 
they were True, onght to be ſupprefied and by: 
ried : Doep's report to Saul of what had happen- 
ed between David and Abimelech was True, yer 
David tor it curſ”'d him ; us not always well and 
fir ro {peak tlie Truth: A Son's Saying, My Fi 
ther is a Thief and a Drinikard, may be True, bu: 
US ill of him to fay it 3 {o'tis, when againſt the 
Rules of Charity. 


Several other kinds of Sins we have here,which 


to mention would prove an endleſs TI ask, and in- 
deed, who can number them all 2 Whether of 
Inclination and Temper, of Relations, Profeſſi- 
ons, Conditions, Apes, of both Sexes, Family, Per- 
ſonal and National Sins; ar there 1s too much 


cauſe to complain, that Enz/and is become a, fink 
of evil in all ſorts, not only the 1n:quiries of thef 
Country, bur alſo thoſe of others, How great 
Sinners from him that firrerh upon the Throneff 
ro the Beggar upon rhe Dunghill, muſt we allf 
be, tince the Man, according to God's own Hear: 


fo heavily complained. (b) Mine iniquities ar? 


gone over mine head, as an heavy burden they arc} 


too heavy for me. And elſewhere, {c) Innumera: 


ble evils have compaſſed me about, mine miquitief 


have taken hold upon me, ſo that T am not able ti 


look up, they are more than the hairs of mine head, 
therefore mine heart faileth me. O that we could 
every one of us ſpeak of our Sins ſo feelingly | 
and penitently, as He did of His ; and that God 
would appoint over us Refiners and Purifiers ;| 


{ome Hezek'ah and Fefial, who aſlo.as they be- 
gun 


o90Uu7T. 40; | they #hat x oi {pig 118, { ' 1/{ he [19 "ty 7 3 
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pun to Reign ſhewed their ziai for God, and 
againſt din, 

I hitherto have ſpoken of our Sins, I muſt now 
ſay ſomething of the punitkment : Wich Par, I 


lay to my lelf, and roall Sinners, (a) Be wot (4) Cl.s 7 


ved, Grd ys not mocked, for whatſoever a Man ſow: 7» 
eh, that ſhall he alſo reap : For he that ſoweth to his 
fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corrrption : But he that 
ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit reap everlaſting 

life. Here is Good and Evil,a Gracious Reward,and 

a jult puniſhment offered, let us chuſe well *Tis of 
God's Truth and Juftice rhar Puniſhment ſhould 
follow Sin, he rewardeth both Good and Evil, 

we are told how (b) every man ſhall recerve by own (5) 1 Cc: 
reward,and ever it was 10, (c) for every eranſoreſſion 3: "If 
and difovedence received a juſt recemperce of reward. ( * 
There is a Reward tor the Righteuus, (o laith our 


Saviour, (d) Great 15 your reward in heaven, Long ( oy Marth, 


before, he had by David ſaid, that the Obe- ©: ** 
dience to God's Laws was the way tor. (e) In (e) Bf' 


| the keeping of them there 1s a great r-oward; and as 19: 

| there 1s 2 recompenle for the goud, ſo there 1s 

| tor the wicked (f) LVith thine «yes ſalt thor jee f\ 
| and beivold the reward of the wicked, We for our 5; « 
| Sins have feit, and (till fect Judgments of foreral” 
forts, for I muſt come borne. Firft, rhe Homour 

of the Nation is low in the world, which doth 


lit in a lenfible part: Foreign Conntries at this 


| time want tþ 2 Value and Eſtecin which once they 


tad for land Time was, and 118 not long 


| lince, 1 wl: en. QUTI Ne! ph! UO0111S WEre in tear ot, 
| and had us M1 Reverence, Myr FOAM x56 viherwile, 


the reainn 15 plain 3 'e, Them that Lonaur me Twill): 7 


15, 


tleeme "- Thar 4 iS, ſhall be honoured by Men, as 


Frey arc L2, fF(God, 25 wo £5245 037 the CXUNPIes 
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(c) Pſal. 
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prejudicial to ſome body, ought not to be puh- 
liſhed without necefiity, and a lawful Call, a 
when a Man is upon Oath, ſummoned to bear 
Evidence in a Court of Juftice to preſerve a 
Man's Right ; but when by ſuch Reports ſome 
body receives harm, and no body no good, thy 
they were True, onght to be ſuppreſſed and by: 
ried : Doep's report to Saul of what had happen: 
ed between David and Abimelech was True, yer 
David for it curſ"d him ; ts not always well and 
fir ro ſpeak the Truth: A Son's Saying, My Fa 
ther i5 a Thief and a Drunkard, may be True, but 
ris ill of him to ſay it 5 {o'tis, when againſt the 
Rules of Charity. 
Several other kinds of Sins we have here,which 
to mention would prove an endleſs Task, and in- 
deed, who can number them all 2 Whether of 
Inclination and Temper, of Relations, Profeſfi- 
ons, Conditions, Ages, of both Sexes, Family, Per- 
ſonal and National Sins; and there 1s too much 
cauſe to complain, that England is become a fink 
of evil in all forts, not only the 1n:quiries of the 
Country, bur alſo thoſe of others, How great 
Sinners from him that firterh upon the Throne 
ro the: Beggar upon the Dunghll, muſt we all 
be, ſince the Man, according to God's own Heart 
ſo heavily complained. (b) Mine iniquties ar: 
gone over mine head, as an heavy burden they arc 
too heavy for me. And elſewhere, (c) Innumera: 
ble evils have compaſſed me about, mine sniquitie! 


have taken hold upon me, ſo that T am not able 


look up, they are more than the hairs of mine head, 
therefore mine heart faileth me. O that we could 
every one of us ſpeak of our Sins ſo feelingly 
and penitently, as He did of His ; and that God 
would appoint over us Refiners and Purifiers; 
ſome Hezekiah and Fefiah, who aſſo.as they be- 


gun 
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pun to Reign ſhewed their zcal for God, and 14 
againſt Sin. if. 
I hitherto have ſpoken of our Sins, I muſt now 
ſay ſomething of the puniſhment : With Par, I 
ſay ro my lelf, and roall Sinners, (a) Be not decei- (a) Gal.6. 
ved, Grd is not mocked, for whatſoever a Man fow: 7» * | 
eth, that ſhall he alſo reap : For he that ſoweth to hts I 
fleſh, ſhal of the fleſh reap corruption : But he that 
ſoweth to the ſpirit ſhallof the ſpirit reap” everlaſting 
life. Here is Good and Evil,a Gracious Reward,and 
a juſt puniſhment offered, let us chuſe well *Tis of 
God's Truth and Juftice that Puniſhment ſhould 
follow Sin, he rewardeth both Good and Evil, 
we are told how (b) every man ſhall receive hy own (6 )1 Cer . 
reward.and ever it was fo, (c) for every tranſpreſſion 3: 3 
and difovedience received a juſt recempence of reward. (2) FTeP-2 
There is a Reward for the Righteous, ſo faith our 
daviour, (d) Great 1s your reward in heaven. Long \ Lo Marth. 
before, he had by David ſaid, that the Obe- ?* 
dience tro God's Laws was the way to'r. (e) In (e) Þ/ « 
the keeping of them there 15 a great roward; and as 19: 
there ts a recompenle for the goud, ſo there is 
tor the wicked (f) With thine eyes ſhalt thon ſee (f Y. / 
and behold the reward of the wicked. We for our ; "5 4 
yins have felt, and till feet [Judgments of ſeveral | 
forts, for I muſt come borne. Firſt, rhe Honour 
of the Nation is low in the world, which doth 
hit in a ſenſible part: Foreign Conntries at this 
time want the Value and Eſteem which once they 
had for Brg/and, Time was, and 11s not long 
lince, when our Neighbonrs were in fear of, py 
and had us in Reverence, bur nuw tis otherwile, P 
the reaton 15 plain 3 (e, Thim that Lonour me Twill (g)1 5 
honour. and they that» d:fbiſe me, ſiaail be liphtly *+ 3-- Ht 
eſteemed ; rhar is, ſhall be hononred by Men, as 
they are of God, 2s we h ave !t i) rhe examples o 
O00 50 i 
vi David ar ths lafrer end of Lis Lite, of (/Fenoſha- ''/ TT | y 
Is PI.44 
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(a) C39. phat, Hezelgah,(a)and their People under them, but 
+3» #/- now God hath imirten, us in that very tender 
(b) Prov. part, (b) Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but ſin 3s a 
'q Fa rproach to any people. Allo (c) Tribulation and an- 

1.9,  gufſh upon every Soul of Man that doth evil. 
The ſtrength of the Nation 1s much weaken- 
@, now 1t cannot do what formerly it could, 
«nd what remaineth of it, 1s through certain 
ways and means made uſeleſs. The Comlinels I tbe 
a) Pſa'. is gone, (d) For when thou with rebukes doſt cor- Nel 
+ ret man for iniquity, thou makeſt his beauty to con» {wn 
fume away like a moth : For God is a conſuming ons 
tire, and we are as ſtubble before him : There 1s fo 2 
now a concurrence of Sins commuarted, of judg- tho 
ments inflicted, and of others threatned, to that «7 
not only we feel, buralſo have cauſe to fear ; for IN!" 
God's Mercies, we by our fins, have made our bat 
ſelves unworthy of, and deſerved his moſt ſevere I Ha: 
Judgments, We ſeem in our carriage alhamed Bfrs 
to Conlels and Repent of our Sins, tho not ro | V" 
commair them ; fo that *'ris a wonder that having Af 
to often finned againſt Grace and the Goſpel, we | wr 
have not quite finned it away, it threatenerh wo | tho 
ra leave us to go to others who will value it mvure | anc 
than now many do among us. Par 
Allo the Riches are letten'd, Poverty is come || '0 
Gn apace upon many , I know thoſe who former- |} Mm? 
ly Fare plentifully, now ro want the Convent- Te 
encies.even the Neceſlaries for Life : Trade once | V! 
Flourithing, is now much decay'd, the Maſtery Ie 
of the Sea queſtion'd, and a Blaſt laid almoſt up- NP 
on every thing we undertake. We have felr the | Pb: 
great Scourpes, Plague, Fire, War, Unſealonable N #& 
weather, one after another, and Dearth; yer V 
Are not returned to God ; we are troubled with | ®! 
Partialitics, Factions, Hatred, and Animoſities : | (9) 
The Nation $6 Divided, Subdiyided, Under- Þ bn 

| ſubdivided 
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{ubdivided, yer we will not return to God, bur 
. | walk contrary to him ; ſo no wonder if he walks 
; | contrary to us, and I am atraid it may ar latt be 
in fury, For as, we have been unthankfal under 
| Mcrcics,, ſo we are become uncorrigible under 
 [udgments ; beſides, we have God's word for it, (4) 7.-v. 
to be ſertouſly read in the Lexts (a) quoted in the 7 pu 
© Margin, which contain terrible Judgments, bur ef ans 
. W the worſt are the Blindneſs of Mind, and hard- 2. 
neſs of Heart, which many are punith'd with, £9" + 
who mind not, and care not for the Diſpenfati- |, 
ons of God's Providence, and are (5) Given up22, 
; Wo wile Aﬀectiions, and to a reprobate mind, to do,, 
thoſe things which are not convenient, being filled with / - ja 
Wal wnrighteouſneſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, Cove 28, 24,0, 
 Wrſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, full of Envy, Murther, De- 31. 
 Wbate, Deceicr, Maligmity, Wiiſperers, Backbiters, 
Haters of God, Deſpiteful, Proud, Boaſters, Invent= 
 Wers of Evil things, Diſobedient to Parents, without 
Underſtanding, Covenant-break-rs, without natural 
Afﬀe tion, Implacable, Unmerciful 3 This is all now 
[written for us as once 1t was for the Romans, for 
rhole Sins are among us as taey were among them, 
and I look upon them nor only as Sins, bur allo as 
| Puniſhment for Sins : For when God leaves Men 
to themſelves, from one Sin, they by his juit Judg- 
ment fall into another ; for theſe Spiritual and 
Temporal Punithtnents are only Warning pieces ; 
Whar then will the Murthering ones be e Do 
we wait and {tay rill ſome deſtroying Angel come 
upon us 2 Well may we ciy out with the Pro- 
'pher, {c) Ir is of the Lord's mercies that we are not () jo, 
conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fazl not. 3. 2.2. 
We read, how once upon an unſeaſonable weather 
of Rain and I hunder, in Whear-Harveſt ume, 


y 


a) the people greatly feared, and cry'd out they had (7); $,,,, 


linned: And in another place 'tis fſatd, that 12, 18. 
| KR 2 Alt 
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(=) Ezr2 (a) All the men cf Judal» and Benjamin trembled, be 


Io. 9c 


G ) Alcal 


6.9. 


cauſe of their jin and for the great rain, which 
they look'd uvun as a Puniihmenr tor it : So ſhould 
we, who of jate, almoſt every Summer abour 
Harveſt time, have had {uch Rains as prejudiced 
the Corn, and other Fruits of the Earth, upon 
the like caſe as now ours 15, (b) The Lord's vaiee 
crieth unto the City, and Country roo, ard whar 
, doth the Lord fay? hear ye the rod and who hath 
appointed it, and tor what caule. There rhe Pro- 
phet makes an enumeration of ſeveral fins, the 
ſame as now we are guilty of, namely, Trealures 
of wickdnels in the houſe of the wicked ; Scant 
Meaſure, wicked Balance and Weights, Violence, 
Oppreſſion, a lying and deceitful Tongue ; bur 


(-) 4,13 mind the puniſhment : (c, Therefore will 1 make thee 


ſick in ſmiting thee, in making thee deſolate becauſe 


14.15, of thy fins, () And lo proceederh to the ſeveral 


kinds of fenfible puniſhments which ſtall be in- 
fited npon them. Lhele things were writren 
tor our inſtruction, that we might mend and be 
rhe better for it, T herefore before it be roo late, 
{-t us hear the voice of the Rod, which faith;thar 
according to God's Truth and Juſtice (e) Fools, 
becauſe of their tranſereſſions, and becauſe of their 
1N1qQUIHIES are aſſiited, Which in David's and So- 
lomon's (tile 1s the finner, this ought ro ftop our 
mouth, anza the conhficeration that we delerye 
much more ar the band of God, removes all 
ground of complaint {(f) Wherefore d'th a living 
man comp.ain for ihe prnſiment of his fins ? See- 
ing God doth not in the leaſt proportion reward 
us according ro our Sins, nor punith us after our 
Iniquines. 

The voice of God, and of the Rod are bur one, 
(with this only d: ference, that one Is of Precepr, 
the other of Frovidence ) and lay the {ame thing, 

how, 


IEG a. 


| as prefent. [ am perſnaded it might be a great 
| prelervative to Keep many from Offending. No 
Servant will willingly do before his Lord and 
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how, (a) Becauſe of thoſe things cometh the wrath of (a) E2 ». 
God upon the children of diſobedience. That is, the 5: 
things he named betore, Fornication, uncleanneſs, 


 covetouſneſs, filthineſs, fooliſh talking, jeſting 3 
\ which with many more, are now the vins of the 
| Nation. The fame voice ſaith ro Whormongers, 
| Thieves, Drunkards, and every other finner, re- 


member thar God lees thee, that thou muſt Die, 

yet knowelſt nor rhe rime when, then thou muſt 

(b) come to judement before Chriſt, that every one may My 6 66 
recexve things done 1n his body, according to that he 5" > od 
hath done, whether it be go0d or bad. Thet will 

God let all thy vins (c) in order before thine eyes, (c) Pſcrl, 
as it were in order of Barrel to fight againſt thee. 50. 21. 


Jt Men would ſeriouſly mind this, and with Da- 


a 


vid, lay in I ruth. (4d) I have ſet the lord always , nn Pſ.!l. 
6,8 


- - = C 
before me; and 1n whatſoever we do tro eye him , 


Maſter that which he knows will diſpleaſe him: 


| but hides from him as much as he can : bur with 
| God no Man can, he 1s every where, ſees, knows, 


and rewards all things,and when he puniſheth for 
Sin with Paul, we mav fay, (e) We are ſure that 
{ SN 8 . . : . ( E ) Row. 
the pudgment of God is according to truth againſt * *. 
them which commit ſuch tings. 

Now when I am upon this puniſhmenr for Sin, 
betore I proceed ro another, I muſt our of Scrip- 


| tare bring ſuck examples of God's Judgments. 


upon 1t, as ſhould make all Kings and People ro 


tremble. Foaſh King of Fudah, I ſhall begin with : 


during the Life of Fehojadah he did well, bur 

after te Princes made obeyſance to, courted and (f): Cir. 

flattered the King who hearken'd unto them, and **' */* 

iell a finning againſt God, who to reclaim him 

and them (7) Sent prophets to bring them again (g) 5. 10, 
#129 
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unto the lord, but they would not give ear ; and kil- 
led one of them, which highly aggravated the 
yins, and haſtened the Punithment (a) For ar 
(3) V. 23: the end of that year the Army of the Syrians 
came apainſt Fudah and Fernfalem, and de- 
ftirozed all the Princes of the People, from @ 
mongſt the People, who had been the evil Coun- 
ſellors 3 and that which 1s remarkable, God de- 
livered a very great Army into the hands of a 
handful of Men ; for the Syrians were bur few, 
(6)4.24. and the reaſon 1s given (b) Becauſe they had forſa- 
ken the Lord, ſo they executed Fudgment againſt Jo- 
1ſþÞ. Bur this is not all, His own ſervants com: 
ved ananſt him, and hilled him on his bed. 

(c)2 Cre. tbijah laid of Rehoboam his Father, (c) That he 
13.7. was young, When he came to the Ihrone; yet 1s 
recorded that he was (d, One and forty years old 
' when he began to Reipn, Ar that Age no Man may 
be call'd young ; therefore *tis to be underſtood, 
in relation to the 11l management of his Concerns 
co the Succeſſion of the Kingdom over all Iſrael, 
wherein indeed he acted the part of a young 
(e)v. 14. Man. Bur I go farther, and find that (e) he did 
evil, becauſe he prepared not hy heart to ſeek the 
Lord, lo that he was a raw Man, no wiler in 
matters of Religion than 1n thole of State, For 
tis farther ſaid inthe beginning of thar Chaprer, 
that he forſrok the law of the lord, and all Iſrael with 
him, therefore God puniſh'd them, for $hz/hak 
came up againſt Jeruſalem, afrer he had raken 
the fenced Cities of Fuda/, and rook away the 
Treaſure of the Lord's Houle, and of the King's 
(fir Kinz, Houſe, and the reaſon was, (f) Becauſe they had 
15.29. tranſereſſed againſt the lord. For in God's name 
(-) >C/1s, A Prophet ſaid to them, (g) Te have forlaken me, 
12.5. and therefore alſo have I lefe you in th: hand of Shi- 
foaQ Here is a puniſhment for Sin, for $-/c- 
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ons Tdolatry, and his Son's and People's Apo- 
ſtalie, whereby the Glory of the Kingdom alrea- 
dy reduced within a narrow compals, was Eclyp(- 
ed, and its Riches carried away: Which yer was 

a lighter puniſhment than that which afterwards 
was inflicted upon Manafſſeh, whom the Aſſyrians 
rook and bound him with Fetters, and carried 
him to Babylon. So that God {pareth neither Peo- 
ple nor Princes, nor Crown'd Heads, when pro- 
voked by their Sins, This in theſe times we can- 
not pretend Ignorance of, therefore ought to take 
warning by. 

In the Kingdom of T/rael, after the rending of 
the Ten Tribes, by reaton of their Sins, nothing 
bur deſtruction, and killing one another, this 
among themſelves ; allo God brought Foreigners 
among them, for he ſtirred up Tiplath-Plefer 
King of 4/734, who took leveral places, (4) and (4)z King. 
| all T Land of Naphtal:, and carried them caſtives '5: 29: 
| to Aſſjria. {b) And 1n the nexr Reign of Hoſkea (6) Ch. 17. 
who had killed his Predecetfor Pekih, came up © 
(r) Shalmaneſer, who carried away captive the 
Ten Tribes, and pur an end to the kingdom of 
Iſrael: And the Spirit of God hath left upon Re- 
| cord the caute of it, namely their Sins, whereof 
in that Chaprer 15 an enumeration from ver. 7. till 
| the 19:h, go of the Kingdom of Fudzh, when 
the mealure of rhe Sins of their Kings, and of . 
the People was filled up, God ſent up Neluchgd- as 
| 23223 Aar, who Took Feruj alem. rain'd and deitroy” © uu 
the Temple, Lound JRefyah in Chains, killed 
tis Children before him, pur our his Eye O and 
carry'd him with the People CaPLIVE ITO Butby'oa - 
Rare "= terrible [udgme: 5 for their Sins, 
the Kinvg TITS: Pamea for One (c) tVIor COUVeY all : 12-14, 
the chief of the bo os ſts and toe poopie tranſpre fed ve 15,10. 
ry much, azd tr: Lord Grd & their fathers ſort to 
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them by bus meſſengers riſmo up betimes and ſending, 
becauſe he had corp alſon on his Perpie: But they 
moched the Meſſenvers of God, and deſpiſed bis 
words, and miſuſed bis Priphets, until the wrath of 
the Lord aroſe againſt his propie, till there was no 
remedy. In many things this {uits with our cale, 
our dns are many and great, if God move the 
prom of {ome 10 PEAT a about it, we have too 
many of tho'e who will detpiſe and ridicule them 
for it; Let vs not hold our unnl God's Anger 
comes upon us, and nil there be no remedy. 
Clad, Rulers and People pray mind this before 
ir be roo late. { could upon this Head take no- 
tice how all fignal Jud gments in the World have 
been inflicted tor 51n, whica brought the Flood 
upon the firſt World, Fire and Brimſtone upon 
Sodom and Grmorrah 3 utter deſtruction upon rhe 
Seven Nartons in the Land of Canaan,which God, 
7 Moſes commanded the children of Ifrae! ro do. 
The Lord commanded his Servant Myfes to prve 

pi all the Land, and ro deſtroy all the inbatitants of 
the land from before yor, But time would fail we, 
if I would infiſt upon all rhe Inſtances of God's 
Tudgmenrs for Sins. Recorded in Scripture, I pray 
(God we be not mae the next Example. For ons 
of this we may fee how God doth ſhoot ki; 
Warning-picces, betore he doth the Murthering 
ones, We have warmings'enough, both at home 
and abroad ; whence 1t comes nearer and nearer 
to us, bur it we kick againſt rhe pricks, grow 
{tift-necked, and harden our hearts as Praras: 


-.urd his, then let us hear what God faith, (4) Brut 
"it ye walh contrary to me, md will not hearzen unts 


WiC, 1 tl prin? jew VE en t11105S ire 1 ATHCS 1{f'071 JON 

according to your fins. Anain, And if ye will not be 
: : : "Mop gh Pe a bo ': " be { 

Reformed by me ly ti Jeje 1927S, tNAat 18, DY INC 
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| elle nothing (c) But a cerrtarn fearfut lookit'g for, 
| of judgment and fiery iridignation, which ſhall devour 


condly, In a confeflion of Mouth, or owning our 
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prniſh You ſeven time; more for your fins, And in 

that Chaptei the Seven £:mes 1s often multiply'd, 

wherctore to avoid it, let us prepare our Hearr 

to leek the Lurd, or rather pray ro God to do'r 

for us; let us Kepent, Mend our Lives, Reform 

our Manners, lcave oft our dns, ceale to do ey1l, 

and learn 10 do good. (4) Man which drinketh ini- (a) fot 15 

quity like water 15 abonumavie and filthy, Theretore 15: 

compared [ro Lhe Dog that returns to his vomit, and (þ,)2 Pet. 

the Sow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire. 2+ 22. 
Seeing then puinitinent 15 tied to the rail of 

Sin 3 and that in the Nacion, we; th6 in different 

degrees, are all Sinners, whar elle can we look 

but tor punithmeut * According ro God's Truth 

and Juſtice, Sins muſt enhei be Pardon'd or Pu- 

niſh'd, and 1s there no remedy for us? No other 


way to Pardon, but to Repent and Belicve ; or | 
(c) Heb 
9, 


a 
19-27 


the adverſaries of Goa. io make Paniiiment hold 


| a proportion with Sins agiinit an iniinite Miaje- 
| ſty, There can be no other way bur Eternal 
\ Torments, befides tholc inttCtud in this life : Whar 
| Remedy have we fcr this? As we ſhewed the 
| Dittemper, Sin, and its due Reward, Puniſhment, 
for the wages of Sin 1s Death, whether narural, 
| of Afﬀlictions, Spiritua!, or Erernal , we maſt 
| now ſpeak of the Remedy : Be converted tram 
| Sin -ro God, and our Sins thall be torgiven. God (d) Dan 


hath appointed Repenrance, confilting, Firſt. Ing. 


a Ccontrition of Heart, or torrow for Sin. Se- from v. 5. 
tO 20, 


(e) Era 


Faulrs, thereby giving God the Glory ; as upon g. 5,5, 7, 
| the like occaſion did (d) Danzel (e) Ezra (fj Nebe- &c- 

miah, &c. Thirdly, In a fartisfaction given thole 
| whom after God we have offended and wronged. 


And Fourthly, In taking, as far as we are able, a chicfly in 
full C7 9: 


(j ) Nemem. 


Bene. }, 


VS o_ 
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full reſolution to forſake Sin, and follow afrer Ho- 
line's and Righteoulnels, Then when-the Caule 
15 removed, the Eftect will ceafe, and through 
God's Bletling the Remedy will produce a Cure 
of the Difcaie : Through a deep and Univerſal 
Repentance. Nineveh prevented the ruin which 
within 4cDays, ſhe was threatened with. Days of 
Faſting and Humiliation ſhould be kepr, bur nor 


- ſuch as Ged condemneth, as (a) a day for a man 


to affiiet is Soul, to bow down by head as a bulruſr, 
and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under him guch 
an outward and fuperticial Faſt God hath nor 
choien, but to looſe the bonds of wickedneſs, to un- 
do the heavy burdens, aud to let the oppreſſed po 
free. To deal thy bread to the hungry, to bring the 
oor caſt out, to thy houſe, &C, Fxerciſ e Juſtice and 
Chariy as well as Piery. This another Propher 


. call's ro (b)- Rent your hearts and ro! your garments, 


God faith, Repent and turn from all your tranſereſſi 
ons, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin, 

When once Men are really touched with a 
ſenſe of their Sins, and pricked in their Hearts, 
they, with rhe new Converts will ſay, (c) men 
and brethren what ſhall we do 2 and with the Jaylor 
ro Paul and Szlas (d) Sirs, what muſt I do to 
be ſaved 2 Long before a Prophet had anſwered a 


;, Quettion abour a Man's Duty : (ce) He, God hath 


ſrewed thee, O man, what is good, and what doth 
the lord require of thee. but to do juſtly. and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly before = God, To this 
ani{wereth the Excellent Leſſon of the Grace of 
God, by the Apoſtle mentioned firlt Negatively. 
Teaching us that denying unzodiineſs and worldly luſts. 
Hcre we muſt begin, then we ſhould Live ſoberly 
Eiere 18 our Duty. to our ſelves, Righteouſly. This 
towz?rds cur Neighbour, and godly. LFhis in re- 
lation tofzod, In this preſent world. Which Three 
words 
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words contain the whole Dury of Man : So Men 

may not pretend ignorance of what we muſt 

know and do. This is every Man's Duty, tho 

of ſome more than of others, according to their 
{tation,and every one ought to know't : Now (a) (2) Lybe 
the ſervant Which knew his lord's Will and did 1: 47. 
not according to't, ſhall be beaten with many 

{tripes, Which to avoid, lct every one With Da- 

vid lay, (b) I will declare mine insquity, I will be(b) Pſal, 
ſorry for my ſm, Not barely our of the Mourh, 3*: 18. 
which ſoinertimes the moſt wicked can do : Pha- 

7407) laid, (c) I have ſinned this time, the lord is(c)Exod.g. 
righteous, and I and my people are wicked, So ©: 
could Ba{aam to the Angel, (4d) I have famed. S0(H) Ny. 
Saul to Samue!, (e) I have ſinned, becauſe T feared 22. 34. 
the people arid obeyed their voice. Let all Princes (e) 1 59m, 
have a carc not to fear Men more than God. So ”' 7 
laid Frida, (f) I have firmed in that I have betray (f) Mrtth. 
ed the innocent Blcod, This Confeflion of Sin */: + 
muſt not meerly come out of the mouth, but from 

the bottom of the Heart, with Grief and Sor- 
row, attended with a real and iincere defire here- 


tafter, to do ſo no more, to be able to lay with 


David (g) 1 kept my ſelf from mine araquity, Ut 2) Plat 
God was pleaſed to make us all fenfivle of our Py 
lins, and fend us to Petey for Countel ; the An- 

[wer is, (þ) Repznt: bur that Counſel muſt be (4) :7275.2. 
asked, to that effect by the Angel's direction, 3. 


| Cornelis ſent for him. And Payl when the voice 
from Heayen came to him, faid, Lord, wh.t wilt 
' thow have me to do ? No other remeiy for oin -/ 


bg 
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A 


but Repenrance, and to make it acceptable, no- 
thing elſe but the Bloud of Chriſt : But how can 


thole who impiouſly prophane 1t, as too many 


among us do, hope to have any benefit by it ? 
chiefly rhoſe who like the Few-, one day cry out 
(kd Heſamna,aud few days after,and few days after, gy 1c; 

L 2 Crucifie 21. 9. 
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G), AUT. 
14.13, 19. 


(c) Row, 
13.13,12, 
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The Trumpet in Sion. 
(a) Crucifie. Crucrfie him; as the People of Lyra 
who to Ayr 211d Barnabas. (b) would have done $a- 
cr:fice, bur foon after ftoned him. To thew how 
apr on a fudden, fome Men are ro change for the 
worl-; or rather to appear really to be contrary 
(0) whit they were bur {cemingly before. 

The Trumper, faith ( And who» knows bur 
that this may be the laft Sound. (c) It 5 high time 
to awake out of fl:rpi-the night's far ſpent, the day 
1s at hand; let us thc: ef F< caſt off t1is works of daik- 
neſs, and let us put on tie armour of linkt 3 ict us 
walk honeſtly as in the diy not in rioting ; and arunk- 
enneſs, not In chamberins ind wantonneſs, not in 
rite and envying. It nor, [ boiily denounce God's 
Judgments againſt impeniter: Sinners, not as of 
my ſelf, bur afrer the Royal Prophet: God ſhall 
wound the head of hx enemies, and the hairy ſcalp 
of ſuch a on? as poeth on ſt'll in his treſpaſſes. 
Wounds in theHead rho nor Mortal, are known 
ro be dangerous. We have daily examples of ſome 
who die ſuddenly, and of an unuſual death, 
there being in God's Quiver {uch a number and 
variety of deadly Arrows : And will Sinners take 
no warning ? Then inthe name of the juſt God 
of Truth, I declare that thoſe who die by means 
of extraordinary Accidents, are not aJways great- 
er vinners than we who are leit behind, no more 
then were the (e) Galileans, whoſe Bioud Pilate 
had mingled with their ſacrifices, or thoſe upon whom 
the tower of Stloam fell, cmd flew them, above all 
that dwelt in Feruſalem. TI tell you nay, but except 
we repent we ſhall all likew:ſe periſh. Time to re- 
pent allowed us is a mercy, 1f we have the Grace 
to conſider it, or elle the flower vengeance is a 
coming on, the harder it will ſtrike : And be- 
cauſe Men muſt not be afraid or aſhamed to ſpeak 


$or God's Cauſe ; for ſuch was Elia, ſuch Fobr: 


Baptiſt, 
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Baptiſt, and 'tis ſaid of Apollos, that (a) he was (#) As 
fervent in the Spire 3 after (uch exampies, with- 19. 25s 
our any prertence to immediate In{pirations, only 
according to the rule of the revealea Will of God. 
I think I may be more plain and free in deliyer- 
ing God's Mellage, which tends ro a ſpeedy and 
ſincere Reformation in Dottrines and Practices, 
in Head and Members, which when compared 
one with another, admit of a difterencc; bur in 
relation ro God are all equal, being. confider'd in 
themſelves, Every Man's Breath 1s in his No- 
{trits, lome have Death in the Head, others in 
the Lungs, Bloud, Stomach, Bowels ; therefore 
all equally concerned to prepare for 1t, and fi- 
niſh rhe Task given them to do, before they die. 
{ think no Man in Authority, if asked, will de- 
ny it to be his Duty to raiſe and erect Monu- 
ments for the Honour and Service of God ; bur 
he who hath a mind ro Buil:l, muſt clear the 
ground, and remove all rubbiſh out of the way. 
The building of God's Houle is an Honourable 
Work, commured chiefly ro the care of Princes, 
but when they mind their own more then God's, 
 Irthey give him juſt ground of complaint, which 
3 Wis follow'd with his Judgment, "Tis hikely David 
- bad not kepr that good Retolution of his, of the (4) P[al. 
> Feood Orders he ſaid he would keep in his Houſe 101. 
> Fland Kingdom, with punithing. correcting, and 
; [footing out Wickednets ; encouraging and favour- 
/ Ring Piery, Virtue, and Godly Perſons ; Bur he 
t (was ſenſible that he was 10 begin at home in 
- Fhis own Heasr, therefore be ſaid. as all Princes, 
> [who as well as ordinary Men mrcer with Crotles 
2 Pand Troubles ought to do ; (c; !/7 I regard inzquz- (c) Pfal. 
- Wy zn my heart, the Lord will no: hear me. In con- 66. 18. 
© [equence of this he would nor tee or {uffer wick» 
ed Men 1n his Preſence, which made him lay,(d) De- (7 Pſal. 
part 6. 8. 


(c) Rom, 
13:13, 12; 
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\ cr:fice, bar {gon after ſtoned him: 
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(a) Crucifie. Cincrfie him as the People of Lyſra 
who to Byrd Barnabas. (b) witld have done $a- 
To thew how 
apr Or. a fudden, fome Mcn are to change for the 
worl-; or rather to appear really to be contrary 
ro what thy were bur teemingly before. 

The Trumper, faith ( And who knows bur 
that this may be the laſt Sound. (c) It # high 1ame 
to awake out 0) Alerpr "th e night's jar ſpent, tre day 
is at hand; let us thiref ch ft off the works of dark- 


neſs. ard let us put on tre armour of light 5 ict us. 


walk honeſtly as in the diy not in rioting and drunk- 
enneſs, mat in chambcrin; and wantonneſs, not in 
rite andenvymmg. It nor, { boiily denounce God's 

[udgments 2gainſt impeniter Sinners, not as of 
my ſe!f, bur afrer the Royal Propher: God ſhall 
wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp 
of ſuch a en2 as goeth on ſt'll in his treſpaſſes, 
Wounds in theHead rho nor Mortal, are known 
ro be dangerous. We have daily examples of ſome 
who die ſuddenly, and of a: unuſual death, 


there being in God's Qaiver tuch a number and 


variety of deadly Arrows : And will Sinners take 
no warning? Then inthe name of the juſt God 
of Truth, I declare that thoſe who die by means 
of extraordinary Accidents, are not aJways great- 
er yinners than we who are leit behind, no more 
then were the /7e} Calileons, whoſe Bioud Pilate 
had mingled with their ſacrifices, or thoſe upon whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, cmd flew them, above all 
that dwelt in Feruſalem. TI tell you nay, but except 
we repent we ſhall all likew 'ſe periſh. Time to re- 
pent allowed us is a mercy, 1f we have the Grace 
to conſider it, or elle the ſlower vengeance 1s a 
coming on, the harder it will ſtrike : And be- 
canſe Men muſt not be afraid or aſhamed to ſpeak 


for God's Cauſe ; for fuch was Elz, ſuch Fohr 


Baptiſt, 
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TI 


Baptiſt, and 'ris taid of Apollos, that (a) he was (s) Aits 


fervent in the Spirit 3 after {\uch exatnpies, with- * 
our any prerence to unmediare In{p'rations, only 
according to the rule of the revealea Will of God. 
I think I may be more plain and free in deliver- 
ing God's Metjage, which tends ro a ſpeedy and 
incere Reformation in Doctrines and Practices, 
mn Head and Members, which when compared 
one with another, admir of a difterencc; bur in 
relation ro God are all equal, being. confider'd in 
themſelves, Every Man's Breath 1s in his No- 
{trits, lome have Death in the Head, others in 
the Lungs, Bloud. Stomach, Bowels ; therefore 
all equally concerned to prepare for 1t, and fi- 
niſh rhe Iask given them to do, before they die. 
! think no Man in Authority. if asked, will de- 
ny it to be his Duty to raiſe and erect Monu- 
ments for the Honour and Service of God ; bur 
he who hath a mind ro Buil.!, muſt clear the 
ground, and remove all rubbiſh our of the way. 
The building of God's Houle 1s an Honourable 
Work, commuted chiefly ro the care of Princes, 
but when they mind their own more then God's, 
they give him juſt ground of complaiar, which 
s follow'd with his Judgment, Tis likely David 
bad not kepr that good Re!olntion of his, of the 
good Orders he faid he would keep in his Houle 
and Kingdom, with punithing. correcting, and 
700ting out Wickednefs ; encouraging and favour- 


ling Piery, Virtue, and Godly Perſons ; Bur he 


was ſenſible that he was 10 begin at home in 
his own Heart, therefore be ſaid. as all Princes, 
who as well as ordinary Men meer with Croties 


v.25 


(b) Pal. 


tO1, 


and Troubles ought to do ; (c !7 I regard iniqui= (c) Pfat. 


ty in my heart, the Lord wall no: hear me. In con- 
ſequence of this he would nor {ce or lufer wick- 


66. 18. 


ed Men in his Preſence, which made him fay,(d) De- (,n Pſe!. 
part 6.8 
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patt from me all ye workers of inaquity 3 and there 
he gives this realon, for the lord hath heard the 
voice of my werping, implying that he would nor 
hear him 1t he continued t9 keep ſuch, This is 
an example for all Kings to follow, who often 
have wicked Men abour their Perions, who Hu- 
rzour, Flatter, and for Selt-ends do what they 
can t0 pleaſe them 3 thus they infinuate themſelves 
ito their Hearts and Aﬀections ; Such conſider 
themielyes more than their Maſter, and whar 
they do 15 ro promote their Deſigns, which, as 
they ariſe out of an evil Principle, ſo they rend 
to a bad end. 'Fis the Duty and Intereſt of every 
Prince who hath tuch Men about him, to remove 
them from his Preſence.It Rulers go abour to Re- 
forms, they ought thoroughly ro know the Dit- 
caſe, and well apply the Remedy, or elle like 
(a) Job. 13.90 Friends, rhey ſhall prove Phy/ic:ans of ns 
4. value. Then they onght firſt ro begin at home, 
aad in their own Houtes ; Hence may flow a 
National Reformation, whereof the necetlity hath 
(0) tu tho with the Method well been (b) demonſtrated : of 
coin! of :51e Jate God hath been pleaſed to ſtirr up the Hearts 
9977027759 of forme, as much as within their ſtation rhey are 
for Refor- ); Y 
able, ro encourage Piety and Virtue, and ger im 
piety and Vice diſcouraged and puniſhed : And 
if the Superiour Powers were pleaſed ro lend a 
helping hand, it might ( through God's Blel(- 
fing be hoped, in lome good degree to {ee 1t et- 
{-ctualty done. Indeed 'tis very fad and a ſhame 
that notwithſtanding Preſentments of Grand Ju- 
ries, Atts of Parliament, and King's Proclamat:- 
:ns, for want of a due execution, Herertical Do- 
&rines and Sinful Practices go on bare-faced, 
which ſhould convince Men of a neceflity ro Re- 
form ſuch Abuſes 3 and upon a good warrant I 
may fay, that excepr we ſpeedily go upon a per- 


ſonal Family, and National Reformation, God 
wW1'l 
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will work it for us with a witneſs: His word 1 
have for it. (a) And if ye wih not be reformed by me 
by _— things, the Judgments before- mention d, (a) $4 
but wi 1 walk contrary unto me, then will I ailo wa! 'h © is 
contrary unto you, and will piniſh you yet ſeven 

times fo, your ſms. 1hat whole Chapter 1s to 

be read with great attention, for it contalrs a 

great number and variety of Judgments which 

God threareneth his People with, for their Q1to- 
bedience to his Holy Law and Commandments, 

which concern not only them, bur us alſo, (b) For 
whatſoever things were written afore-time, were writ = (6) . 
zen for our Lea/nimg. With the Pſalmiſt we mult 15: 

lay, 4 good und: rſtanding have all they that do rs 
Commandments, Now God will ſpeak peace unto 1» (©) Pfat. 

copie, and to his Saints, but let them not turn 4vain Pf N Ss. 

to folly. 

what I ſaid, I ſpeak not without God's Wares Ad 

Yet I know fone hate the very name of Refor- 

mation, and Laugh at ir, bur if thoſe who want 

it, as more or lets every one doth, do not wark 

it, then God for their negle& and contempt, will 

Laugh at them, as under the name of Wildom, 

his Eternal Son, Declares it; /d) Becauſe I called (d)Prov.s. 
aud ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand in mer- 2+: 251 23 
cy and in judgment, and 1s man regarded: Bit ye 

have ſet at nought all my coinſel, and would none of 

my reproofs 3 I alſo will laugh at your caiamity, T wil 

mock when your fear com:th, For this very thing 
an averhon to be Reformed, God in another 
place threatenerh ro Reprove, and {er before the 
wicked,/for ſuch are "i that clelpiſe God's Word) 

his Ging like 1o many Enemies, in order againſt 

him : (e) Seein? thou bateſt to be Reformed, as "tis (e) Pſal. 
in the Old Tranflation, and caſteſt my words be- 7 19,17" 
hind thee, Iwill reprove thee and {ct them, thy Sins, 
m order before thine eyes. The word Re a 

tzon 18 allo known inthe New Teſtament, to that 


he 
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he who haterh Name and LIhing, muſt be an 
enemy i» Gud's word, for there bath been {a) aq 
(a) Heb. 't/me of Reformation, of 1 2ai Ceremonies, or car- 
Om nal Ordinances, as the © {tle calls rhem : Much 
more ought there '' va iiltie of Reformation 
from fintul Practitc., ivr the former were once 
commanded and appointed by God, bur the laſt 
were ever forbivucn, Beſides that, as we con- 


ſtantly Sin, fo we muſt continually Repent, 


- 9% Let every onc that nameth the name of ws depart 
19, from aULqQuItY. 

It is in the work of Reformation as it was in 

rebuilding the Walls of Jeruſalem, tor we read 

(5) Nehem. (as a brand ter upon ſome ) (b) That the Novlzs 

I” ;0s of the Tekottes, put not their n2chs to the work of 

their Lord, So the Greai Men, the Rich and Migh- 

ty rctuſe ro lend a helping hand to repair rhe 

breaches in God's Church, and ro ſet up and pro- 

mote his Service, and Honour. And of others, 


the chief and greateſt Men, we read how not | 


(c) Ezra only they would not help, but oppoled the work 
4 0, 7; *- of God's Houle. and cauicd (c) the work of the 
C\Nebem. bouſe of Ged at Fertiſalem to ceaſe. One jd) Sam- 
6. 1, ballat or orher do what they can to ſtop the 
Lord's weik from going on. Yet in {pite of their 

Teeth 1: proceeds on, a Man s Eye cannot per- 

celve 1t, no !Nure Can 1t lee warer run through 

(e) Rom, pipes under £r141d 3 for God hath his 1ecrer 
D. 28, ways of Providence : (le) Ve know, ſaith Paul, 
that all things work t peth cr for good to them that 
wxca love God: Pharaoh's crucity haftened the delive- 
- rance of God 5 People, and * [is obſerved that (f} 
the more they ffi; te d them, the more they multipli- 

ed and pgrew,and this was the ground of the ſaying 
among "the Fews, when the burdens are increaſed, 

then Moſes ts at hand, that is, to d-liver: I wiſh 

ir was here not fo true as it 1s, chat ſome who 
ſhould fer the wheel of Reformation a pong, 
EILNCT 
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either directly or indirectly do what they can ro 
clog and ſtop ir : Tho tome under hand,yer others 
1n defiance, and with a high Hand,I'Ke ſo many 
Pharaohs, (a) Woo w the Lord, that I ſhould ovey bis (a) C'-2p, 
vice ® And let my tins go. I know not the Lord, 5: © 
neither will I part with my Sins, nor with my 
Lying, Cyrling, Swearing, Forlwearing (b) who ) P[rt 
have ſaid with our tongue, we will prevail, our lips 1, ,.. 
are our own, who s Lord over us 5 nor with their 
Pleaſures; but for the momentary Plealures of 
Sin in this Life, {light thoſe which aie (c) at God's, ._..., 

; ; # | 6c) Pitt. 
right hand for evermore, Nor with their Cove- 1; x. 
rouſneſs, which ro latisfie they care not how they 
oppreſs others. As 'twas in Nehemzab's days, 1 
'ris now, in many particulars a like great oppreſ[- 
fion of the Poor by the Rich and Mighty, which 
as then, ſo now, it cauſes (d) a great cry of the (4) Ne: 
people, who are forced ro Mortgage, to Sell, and 5: ',2-3+ 
upon anrealonable and unmercitul terms to  bor- 
row Money to pay Taxes, buy Bread, and to 

{erve other necellary occaſions, 

Now I ſay that theſe and other wickedneſles, 

are ſuch as when commuirre1 and nor punith'd, 
draw God's neareſt Jhcgment upon 2 Land : And 
thole Men whole Duty, and in whole Power it is 
to ſuppreſs din, if they neglect 1 rt, beceme thereby 
accellary ro, and guilry of o1ns by others commit- 

ted, and ſhail for ir anſwer ro God ; I think eve- 
ry Man hath Sins enough of his cwn to give an 
account for, without bringing upon himiclt the 
burden of thoſe 'of others: Indulgence gives an 
encouragement to din, and carries along with it 

a kind of a filent approbation, when I call Indul- 

yence a nor puniſhing, I think ro cal! things by 

their right name 3 now this 15 a great aggrava- 

tion, for after rhe enumeration made by Paul 


of wickedneſles in ſeveral kinds; he adds, 
l Not 
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Rom. (a) not only do the ſame, but have p'eaſure in them 
** that ao them: They are not con'e:': to comnutt ir 
themielves bur approve it 13 others. I am per- n 
twaded there 1s a great guilr contracted upon ns, | * 
for we now do our lelyes what betore we con- If © 
demn © in others, whom we have {een Goa's judg- I} " 
me!1::s execured upon ; which ſhould make us a- a 
traid 0: the like, ' therefore ſhould take contrary v 
couries Do but keepour Sin, and ye thall keep | 
our ſudgment : Bur that which mot of all is a- ! 
borainable , tis that we have ſuch preſfumprnons ||| 
ſinners as boaſt and glory in their own thame ; c 
may be they never read, or elle have forgorren : 
what God 1a:th by the Prophet, (6) Let him that 
p.orieth, g.ory in this, that he underſtandeth and 
know-th me: that I am the Lord, which exerciſe 
loving Kndnejs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the 
Earth ; ; for in theſe things I de ipht ſaith the Lord, 
and not in Sin, which ] abhor. 

Once there wrre gre: outcry's againſt the Sins 
of the l;re Reigns, and there was cauJc for 1t, 
as God's Judgments which are always juit. de- 
clared : Bur are we now berter in the leaſt? On 
the contrary, We Can obſerve thoſe lame Sins to 
increale, and daily grow ſtronger and more fre- 
quent upon us. Have any of the guilty, and of- 
tenders againſt God and the Country, been pu- 
nithed for their notorious Offences ? How can 
the Efiect ceale, if we remove not the Caule, 
and what 6gnfies to find fault, except we mend 
] look upon't only as an aggravation : We know, 
yer act not according to knowledge, netther do 
we 1mprove the means and opportunities which 
(od had pur into our hands, ro aflert his Honour 
and his Truth, ro r-form Abuſes, redreſs Grie- 
vances, promote tie good of the Nation, pre- 
Lent; Evil, reſtrain Sin, puſh Sinners, _ 
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with -reparing our Hearts unto God, to fr our- 
ſel: > for furrher Mercies. Rather with conti- 
nuing, as we do 1n Our ors, and through vas 
unthanktulneſs, we provoke the Lord, aud are 1n 
a Way to draw his vengeance upon us, Þ4he moſt 
notorious Sins of The late Regis were Thoredom 
and Adultery, taking ether Mens Wives, and 
withour Shame, living with th-m 1n the hghrot 
che Sun : Alto downright ani open Jaul.itry, yet 
ſuch were Prayed for, as vur K-17210us ings, and 
Defenders of the Faith 3 when, they were, about 
deftroying it. So was Hypocriſie, 1n pretending 
to be ProceFants, tho' actually Papijls; yet 'twas 
|| made Treaſon to lay the King was a Papiit, or 
' | Popiſhly attected ; which I tay, to ine how 
| any Society or Afembly of Men, chietly when 
FF guided by Intereſt and Patiion, 1s apt ro Err and 

be miſtaken ; and thereby Men were made guil- 

ty of Death for relling rhe Truth. Well, theſe 
, | Sins and many more in Church and Stare, were 
under the late Reigns the cauſe of o»r Com- 
plaints, and have bcen the grounds for our Delt- 
. verance : Bur what are we the better tor it ? 
| "Tho! God (a) hath taken away ſome of the Sin- ,,, ,.. .. 
nners, 4s he ſaw goed, 1f the ſame Sins, it the \c 0. 
ſame dep:ie, nay in a higher, do ſtili continue a- 
mong us, and are become our maiter Sins, 15 not 
there Caule ro pur this Queſtion, atter God hath 
ſo graciouſly and woaderiully wrought tor us , 
\ Þ are thele Diſtempers remedied, and ali the great 

Abuſes we complained of, Retorm'd, nay are we 
| ſo much as in earneſt abour ro do it - Thy we 
| | may lay, ſome feware in a imall degree, yet far 
from ir as to others ; for, ſpecia''y rhole relaring 
to God' Honour and Service, are increaſed, and 
without reſtraint daily multiplied. We have bad 
Examples whence we expected goo ones, How 
h bas caretu!l 
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careful are Men to promote their worldly ſelfiſh: 


Intcreit, and how neglecttul of God's, as it 
was not worth minding 2? Hence 1t 1s that we 
lce obicene, blalphemous and impionus Books 
publickly expoſed ro Sale in Shops, Auctions &©c. 
without any Curb; and when there hath been 
other Books in oppoſition ro thoſe ; how much 
unfaichfulneſs, tricking and untair dealings have 
been uſed ro ſmorher or mangle them about the 
time of the coming out ; nay after that, for Love 
nor Money one could not get them pur into the 
Gazzetts, among the Advertiſements, tho deiir'd 
more than once. So thar Dyanas Intereſt wants 
no Demetrius of ſeveral kinds among us. 

Some think they may be of no Religion, o- 
thers of any, and profeſs what thcy pleaſe ; ſome 
do vent and publiſti their Opinions, whilſt others 
cheat and revile their Neighbours, 2nd wrong 
them in their good} Name, Forrune, Liberty, 
and {omerimes in their Lite, withour lictle or no 


Curb ar all, which is a. bringing 1n a-pace of 


Confuſion and Anarchy ; and all this, tome would 
call the Liberty of the Subject, which 1s with 
Impunity ro abuſe one another, and to run into 
all manner of Licentiouſneſs : Some think them- 


ſelves Priviledged ro Defraud others of their 


own, nay orhers go further to Strike thoſe Per- 
ſons whote Character ought to be Reſpected, 
2nd that in fuch Places as require a ſpecial Pu- 
niſtment, and upon ſuch occaſions as deſerve 
Thanks and nor Blows : Thus in one kind or 0- 


'», ther, (a) Every one doth chat which is Right in hy; | 


own Eyes, as we read it was when there was no 
King in lſrael. 

Thus God in his wile Providence ſuffereth A- 
buſes to Creep in, and ſometimes to Prevail ſof 
which we may ay, what our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſpeaks 


1he Trumpet in Sion. 
;peaks of Offences, (a) It is imprſvle but that (@) Luke 
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Offences wii come 3 but ho unto him through whom '7* & 


[ebey come 3 (by Right ir ſhould be fo with thoſe 

[who commir Abules.) but allo, he from time ro 

. [rime raileth Inſtruments in his hand for his Peo- 

| [ple's good ; and makes them as Paul would have 

1 Jus ro be, {b) Fervent in Spirit, Serum? the Lord. As (9) OW. 
> [we read how his Spirit was ftirred in him in 29; 17, 
> Athens, when he ſaw the City wholly given to 16. 


e idolatry, Nor Lukewarm in his Service, for 

e [ſuch (c) He ſpewerh ont of his Mouth, Nor tuch (c) Rev. 

d Jas (d) Do his Work deceitfuly : For fuch are (2) Tow. 

s [Curſed : Bur for his Honour and the benefir of 48. 10. 
his People, he makes ule of fuch as Love, Fear. 

»- and Serve him with their Heart ; ſuch a one 

e was Myrſes to deliver I/rze! our of Fovypr, and 76- 

rs [ſua to bring them into the promited Land : At- 

zg ter the Babylonwman Captivity, God choſe Zerub> 


y, Jtabel ro carry them home, Ezra to reform theit 
Manncrs, ſettle Religion, and build the Temple, 
then Nehemiah to build up the Walls of Feruſa- 
lem © So he never wants Inſtruments to do his 
Work, and if ſome Men ly as Blocks in his way, 
he knows well how to Remove them : Happy 
thoſe whom he 1s pleated ro make ule of for to 
good a Wotk : Bur as Rules back'd with Exam- 
ples, make a prearer impreflion, fo I ſhali mer- 
1o0n ſome, whom Scripture hath propoled as Par- 


2u- ferns in matters of Religion, tor after Ages ro 
rve Pollow. 
-o- | 4s, 1 begin wigh; for atter the iu!ling off of 


the Ten Tribes, he was the firit Reformer of 
the Kings of Fudab: to his conmen?ation 'tis 
Recorded of him thar fe) He did that which 
v1s Right in the Eyes of the Lord, as did David 
1s Father, and that his Heart was perfett with tre 


Lord all his dave, Whereot Inftances are given 


<Q 


ea 
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careful are Men to promote their worldly ſelfiſh 
Intereſt, and how negledtful of God's, as if it 
was not worth minding ? Hence 1t 1s that we 
ſee obicene, blaſphemous and impious Books 
publickly expoſed ro Sale in Shops, Auctions &c. 
without any Curb; and when there hath been 
other Books in oppoſition ro thoſe ; how much 
unfairhfulneſs, tricking and unfair dealings have 
been uſed ro ſmother or mangle them about the 
time of the coming out ; nay after that, for Love 
nor Money one could not get them pur mto the 
Gazzetts, among the Advertiſements, tho defir'd 
more than once. So that Dzanas Intereſt wants 
no Demetrius of ſeveral kinds among us. 

Some think they may be of no Religion, o- 
thers of any, and profeſs what they pleaſe ; ſome 
do vent and publiſh their Opinions, whilſt others 
cheat and revile their Neighbours, and wrong 
them in their good Name, Forrune, Libetty, 
and ſomerimes in their Lite, withour little or no 
Curb ar all, which is a bringing in a-pace of 
Confuſion and Anarchy 3; and all this, ſome would 
call the Liberty of the Subject, which is with 
Impunity ro abuſe one another, and to run into 
all manner of Licentiouſneſs : Some think them- 
ſelves Priviledged ro Defraud others of their 
own, nay others go further to Strike thoſe Per- 
ſons whoſe Character ought to be Reſpected, 


and that in ſuch Places as require a ſpecial Pu- 


niſktnent, and upon ſuch occaſions as deſerve 
Thanks and nor Blows : Thus in one kind or o- 
ther, (a) Every one doth that which 3s Right un hg 
own Eyes, as we read Ir was when there was no 
King in lſrael. 

Thvs God in his wile Providence ſuffererh S 
buſes to Creep in, and ſometimes to Prevail [of 
which we may ay, what our Blefſed Saviour 


ſpeaks | 
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(peaks of Offences, (a) It is impoſſible but that (a) Luke 
Offences wii! come 3 but Wo unto him through whom *7* & 
ehey come 3 (by Right it ſhould be ſo with thoſe 
who commit Abules.) bur allo, he from time ro 
rime raileth Inſtruments in his hand for his Peo- 
ple's good ; and makes them as Paz! would have 
us ro be, (b) Fervent im Spirit, Serving the Lord. As (2) _— 
we read how his Spirit was ftirred in him in 225 17. 
Athens, when he ſaw the City wholly given to 16. 
Idolatry, Nor Lukewarm in his Service, for 
ſuch (c) He ſpeweth ont of his Mouth. Nor ſuch (*) Rev. 


as (d) Do his Work deceitfully : For fuch are Uh Yo 
Curſed : Bur for his Honour and the benefit of 48." 10. 
his People, he makes ule of fuch as Love, Fear. 

and Serve him with their Heart; ſuch a one 

was Myſes to deliver Iſrael our of /fgypr, and 76+ 

ua to bring them into the promiled Land : At- 

er the Babylonian Captivity, God choſe Zerub> 

babel ro carry them home, Ezra to reform their 
Manners, fettle Religion, and build the Temple, 

then Nehemiah to build up the Walls of Feruſa- 

lem : So he never wants Inſtruments to do his 
Work, and if ſome Men ly as Blocks in his way, 

he knows well how ro Remove them : Happy 

thoſe whom he 1s pleaſed ro make ule of for 1o 

ood a Wotk : Bur as Rules back'd with Exam- 

ples, make a greater imprefſion, o I ſhali men- 

ion fome, whom Scripture hath propoſed as Par- 


Ferns in matrers of Religion, for afrer Apes ro 


ollow. 

Aſa, 1 begin wigh; for after the falling off of 
he Ten Tribes, he was the firſt Reformer of 
he Kings of Fudah : To his commenvartion 'tis _.. 
Recorded of him that {e) He did that which (e)1 Kirg. 
as Right in the Eyes of the Lord, as did David "5: "+ 14: 
1s Father, and that his Heart was perfeft with the 
ord all his days, Whereof Inftances are given 
| :0 
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to ſiew how he minded the true Worſhip of God, 
and removed Abules taerein Committed, Tis 
with every collective Body, whether Eccleliaſtica], 
Civil or Politick, as with rhe Natural ; in this, 
11] humours and deſtructive arc toimnertimes Bred 
and Foimed, which tis neceitiary to Purge a- 
way : Thus ofren Corruptions which caute Di- 
{tempers, do creep into the tare-named Badies, 
which, to preierve the whole, ought to be taken 
away and Remedicd, This good King began 
his Reign with minding things of Religion ; *rs 
juit that God ſhonld be terved firit * {i ve Right 
way tor a Prince 10 pc 11s Hove Eitabiith'a, 1s 
ro take care of God's; he 1s that g40d Maſter 
who provideth for thole Seryants of his, who 
approve themſelves to be Faithful :n his Service : 
Bur wizen rhey are more dolicitous for their own 
Concerns than for his, he then leaves them to 
flnit for themſelves; but lormer and later Expe- 
rience thew how 111 rhey {peed that do fo. Nuw 
ler us ſee what that King did which was Right in 
the Eyes of the Lord : (a) He to:h away the $9- 
dymites out of the Land; that abomunable and un- 


natural Sin, which God hath fo highly declared 


againſt, he puniſhed ; but ſtopped nor there, he 
ſer himlelt againſt Idolarry roo, for, (b) He re- 
moved all the Idols that his Father had mad:. and 
went farther, for he ſpared not his Mice, and 
alſo Maachah his Mother, even her he Removed 
from beir.o9 Queen, becauſe ſhe had made an Idol in 
a Grove; and Aſa deſtroy'd her Idol and burnt it 
by the Prcch Kidron. No Relation nor Quality 
ſhould be regarded, when 1t cauſes the Diſhonour 
of God through Idolarry, Blaſphemy or other- 


wiſe. 'Tis a great Brand pur upon Reboboam's 


Reign, and a high aggravation to his other Sins, 
(c) There were aiſc Sedomates in the Land, which to 
ſors 
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his praiſe, 4ſa i:is Grandion iook away, ard re- 
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moved the Monuments of Idolatry ; tor (s) He (4) Chr. 


only 


down the Grovvs. 


Places, and the Images. 


A [9 he 


took away the Ailrors of the ſtrange Geds, ar d the 14. 3, 445- 
big Places, and broke down the Images and cut 

Ws he went farther, for he com- 

manded Fudah to ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, 

arid to do the Law and the C:5manaments : 
rook away out of all the Cities of Judah the 19h 

: All this 1s by the &piric 

of God called (b) that which was good and rivht in (b) v. 2. 
the Eyes of the Lord his God. Pious Kings not © 
lerve God themſelves, bur alto rake care ro 

ſee their Subjects do fo: And we tind that when 

in Fu44h there was a good King. the People was 

alſo good, or art leaſt reſtrain d from doing evil ; 

ſo much were People influenced by Commands 

and Examples frem the Throne. Aſa did nat terve 

God in va'n, bur found rhe fruits and eftects of his 


: te : ag ” T9 
Zeal. tor 'ris added, {c) Therefore the Kingdom (© NO 


Was Ji: et cf ore him. 


? 
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n further, wr atrer ©: great Victory, CF {fe "he 
berrd ol #ud: + and Benjamin. nd they entred in , 
fo a Couch: n to feck the Lord Go of ther Fathers, 
ith all ::5r Fleart and with all thur Seul 5 thoe 
hoſoever would not ſeek the Lord God of Ira! 


f[routd 


Whercby tis declared that 
the Reſt av QUui-rneis of Kingdoms depends up- 
0n aboliiiine 1larry, ferting up the rra2 Wor- 
ſhi of 1304, and tupproting all rhar 15 contrary 
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to ſhew how he minded the true Worſhip of God, 
and removed Abules therein Committed. 'Tis 


' with every collective Body, whether Eccleſiaſtical, 


(#) V. 12, 


(b) v. 13. 


(c) Chap. 
I 4. 24. 


Civil or Politick, as with the Narural ; in this, 
11] þbumours and deſtructive are ſometimes Bred 
and Formed, which 'tis neceilary ro Purge a- 
way : Thus often Corruptions which caule Di- 
ſtempers, do creep into the tare-named Bodies, 
which, to prelerve the whole, ought to be taken 
away and Remedied, This good King began 
his Reign with minding things of Religion 3 *is 
juſt thar God ſhould be terved firit : 1 ve Right 
way for a Prince to yer bis Houle Eſtabliſh'd, is 
ro rake care of God's; he is that gvod Maſter I; 
who provideth .for thole Servants of - his, who 
approve themſelves to be Faithful in his Service : 
Bur when they are more dolicitous for their own 
Concerns than for his, he then leaves them to 
ſhift for themſelves ; bur former and later Expe- 
rience ſhew how 111 they ſpeed that do ſo. Nuw 
ler us ſee what that King did which was Right in 
the Eyes of the Lord : (a) He took away the $5- 
domites out of the Land; that abominable and un* 
natural Sin, which God hath ſo highly declared 


againſt, he puniſhed ; but ſtopped; not there, he [j77, 


ſer himſelf againſt Idolatry rqo; for, (b) He re- 
moved all the Jadols that his Father had made, and 
went farther, for he ſpared not his Mother, and þ 
alſo Maachah his Mother, even her he Removed 
from being Queen, becauſe ſhe had made an Idol in bh; 
a Grove; and Aſa deſtroy d her Idol and burnt it 
by the Brcok Kidron. No Relation nor Quality 
ſhould be regarded, when it cauſes the Diſhonour 
of God through Idolatry, Blaſphemy or other- 
wiſe. *'Tis a great Brand pur upon Rehoboam's 


Reign, and a high aggravation to his other Sins, þ; 


(c) There were alſo Sodomates m the Land, which to | 
hn | 
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, | his praiſe, Aſa his Grandlon took away, ard re- 
S | moved the Monuments of Idolatry ; for: (s) He (a) :Chre. 
+ | took away the Alters of the ſtrange Geds, ard the 14. 3, 45- 
, | bigh Places, and broke down the Images and cut 
d | down the Groves, Yet he went farther, for he com- 
* | manded Fudah to ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, 
= | arid to do the Law and the Commandments : Alſo be 
S, | rook away out of all the Cities of Fudah the high 
n | Places, and the Images. All this 1s by the Spiric 
n fof God called (b) that which was good and right in y, , 
1s febe Eyes of the Lord his God. Pious Kings nor 
Xt Jonly lerve God themſelves, but alſo take care ta 
8 [ſee their Subjects do ſo: And we find that when 
I fin Fudah there was a good King, the People was 
0 Falſo good, or ar leaſt reſtrain d from doing evil ; 
[ſo much were People influenced by Commands 
Tn fand Examples frem the Throne. A/a did not ferve 
tw fGod in vain, bur found the fruits and effects of his 
e- [Zeal, for 'ris added, (c) Therefore the Kingdom (C) v. 5, 
W fas quiet h ofore him. Whercby tis declared that 
In Jthe Reſt a! Qui-rneis of Kingdoms depends up- 
-9= Hon aboliihing Itclarry, ſerting up the rra2 Wor- 
n* [hip of f3od, and ſupprefiing all rhar is contrary 
ed ho Piery ; *r < fairher faic of him, (4) He had no 
he [7/:- in theſe Years, becauſe the Lord had given hing 
'e- Reſt: And by the Prophet Azarzah, God tyuld 
ad [lim <1 all utah the cauſe of ir. (e) The Lord (e) Chap. 
5 with you wilt yo! be with him : Bri tf ye forſihe Ba 
bm, he w..l 0k» rou. I has the quit 2nd gra- 
tous Goa ,ewardeun rhote Princes who jnake vie 
ff the Auiboricy he hath given them, to pro» 
ote his ;iJonour and Glory, This King wenr 
dn farther, for afrer 2 great Victory, (f He pa-, wv, 9 
er- Fhered ol Fudi: and Benjamin. nd they entred Foe a vc. 
ns ha Covcnin' tw feck the Lord Gud of their Fathers, | 
nS» with all their Heart and with all ther Soul ; that 
» t0 whoſoever would not ſeek the Lord God of gd 

| | l[Poutd 


(4) v. 6. 
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ſhould be put to death, whether ſmall or preat, 
whether Man or Wiman, Whereupon they tool an 
Oath, for they ſware unto the Lord, &c. aid all 
Fudah rejorced at the Oath, for they bad Sworn with- 
all their Hearts, and ſought him with thetr whole 
aeſire, and he was found of them, and the Lord 
gave them Reſt round about *: after great diſorders 
in matrers of Religion; what a happy Union 
of King and People towards a blefſed Reforma- 
tion? O that we might Here ſee the like in 
Parliament, where the King tncers with his Peo- 
ple in their Reprelenratives. Here among ©- 
ther great dinners, we have execrable Sodomites 
and Idolaters, not only thoſe who adore Riches, 


Honours and Pleatures, and in their hearts and 


practiſes make them their Gods, bur allo T- 
dolaters, thole who adore a piece of Bread, as 


they do God, and are not minded, tho con- | 


rrary to Divine Laws, and to thoſe of the 
Land. 

Aſa's Son, Fehoſhaphat, continued the Refor- 

(2) 1 Kin, mation, and Carried it further on; for (a) The 
=> 49: Remnant of the Sodomites which remained in the 
= his Father Aſa, he took out of the Land : 
(, C7. alſo (b) He took away the Groves cut of the Land, 
7" © prepared his Heart to ſeek God: Allo He: 
went out again thorough the People, from Beerſheba 
ro Mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the 
God of their Fathers : He not only would ſerve 
God, bur alſo took great care thar others ſhould 
(ie) Chad. do lo; and 'ri's wrirten of him, (c) He ſent Men 
17.7, $.9.29 teach in the Cities of Fudan ; For he knew it 
ro be in vain ro profeſs Religion, excepr ſuch 
were appointed who would inſtruct rhe People 
in the, ſame, and had power to remove all that 
is Contrary to Pijety, that is Men good in them- 
themſelves, and able ro do others good. 1 
with 
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wilh all Princes would by rhe Example of Feho- 
ſnaphat take notice how plentitully God reward- 
ech thole who terve hin 1n iruth and Sincerity : 
Thus they mighr ſee how much it conlifts even 
with their worldly Intereſt ro pertorm their 
Daty rowards God ; this Character Scripture 
gives of him, that (a) He ſought the Lord God of (4) v. 4.5: 


bus Father, and walked in his Commandinents 


therefore the Lord Eſtabliſhed the Kinzdom in bs 
hand, and all Fudah brought to Fehoſhaphat Preſents, 
and he had Riches and Honvur in abundance : Fur- 
thermore, (6) the fear of the Lord fel! upn all the - 
Kingdyms of the Lands that were romd about (9) V. 19. 
Fudah, ſo they made no War apainſt Fehoſhaphat : 
The Realoa 15 given, and tis this, (c) And the() , . 
Lord was with Fev:ſlphat 5 and why was Goa 
with aim? 'tis in the ſame Verie, becauſe he 
walked in the Firſt ways of hs Father David. So, 
is any Prince. defircus ro be at Peace at home 
and abroad, to have Riches and Honour in a- 
bundance ? Let him like Fehofhaphar walk in 
God's Commandinents, promore his Service; 
and enlarge the Kingdom of Chriſt, who is 
King of Kings, Lord of lords, and by whom 
Kings Reign. 

Bur as nothing 1s perfect in this World, fo 
thoſe two Kings wanted not their flavvs, tos not 
to ſpeak of their particular ones, as that of Aſa 
for relying on the King of $124, for which _ 
Hanans reproved and faid to him, (4) Herein fare 
thou haſt done fooliſhly, therefore from henceforth MITE? 
thou ſhalt have Wars as a Puniſhment, and allo 
becaule, (e) In his Diſeaſe he ſought not to the Lord, (e) v. 12. 
but to the Phyſicians : That of Feho{hophat was for 
f) joyning Afﬀmity with Ahab, and tor helping (/1 cy,y 


\/ 


him, which by a Prophet he was rebuked for, 1s. r. 
who went to incet the King, and ſaid ro him, 
M Ca) Frould(? 


et 


- 
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a)'/ "won! jt toou help the ungodly, and love them 
that 116 the Lord ? There was belides a common 
taulrt 1m botn, worle than the others which were 
periona!, and hindred not God's Work trom go- 
mg on; for tho they had done much for God's 
Service in the way ot Reformation, yet they 
did not enough, nut lo much as they ought and 
:Ight have done; tor both their Reigns are 


' branded with this, (6) But the high Places were 


not 1a%n awry ont of 1frael, This as to Aſa; as 


'to his Son, (c) rowbeir, the hinh Places were not 


taken away; which mighr partly be through 
wart of a tull Zeal in them, partly through the 
neglect of therr Officers, and partly through 
the Supe: Itjtion of the People ; becaule it 15 laid, 
for as jet the People had not prepared their hearts 
unto the Ged of their Fathers: However thoſe 
good Kings may not be deprived of a due 
commendation, for that only thing excepted, 
they went throuch the work of Reformation. 
O that we might bur fee here aCtually fome 
Anempts and Steps towards 1t. 

Hezekiah hath in Scripture the Character of a 


(4d) od Ring : He began his Reign with taking 


care of Religion, for he reformed the great and 
many abules crept into't during the ſeveral bad 
&eigns, berween Fehoſhophat's and his. Lis 
ſaid, (c) He did that which was right in the fight 
of the Lard _4ccording to all that David hn Father 
had dine, *Iis obſerved that he zn the Firſt year 
of 3s - in the Firſt Month, without delay, 
the Firſt thing be did, opened the Doors of the 
Houſe of the Lord ard repaired them 3 Which 1$ a 
remarkable Example for all Princes ; firſt of all 
ro ſettle rhe rrue Religion, and to procure that 
(God may be well ſerved. Bur this good King 
{topr not there, he reſtored the rrue Worſhip 
according, 
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according to God's Inititution, Adviſed, Exhort- 
ed and Commanded rhe Lewvircs and Prieſts to 
do their Duty about it: his own Dil:gence and 
| giving good Example 1s mentioned, for 'ris laid, 
| (2) He roſe early ani vathered the Rulers of the 
| City, and went up to the Houſe of the Lird, and (7) v.25. 
| what tney Went upon, was heartily, cheerfully, 
|| and ſpeedily pertormed, for *tis obſerved thar 


(b) the thing was done ſuddenly; the Reaſon is (4) ©, +50 
given, For God had prepared the People, Where- | 
* || at both King and People rejoiced, O that now 
| [| *Here God were pleaſed to prepare King's and 
| People's hearrs ta ſeek unto and ferve him: : 
| Bur I fear all our Minds and Hearts are fo 
, | crouded and affected with worldly thoughts and 
; || afteCtions, that there 1s hardlv room lefr tor hea- 
|| venly concerns, except our of his infinite good- 
nels, God be praciouſly pleaied ro mazke ir. 
, || Bur ler us hear what rhar pious and zealous 
King did; and I wiſh all Kings of che Earth, 
h were like him : He went on further jn rhe 
work of Reformation than his good Predecel- 
| |. fors had done, far he removcd all Monnu- 
ments of Idolatry, and every Ido) of Traloutie ; 
even the high Places which others before him 
| had not meddled with, for of him *ris Re- f, 
corded how (d) he removed the high Plices, and, __ j 
, the Images, and cut - wn the Groves, and brake Ps . | 


in pieces the brazen Serpent that Msſes had mads ; 
for unto thoſe days the Children of Iſra"! did bury; 


| Incenſe to it, and ke called it Nehiiſ\::an, thar 

1s a piece of Braſs, in couterpt, becauſe it had 

| been made a Tool of Idalatry 3 tho gr f&rit ir 
| kad by God's immediate and ſpecial Com- 4 
| mand been erected in the Wilderneſs, and M;- | | 
racles had been wrought by it : This he did, [| 
| and for this ſpecial Zeal of jis 16 every thing, 


obrain- 
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(a) V. 5:6. gbrained this Character, that (a) after him, 


F:- ty Po 
\OT 4 Clos 


= 
J. \- 8 
/ 


(c) 43. 1X. 


-. ws 


[ \ Y 
\ £4 } Crap. 
"+ T-. 


was no. like iim among all the Kings of Fus 
dai, 1. any tha! were before htm: And to ſhew 
that ll tis was acted in Siicerity and from 


his Heart. tis ſaid. be triiſted in the Lord God 


.\ 
4 


of Iſraer! and he clave tnto the Lord, and de- 
parted not from following im, but 1hept hi Com- 


mandments. He was no! content ro ſhew his 
Zeal in Fudah, within his Kingdora, bur allo 
invited others to do the like : Þ'o that purpole, 
'b) He ſent Letters to ai T'rael and Judah, and 
write Letters alſo to Epiraim and Manaſſen, that 
they ſhould come up to Ferulaiem to keep the Paſs- 
over 3 Which (c) many out of the other Tribes did. 
And tlie King, as alſo his Princes, gave the 
Congregation thouſands of Bullocks and Sheep; 
which liberality ſhews how Kings, Princes, and 
others whom God hath given means ro, ought 
readily to beſtow it upon his Service, and to 
enable orhers to do the hike : Bur to perfect 
whar had been ſo well begun, for in Religi- 
on there muſt be no trimming, nor doing 
things only by halves; *tis Recorded, {d) Now 
when all this was fmiſhed, all Tſrael that were 
preſent, went out to the Cities of Fudah, and 
broke the !1m-7es in pieces, and cut down the Groves, 
arc threw auwn the hiah Places out of all Fudih 
and Ronjamin, im Ephraim olſo and Manaſſeh, 
untiii hey had wctrevly deſtroyed them all, They 
began in Feryſaicn, and followed 1] the Coun- 
ty over, This Acad 1 fhall conclude with 
this romark, how God 1s graciouſly plc ated, 
plentitui'y ro reward rot: only in the World 
to come, bar alſo '» this, a fincere zeal for 
bis Honc.." and Serv.ce, as he cid ro Hezehkzab, 
ſor 'tis ſaid, (e) and the Lord was with him, and 
he proſpered whitherfoever he went forth. Fur- 

taermore. 
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thermore, (a) Hezekiah had exceeding much Riches (- Ys has 
and Henour, and he made himſelf Tre ares for 270.” 
Silver and for Gold, and for precious Stones, and © 
for Spice:, and for ſhuelds, and for all manner of 
pleaſant Fewels. &c. Let all Men take notice 
how there are Rewards for thole who pra- 
more God's Intereſt; and within their Station 
procure others to da fo, allo Puniſhmen:s for 
thoſe who do nor. 
In the Perſon of Foſiah, we have a pattern 
of a complear Reformer : There are ſuch ex- 
rraordinary circumitances relating to him, as 
make us look on him with acmrration ; ter by 77) 1 xs 
(b) a Propher, his Birth was foretold, his 13. 1. 2 
Name mentioned, and his zeal provhefi ed of, 
about 3oo . years before he was Byin : Then 
he was bur Eight years oid when he began to 
Reign; and thole render years of his, were in 
a high degree feafoned with Grace, for then 
'c) He began to ſeek the Ged of br Father David, (©) * Cr 
| TR 6 3 YO 34. |. GCC. 
and deciined neither to the rizbt hand vor to the 
left, Happy is the Country where fuch Kings 
are Born and Reign, who alloon as they . Sir 
npon the I hrone, rake care of Peligion, and 
to ſuppreſs Sin. The zeal of this good King, 
Scriprure fſers forth as an example to others, 10 
reach whar God requireth of them : When he 
was bur Sixteen years old, he ſhewed himſelf 
very zealous for the Glory of God, and when 
he was Twenty, he aboh ſhed idolatry, and 
reftured true Religion in Ferr/a/em and in Fur 
dais, and fo continued to do in the (4) Ciries (4; <. 6. 
of Manaſſeb, Ephraim, Simeon and Naplitals, 
which belonged nor to his Kingdom 3; and be- 
cauſe he would nor truſt others to Gg'r with- 
our him, this great Work, he would tee it done 
with his own Eves: For 'tis faid, (ce) They brake (2) v. 4 
dow: 
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d:wa the Altars of Baalim in his preſente, and 
the Imares that were on high above them, he cut 
aown, and the Groves, ad the carved Imapes, and 
molten Images he broke in pieces, and made auſt of 
of them, and ſlrowed it upm the Graves of thoſe 
that had facrificed unto them. The Altar mn 
Bethe! which Feroboam had builr, and the high 
pla:es he brake down, he defiled Topier, pur 
Gown the Chemarims or Idolatrous Prieſts, 
whom the Kings of Fudabh had ordained to 
burn Incenſe in the high Places : He brake 
Gown the Houſes of the Sodomites, and ſo we 
ray think he did of Baudy Houles, 1: there 
were any, for he aimed at a peneral Retor- 
(a) 2Kinz. mation, whereof we (a) read the particulars : 
C'ap. 22. How much grieved was he when he heard 
ant 23 the Words of the Law, ſeeing he thereupon 
rent his Clothes! This his rendernels of hearr, 
as of having humbled himſelf, the Lord rook 
(b) > Cy. notice off by rhe mouth of (5) H:ldah the Pro- 
34- 7. phereis. Now judge of the happinels of hav- 
ing pious Kings, by the good effects and con- 
{e quences rhereot, for not only they do ' good, 
bur by their example influence others ro do fo : 
Ofrer. the good King makes his Subjects good, 
Repis ad exemplum. many times rhe Pcople fol- 
lows the King's Example ; hence ir 1s that in 
Scripture we read that when the Kings werc 
food or Dad, the Subjects were commonly 
tuch as they, ſo like Prince like People, Be- 
cauſe {c) Foftab gave t9 tre Peopie of the Flick, 
oo. -2YP. Lamts and Kids, all for the Paſſover-offerins 5, to 
| "the mumber of Tiirty thouſand, and Three thou- 
Jand Bullocks, and ?*tis expreſſed, theſe were ou: 
of the King's Subſtance : $9 in the next verſe 
we read how that good example was follow- 
ed, and his Princes gave willingly unto the People, 
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to the Prieſts and to the Levites : And to thei 

immortal Praile, not only thcir pitts are ſpecifi- 
ed , bur allo the givers Names ate upon Record : 

Foſial's Princes were acted by the ſame Zeal, and 
they nor only worthipped God, bur helped others 
to do fo. 

Thele examples are inſifted upon, in hopes tha: 
ar this prelent Time, and 1n this Conjuncture 
when Sins overiiow, and there 18 a necctlity of 
a ſpeedy Reinedy, it will not be in vain : Net- 
ther can any jutt exceptions be taken againtt 
what I ſay ; for 'tis not I that ſpeak, but God; 
all is out of his holy Word. The Irumpet of 
$:on muſt Speak or Sound in the Langnage of 
S107 : DLAPpY thoſe who can unceritand the Laan- 
guage of Canaan ; tis a Bractous promile- aS a 
Blet! mg ro the Genres, (2) In that day ſh 


Canaan and Swear tothe Lerd of  Hojte. [ write 
as a Chriſtian, tor Chriſtiais abour :2e things of 
Chriſt ; therefore I lay atde human Reaſon, 
Wiidom, Conhiderations and Sule, ro br jos 
my {elf in Chrift's, that 13 Scriptural Phraſe, 


95 


1 Five (3) {ſat 
Cities zn the Land of Ez ypt ſpeak the Language of bw 


pleale God and not Men ; (4) for If I zer leaſed (b) Gal, 


Men, I ſhould nx? be the S:rvant cf Chr:{? : But 1. 
ple, withour diflinCtion of Perlons ro m ove Nen 
to Emulation and Godly jealoutie © ourt-do one 
another; and upon this, as upon every other 
occalion ro practile the Apoltles  extortation, 


(d) Mhatſoever ye do, do all to th: 


the People draw, whole carriage tie Supjects 
Eyes are fixed upon; and when the Trinces heart 
is affected with zea! tor God's Honour and Ser- 
vice, it commonly pafſeth upon and influencect 
the People whole Head he is. I hbercfore be 

ou! 


G:ory of God, (G) 2. 
Chiefly Rulers, who are publick Spriags, whence 7+ 


Io, 
my deſign is, it pollible atrer (c) God's Exam- (c/ Roz 


| 
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ſhould be careful of the way he leads them 
by, cither into Salvation or Deſtrustion. 

In the Chritttan Church allo, after many 
Perſecurions, Herehes and wicked practiles, God 
ralicd IJnitruments to do his Work, 1ſupprets 
Eirors, defend his People, and purge his Church 
of nororious Vices. Such were the Conjtantiney, 
the Theodo/inss, and other Chrittian Emperors 
whom God made Nurting Fathers to the Church : 
So 11 the latt Age, at the beginning of, and fince 
the Retormation trom the aboininations of the 
Romiſi: Church, fume P1OUS Princes 11 (ermany, 
and other Nortlcr> Countreys, and in {ome 
Southerly parts of Lucope, whole Names are t9 
their high Commencation Recorded in Hiſtory : 
And here, Pious vuung King Edward VI. never 
to be mention'd without Elogy, who for Zeal in 
his tender years, might have been compared to 
Foſiah, 1t God had been plealcd to have al- 
towed him a longer Life; ke npon all occati- 
ons expretied his Pietv and Abtorrency of Popiſl- 
Idolatry 3 befides thar, Provide:zce made this 
Conformity berween thole Two good Kings, 
both died young, One by the Sword, the other 
(as ſtrongly tuipected; by Poilon, Fofiah nor 
long betore the Deſtruction of Feryſalem and rhe 
Babylomian Caprivity : And Edward, juſt before 
the Judgment and violent Perſecution under 
Bloody Queen Mary, 


Commonly ſuch matrers as theſe, admir of 


neceſſary Cautions; thus when I was upon 
the point of Slander, (to which what I intend 
now to ſay, hath ſome affinity) I ſpake of ſome 
who under {pecious- prerenccs, as that they hare 
not the Perion, but the Hypocrilie, or luch other 
thing which they invent, do pur abutes upon 
others, and thus to ſatisfie their Hatred, Malice, 
R 2 = 
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| Revengefulneſs, or ſome other diſfordinare Pafſi- 


on, would bring in their falte accularions under 
the Name of the caule of God, and by theſe 
means impoſe upen imprudent and credulous 
Men, or ealily pertwaded thole that are as all dif- 
poſed as themſelves, whom Solomon lets this brand 


upon : A wicked deer gives heed to falſe lips, and a (a) Prov. 


lyar gives ear to a naughty tongue, for ſimils ſimilli | 
zaudet : Now in this place I muſt enter a Caveat 
which 1s this, T hat abour the great Work of Re- 
formation of Lite, Manners and other Abules, 
the Magiſtrates in the Execution of the Laws, 
mult be very Cautious how they receive Accuſa- 
tions and Informations from private Men againſt 
their Neighbour, ſpecially when the accuſed 
are for one quality or other Eminent above the 
Vulgar fort 3 thus the Apoſtle charges his diſci- 
ple, againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, 
but before two or three WitneſJes, They ought \-- 
not to believe every thing they hear, bur muſt * 


firſt endeavour to know who the accuſer is, 
and whether he is biafſed ; for in ſuch Caſes, 


{+ 4+ 


(9)! OO 


ſomerimes, (to ſpeak in the Apoſtles Words) falſe (c) G-. 
Brethren creep in privily to ſpie out occaſions of ** ©: 


doing miſchief, and avenging their grudges and 
quarrels ; ſelfiſh Men who would make God's 
Holy Name and Cauſe ſubſerviert ro their own 
ends : And if throngh their baſe way of Ca- 
lumniating, they gain their Point; they are pleaſ- 
ed with, and applaud themſelves int; and as 
the Prophe: faith, :hey rejoice and arc glad, there- 


(7) Haan 


fore they Sacrifice unto their Net, and burn Incenſe \| 5,15, 


unto their Drag : And like the Afſ»rian boaſt of 
the Miſchief which through the Credulouſneſs 
of others they have done ; and fay, by che ſtrengt/: 
of my hand 1 have done it, and by my wiſdom, fur 
IT am prudent : Therefore when you are about 
ſuppreſſing one evil, have a great care not 2 
ma 
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niake way for another . Hot headed and fiery 
Ion arc t9t proper Inftroments tor the work of 
Refyrmwion; they are titer to De'troy than to 
Build up, and commonly they will uſe means nor 
CO!LGUCING 10 the tfone End. Pur the manner of 
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private Men that are willing to promote UC 
work of  marion the more tO gain upor 
LIC SP1r1ts of Men, to make uſe only of Per- 
(walion, and lca ve the way Of comp lon for che 
Magittratcs, Whole S {Hs @ 1SIG {ccet! IG a= W502, Ip 
ecuted againſt bardued and ref fraftory | Oifen, s 
but ever 19 avoid bate aid tallc way's: | Bur W 10TH 
all 1s laid, Retormation 15 properly Tg PD 
W119 turns the hearts, diipolcs things and Pc 

and bleifſes means in order tot. 

Burt now to our Timcs, for we are more nearly 
concerned : The Nation is wholly overgrown 
with O11 11 Soul and Budy, we arc quite over- 
ipread with Luar Sviritual leprofie, fo rhat wt! 


\ = 
Leper we may well cry out, . {a) inci, Hue. ml fs EY 
And out of Goi's holy Word, thc CXPCTIEN cu of 
all Ages, a:ud of our Own, with a witnels we 1nay 
know the ſad ettedts and conſequences Of Sin, 
not only on the low Shrubs bur allv upon the ta” 
leſt Cedars [ can remember, (10 may many wore) 
how within L111 halt Century, God's Thund tholt 
hath. TN 11 Trvvic d1fieret deprecs, © Hiohes | TINS 
the Heads of ſeveral Cointrys ; 1 cat nam: 5x, 
nay Seven, whercot (a) one loft his lite, an 


his Son, his Kingdom, (c) another ivr 2 while loft 
his Ringdom, and was a long time beſieged 151 114 
Capital City 3 (d) Two others left their Crowns 
ng Country, not {0 willingly as th- ) would have 
had fe) fteemed to be, and went to Iravel in 


ed a Tus ookgh, . 4 a9 PANE one,” was: Þ-rant- 


Lo 


aA! wy 15S } DOT PET 11leqa | 1 11 his 
WEE > Chrittians, tho of different 
of :venth (s) Emperor of the Turks, Derthrone an 


1, Charles L.--(a) James MH; -(c)- Frederic. HI. - .*-01-Demark, 


/ } —_ Ae v Ms ws . = 7 : = * "ER #5 [ | ; £1 
(A) Chriſtina (2. of Sweden, died in Rowe. (c) jonn ai! 
. _ 33 TH Br La p Ts ts FB / Bk WESAITY #07 
Poland, died Avbot of vt. Germany im Pays. {f) Alon! 
\ \ . x 7 [ » 4 o 1 - 
j Or; US, (7) Malomer TY "oO DICICHE < $1, 9 
> Et 
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make way for another . Hot headed and fiery 
Men are tor proper Inftruments for the work of 
Reformation ; they are firter to Deftroy than to 
Build up, and commonly they will uſe means not 
coriduicing to the rrne End. Bur the manner of 
doing things Is that which Mcn fhould be very 
Caurious in ; 'tis not enough to do a good thing, 
bur it mult be well done, in a due manner, the 
{4ying 1s true, 
Prefint verba parum, profunt adverbia'multum. 
Non bona tam penſat, quam bene fitta Deus. 
Will yon gerrid of Slanderers, then frown upon 
them, for an angry Countenance driveth away a back 


biting tongue, Of elſe who can be ſafe ?' $7 1ccuſare 
[at ef f\ gui erit innocens ? A zeal for God s Glory 


is with lone nothing bur a prerence when 1t Dreaks 
the rules of Charity, withour which no true Piery : 
'Tis highly Cummendable' when fincere and real; 
bur withal it mn{t nor be inconfiderate, rather ac- 
ow ng ro knowledge, and | managed with mcekneſs 
i Chriſtian prudence, for {a} the Servant of the 
Lor, rd muſt he gentle to all Men,” Whar ſuch Men call 
Zcal 1s only an Effect of the violence and Unperub- 
ity of their ' Temper, a 2nd not 2 real defire of God 
Honour ; *tismore to pleaſe their paſſion than to 


ſerve God, When God appeared to El:j.1h, he'was' 
> nO! Ty the 7 b) great and ſtrong Wind. nor in rhe E nith- 


nike, nor 11 the Fire, but in rhe ft: frmnllVorce. God 
dorh fo when he comes'in rhe way of Mercy ; if 0+ 
therwiſe, tis in Judgment; and as God is Mercrful &% 
juſt, Men are commandacd tobe lo one to another: 
warm nn, — Per art tran! uilla poteſtas 
Quod oth ts RAHEE omoannhnd nm 
Saith a Latin Pocr ; Which is true, - therefore 
gentle 2nd fair means muſt be rry'd before you 
come to hard and roug}; ones, for they : He tu- 
atly Work UPON {ome Tcmpers when the con- 
trary do net; For this Reaſon 1 would: have 
priyate 
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private Men that are willing to promote. t| oe 
work of Reformation, the more to gain upon' 
the Spirits of Men, to make uſe only of per- 
[wahon, and leave the way of, compullion for che 
Magiſtrates, whole Office is to tee the Laws ex- 
ecuted againſt hardned and refractory O! EFT; 
but ever to avoid bale and falle ways. Bur when 
all 1s ſaid, Reformation 1s properly God's work, 

who turns the hearts, di{poles things and Perlons, 

and blefles means in order to'r, 

Bur now to our Times, for we are more ncarly 
concerned : The Nation is wholly overgrown 
with Sin in Soul and Body, we arc quite over- 
ipread with that Spiritual leprofie,ſo that wirh the : 
Leper we may well cry out, (a) unclean, unclean: by rh 
And out of God's holy Word, the experience of 
all Ages, and of our own, with a witneſs we tnay 
know the ſad ettc&ts and conſequences of Sin, 
not only. on the low Shrubs bur alto upon the ra- 
left Cedars, I can remember, {lo may many more) 
how within this halt Century, God's Thund:roolr 


- hath, rho in {ome different FERrerss lighted upor 


the Heads of ſeveral Countrys ; 1 can nain« 5:x, 
nay Seven, whereof (a) one loſt his life, and.b/ 
his Son, his Kingdom, (c); another for a while loft 
his Kingdom, and was a long time be! ieged 11 his 
ww 2X City 3 (d) Two others left their, Crowns 
and Country, not lo willingly as they would have 
had (e) ſeemed to be, and went to Travel aid d1- 
ed in Foreign parts ; (/) a Sixth one, was T ant 
ported out of his Kingdom, conhn'd in a 2rilvi 
and his Brother raiſed upo!1 his Throne : All theſe 
were Chriſtians, tho of different Per{waſtons ; the 


Seventh (2) Emperor of the Turks, Dethroned anc 


(a) Charles I. (2) James 1. (c) Fredcric II. KR. ot Denmark. 
(4) Chriſtina Q. of Sweden, died in Rowe. (e) John Caiimiir K, 0! 
Poland, died Abbot of St. Germain m Pars. (/) Altonfo 6. 
Portug al, (z) Mahomet TV. the preſent $Si/fr;7”; warher, 

2 FO 


190 The Trumpet in Sion. 
his Brother made his Succeſſor. God forbid I 


ſhould prerend to dive into God's Secrets, and af- 
fgn the particular Caules of theſe Judgments 3 
bur I may boldly ſay, Sin was the general One 3 
for except they had been Sinners, they ſhould 
have been no Sufferers 3 but ler this make us all 
adore and tremble at thoſe Effects of God's wile 
() P/a'. and juſt Providence. The great (a) God is ter- 
/*:'  rible to the Kings of the Earth, as well as to 0- 
ther Men : When 1r ſeems good unto him, he 
(5) Dan. can drive (b) Nebuchadnezzar from his Throne, 
F and make his dwelling among the Beaſts of the 
Field, till he had humbled himſelf before him, 
for the mojt High Ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, 
and pgivetch it to whomſoever he will ; herein the 
Pfalmiſt concurs with the Prophet when he ſaith, 
So. Pjac (c) God 15 the Fudge, he pulleth down one and ſetteth 
(4) King.up another. He hath Angels whereof (4) one can 
19.35. 87 one N:zght deſtroy an Hundred fourſcore and fros 
thouſand Men of Sennacharib's Army, and ſend him 


home to be killed by his Sons. The ſame God 


who then did, doth now Govern the World, 

and his Hand 1s not ſhortned, bur that he can 

ftill reach his Churches Enemies, yea, ſuch ones 

as in Cruelty and Falſneſs have outdone all the 
Nebuchadnezzars and Sennacheribs in the World ; 

and ſome wait to ſee whar in God's due time, 

will be the end of ſuch Pharaohs and Oppreflors 

as now are alive. When God chaſtiſeth Men, 

and his Arrows are faſt in them, they may and 

paſt own themſelves to be the Caule of it; and 

(e) Pſal. and with King David ſay, (ec) I will declare mine 
36. 19. amiquity, and will be ſorry for my Sin. Ir were 
well to fay and do ſo before the Judgment hath 
overtaken us; to prevent 1t therefore, bring forth 

f) Luke Fruits worthy of Repentance : We know the 
12.7, Doom of the fig Tree that bare no fruit, (f) cur 
3t down, why cumbreth it the Ground? For Three 

years 
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years he had been looking for fruit, but found 


none. God hath been waiting for fruit from 
ſome of us, not only Three but Thirty years 
and more, yer we are barren ſtill ; art the de- 
fire of the dreſler of rhe Vineyard, there is a re- 
pricve granted for a year longer, lord let it alone 
this year alſo, till I ſhall dig avout it and ding it, 
and if it bear not fruit, then after that thou ſhalt 
cut it down. As this 1s the Cate of many a par- 
ticular Man, fo it hath been, and is in general thar 
of the World : Thus i happened with the firit 
World, God for leveral years waited for fruir, 
bur finding none, ar laſt his patience being tired 
out, he brought the Flood upon rhe, and tho 
they had been forewarned a Hundred and rwwen- 
ry years betore ; yer, it took them unawares, for 


IOL 


they were cating and drinking, marryzio and giving (a) Matt. 
n marriage, and krew no: untal the Elo 1a came and + 38,39, 


took them all away : And juſt before the deftructi- 
on of Sodim, rwo Angels adviled Lot ro bring 
his Relations our of the I own, not ro be invol- 
ved in irs Ruin : Burt when Lot ſpake unto his 
Sons in Law, they would rake no warning, bur 
Lot ſeemed a; one that mecked unto bis Song in Law; 
bur they were {oon hurried away in that terrible 
Judgment. As for us doth nor our Saviour ſay, 
that the coming of the Sou of Man fr2all be &s it was 
in the days of Noah, unexpectedly ſhall ſurpriſe 
this World, as the other was; for we are come 
to the Fourth year, the laſt of the tryal ; the 
Firſt was from the Creation to the Flood, the 
Second from the Flood til) Moſes and the Law. 
wherein S2dom, Gemorrah, Admah, Jevoim and all 
the Plains were overthrown, the T-ird year 
from M-ſes or the Law, wherein the Seven Natt- 
ons were deſtroyed by the Chilren of Ijrac/, till 
che coming of Chriſt, the Fort from is tirft 
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to his (econd coming, when utter Kuin ſhall be- 
fall the zmpenitent and unbelicyers; let all Sin- 
ners mind this and tremble. 

And now O Sinner, 1 ipeak without any dr 
ſtinction of Pertons;3 I will try, and then try 
thy ict whether thou arr One of thole who 


(.. ] ATSC. FEOF ales arid 7 "Np emitent heart treaſu- 
reſt up tO! by feif wrath ao aint the dav of wrath,and 
revelition of the rightrous Judgement of God : Whe- 


ther thon halt (V) re widerſtanding daikned, be- 
ins alienated from tie ife "oj God through the 190= 


THHCC IA! 7. 7/1 thee. bee ate of tie vlindrefs 4 
thine heart, who as iny pj? feeling, hath given thy 


unto laſer oof 's, to work all uncieanneſs © 
Or whether 'tacre The in thee any thing of good 


I”iT. OVCY 


Nature, or rather of Grace, and fomerhing left 
of humanity: I hn nay be known 1t thou wilt 
; be "1094S 13012 the meditation of the Love of (c, 
Cir} %s pitch p TID th NO wlcdre : Conlider well how 


Our Of the motive af tart tree Love of his to thee 

arid] tome ; ho for a time parted with an infinite, 
un beak ibleoand incompreheniibleGlory, (d) which 
he bad 'n i together with rhe Farther. 
botor the World was : Attended by Millions of 
Millions of Angels waiting for his Commands. 


and who (e) dwelt in the Lizht which no Man cat. 


anproach wiroz all this he was content to leave, 
and {F) b-ins in the Form of God, thought it not rob- 
 bery to be equal with God, yet made himſelf of no 
Rovutation, and took, upom him the form of a Ser- 
vant 3 nay, became (9 a Worm and no Man, rhe 


reproach of Men , deſpiſed of the People. 


(ar hnman Natnre he rook upon him WI! 
all her infirmities, only Sin excepted ; for he waz 


hungry, thirſty, weary, forrowtul, and he wep:. 


He ofren was (/) laughed to ſcorn, contemned and 


. hatred by Men, not for any fault of his, for h: 


! 
q 
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had none ; but for thy yins and mince, which 
were the Fudas that berray him, the fer ond 
that acculed. the Pzlate thur Condemin'd, and the 
Souldiers that Cructica tun, the - thorns which 
fetched Blood our of his Sacred tteatt, the nails 
thar fixed him tro rhe Crais, pierced bis Hands 
and Feer, and the Spear which pierced his Side. 
O Sinner, © wretched tinner, © wicked and a- 
bomrrnable finner, 1 niay lay, cantt thou thok 
UPOn Jetus in his AgVANY, i WCAaLugp gOCal Crops 
of Blood, his Soul torrowful even unto death, 
and under fuch circumirances as was necciiary 
for an Angel to come cCown trom Heaven to 
comfort and Ng zen him ; cantt thou toe and 
be unconcerned at all th is - Thou f (CCL Dun HPDON 
the Crois praying tor thee. icantivg down his 
ctiead ro Kits, and itretching our his Arms to 
Emorace thee, and fhall not this work upon 
thin? heart * He came down to fave thee, and 
wilt thou damn thy {felt * tle came ro deffroy 
the work of the Devil, thar 1s Sin, and wilt 
thou in thine heart and botom receive, enter 
rain, cheriih . and preicr before hun that Enemy 
of his and of rhine: fo that rhon hatlt ro 
part with Chritt than veg thy Sin. O ftupen- 
dious blindneis an1 nets 3; by his Death” andt 
Patton he b: atlh delivers thez from the Curie of 
the Law, and of God's wrath ro coin. he lath 
tubdued all Fe Enemies, Death, the Grave 


and rhe Devil ; for as Chrift was vil! 

fied, fo Satan was invitblyv 3 he hart ot bs 
precious Blood reſcued thee roam the Bondage 
and power of [Sin 3 and wilt tho 10 


in i > Where is thy thankiuineis tr by wh 
hath done and tuffered 1 mic) 

thou wilr not come to LNy 210.1,OM IH 
o-2ve him thanks and ttocnour, tom tr 
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to his (eccond coming, when utter Ruin ſhall be- 
fall the tmpenitent and unbelicyers ; let all Sin- 
ners mind this and tremble. 

And now O Sinner, I ipeak- without any dtr- 
ſtinction of Pertons; I will try, and -then try 
thy ic!f whether thou art one of thole who 
(a) atter tl'y hardneſs and impenitent heart treaſu- 
reſt up to thy ſrif wrath anainſt the day of wrath,and 
revelution of the righteous Fudement of God : Whe- 
ther thou haſt (b) r17e underſtanding darkned, be- 
ing alienated From the life of God through the 1gno- 
rance that 1s in thee,” becauſe of the blindneſs of 
thine heart, who being paſt feeling, hath given thy 
foif over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs * 
Or whether there be in thee any thing of good 
Nature, or rather of Grace, and ſomething left 


o 


of humanity * This may be known it thou wilt 


. . ; £ ” . ? 
- be terious upon rhe meditation of the Love of (c, 


Chriſt which paſſeth knowleave : Conlider well how 
out of the motive of tiar tree Love of his ro thee 
and ro me; he for a time parted with an infinite, 
unipeakable and incomprehentibleGlory,(d) which 
he had in Heaven together with the Father, 
before the World was : Artended by Millions of 
Millions of Angels waiting for his Commands, 


,, and who (e) dwelt in the Light which no Man can 


approach wito; all this he was content to leave, 


and (f) being 7n the Form of God, thought it not rob- 
** bery to be equal with God, yet made himſelf of no 


Reputation, and took upon him the form of a Ser- 


' vant 3 nay, became (s) a Worm and no Man, the 


reproach of Men , deſpiſed of the People. 
Our human Nature he rook upon him with 
all her infirmities, only Sin excepred ; for he was 
hungry, thirſty, weary, forrowful, and he wept. 
He ofren was (i) laughed to ſcorn, contemned and 
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had none 5 bur for thy Sins and mine, which 
were the Fudas that berray'd him, the Fews thar 
that acculed, the Pzlate thar Condemn'd, and the 
Souldiers that Cruwuiticd him, __ thorns - which 
fetched Blood. :out of his Sacred Head, the nails 
thar fixed him to rhe Crois, pierced his Hands 
and Feer, and rhe Spear which pierced his Side. 
O Sinner, O wretched tinner, O wicked and a- 
bourtnable | finner, I may lay, canit thou ok 
upon Jetus in his Agony, {weating great drops 
of Blood, his Soul torrowful. even unto death, 
and under 1uch circumtrances as was neceitary 
for an Angel to come down trom Heaven ro 
comfort and: ftrenpthen him 3; cant{t thou {ec and 
be unconcerned-at all this 2 lhon icelt him upon 
the Croſs praying tor thee.. leaning down his 
Head ro Kits, and ſtretching our his Arms: to 
Embrace thee, and ſhall not this work upon 
thine heart'?. He came down to ſave thee, and 
wilt thou damn thy ſelf? He came ro deftr 

the work of the Devil, thar 1s Sin, and wilt 
thou in thine heart and bolom receive, enter- 
rain, cheriſh. and preter before him that Enemy 
of "ep and of rhine ; fo that rhon hadſt rather 
part with Chritt than with rby Sin. O ftupen- 
dious blindneis'and madnets ; by his Death” and 
Paffion he'bath delivered thes from the Curſe of 
the Law, and of God's wrativro come, he hath 
fabdued. all thine Enemies, Death, the Grave 
and the. Devil ; for as Chrift was vitib!ly Cri 
fied, fo Satan was invitibly 3 he hath thous his 
precious Blood re{cued thee trom the Bundage 
and power of 'vinh 3 and wilt thou 18] contin 
in it * Where 1s thy thankiuineis tro him who 
hath done and tufftered io mnch tor the? 2 35 
rhou wilr nor come ro thy 'clt irom thine het 
© give him! thanks and ttonour, thov arr 25 
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bad as the Devil, and worte than all other Crea- 
tures ; for wacn he was upon the Crols, the 
whole work 0i Creation was out of order, there 
was a great Earthquake, che Graves were open- 
ed, the yail of the Lemple was rent in the midſt, 
whole Na'ure put on a mourning Garment, the 
Jun was darkned, no light of the Moon or of 
,, The Stars, for there was a darkneſs tover all the 

(a) APoil- / 
nius Tya- Earth, which made a Heathen lay, (a) aut Deu; 
Neus. nature patitur, aut Mundi Machina diſſolvitur, 
Eirher the God of Nature doth ſuffer, which 
was true, or this World is come to an end : And 
thou canſt look upon a bleeding Feſus upon the 
Croſs, as unconcerned and with a heart harder 
than the very Rocks, which upon that occafion 
rent : Then prepare for Hell as thine own home 
and proper place, for deſtru&on x to the wicked, 
One look ot his upon Peter, having made him 
remember only one ot his Sins, did work fo 
much upon him, as that thereupon he went out 
and wept bitterly; the Centurion and they that 
were with him, when they ſaw the things thar 
were done, feared greatly, and all the People that 
were come togetber to ſee that fight, ſmote their 
Breaſt ; and canſt thou be the only ſpectator of 
the Sufferings he underwent for thy Sins, and not 


(»)70b. 31. 


J. 


thed for grief and forrow Tears of Repentance, 


and part with thy Sins 2 Then thou arr a Mon- 
fter in Nature. Know that thou canſt not keep 
both Sin and Chrift, Chriſt is in Heaven, where 
1510 Sin ; Sin ſhall for ever be in Hell, bur Chriſt 
nor, except it be 1n his Juſtice. 

Bur a thing which delerves our whole atren- 
t10n, thankfulneſs and admiration, and which 
adds an infinite value and merit ro our bleffed Sa- 
viours Actings and Sufferings is this, thar they 
were the Actings and Sufferings, not of a meer 


Man. 
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Man bur of a God, thod nor of thc Godlicad : 
It he had becn a bare Man, the obligation had 
been much interiour to what it is; bur the ſame 
Perion was God as well as Man, which makes 
all Franicendently more precious than other- 
wile 1t had been. God the Father did for our 
fins deliver his only begotren to death, and thar 
only Son voluntarily gave himlelt for us : O 
the exceeding riches of God's Grace in his kind- 
neſs towards us 3 The whole World can afford 
nothing to parallel with this; indeed the exam- 
ples of Abraham and Tjaac were Types of, bur 
nothing to it 3 tor what a compariſon can there 
be between Eternal, Almighty and infinite God, 
with a poor worm of the Earth, but duſt and 
aſhes, as he faid of himlelf? And what was T/aac, 
Aorahams Son to the Lord Jetus, Gad's Son? For 
he 1s amply, properly and abfolutely tuch; whicly 
fundamental Truth ro be confirmed in, I detire 
the Reader to take the following Scriprure Evt- 
dences wherein he 1s fo called, for I will omic 
10 occaſion to aflerr 1t. 

The firſt fort are immediately from Heaven 5 
upon this account the Angel Gabriel before our 
Saviour was conceived, ſaid of him to the Vir- 


vin, he ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt, and (a) Luke 
the Son of God. Bur art his Baptiſm in an Aurhen- 1. 32.” 
tick way, God the Farher declared him ſuch ”: 75 
from Heaven when this voice came thence, (5) Chap 
(b) Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleaſed. 3: 3? 


it is ſpoken in the Second Perton, which applies 
what we read of, Matt. 3. 17. where 'tis in the 
Third, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed, Confirmed in the Transfiguration, Chap, 
19.5: 

Another kind of Evidences, tho ſrom Hea- 


ven were upon Earth, Fobn Bapri/t raid of the 
oF: Lord 
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Chap. 5. 


33. 34. 
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(b) Cap, 


I, 49. 


(c) Chap. 
6 69. 


(hb) Luke 
4. 41, 
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Jeſus, (a) md I ſaw and bare Record that this ts 
the Sn of God 3 this Teſtimony our Lord, tho 
he receives not teſtimony from man, as he 
{aid. yet to condeſcend to the Fews unbelief, he 
appealed ro, bur chiefly ro his Father's Natha- 
niels words are another Evidence, (6b) Rabb:, 
thou art the Sonof God, thou art the Kang of I/- 
rael ; Obſerve how the Title King of Iiracl, ab- 
ſolutely taken is the tame as God of Ifrael. 1» 
this add Peter's Confteffion in his Name, and of 
the other Apoſtles, (c) I believe and (oblerve , 
are ſure, tlat thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God. Our blefſed Saviour, whoſe right 
ana prerogative 1s to bear Record of himlelf, 


- as he told the Fews, for (d) he knew whence he 


came and whither he went; 1n ſeveral places, as 
Foby 8. 42, and 1o. I ſaid I am the Son of God, 
Martha ſaid; (e) I believe that thou art the Chriſt, 
the Son of God. The end of St Fobn's writing his 


' Goſpel is, (f) that ye may believe that Feſus «x the 

Chriſt, the Son of God. Upon this Faith the Eu- 

7s 8. nuch was Baptized by Philip. fy I believe that 
n 


Feſus Chrifl is the Son of God : "A by this funda- 
mental Truth Paul after his Converſion began to 


. Preach the Goſpel, (þ) that he, Chriſt x the So 


of Ged ; other places I omir, theſe being ſufh- 
cient to confirm this fundamental and eſſential 
Truth of the Goſpel, that Jeſus is the Son of 
God, in a true and proper Senſe. 

We might bring in a third fort of Evidence, 
for not only Heaven and Earth, bur Hell alſo 
hath owned that Truth; for (h) the Devils them- 


| ſelves cry'd out and ſaid, thon art Chriſt the Son of 


God, The very Heathens ſaid no lets, for the 
Centurion and they that were with him, watch- 
ing Jeſus at his death, faid, (:) rruly thi was the 
Son of God : A Truth which no Carte, AO 

huld 
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Child of God will deny, afrer ſo many clear 
Proofs, 

This ſhort digrefſion: I have been put upon, 
afrer the peruſal of a moſt damnable Socinian 
Pamphler, of rwo whole Sheets, which is fallen 
into my hands fince this was under the Preſs, ir 
hath rwo Ticles, the firſt, A Dzalopue by way of 
Queſtions and Anſwers concerning the Deity : The 
lait, A brief, but clear Confutation of the DoRrine 
of the Trinity, ſtuffed with the quintefſence of 
diabolical and moſt abominable Impieties and 


Blaſphemies uſual with thar fort of Men, with 


Texts of Scriprure wrefted and miſapplied, 
with ſeveral impertinent Objections, which a- 


L07 


gain and again have been (a) anſwered and ex- (, ©, 
ploded. That wicked Spirit 1s reſtleſs ; neither Gailhar4 
Authoriry of Scripture, true Reaſon, nor Acts 9917? the 
of Parl:ament are able to quiet them, but they ac eo 
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will vent their venom, ſpiritual ignorance, and jan He. 
the gall of birrerneſs which is in them, againſt 77. 


the moſt Holy Trinity, and the Perſons of the 
Son and of the Haly Ghoſt, Fooliſh and crackr 


+ Men may be pitied, bur when the humour rurns 


into Rage and Fury, then mad Men ſhould be 
Chained up, to prevent their doing others miſ- 
chief. How often in this laſt part doth tharx 
helliſh Inſtrument prophane and rake God's Name 
in vain, with ſaying good God, when he ſpits in 
his Face, and curſes him in his heart ? But how 
much reaſon have we to cry out, good God, 
that ſuch horrid Blaſphemies which make Chri- 
ſtians hair ſtand on end, ſhould come abroad, 
and the Author go unpunithed ? 

Poor England, within rhy Bowels rhou haſt the 
two moſt curied things thar are or can be, and 
the moſt abominable ro God, Blaſphemy and 
Idolatry, wrapt up in Secinzaniſm and Popery : Ihe 


2 one 
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one denies the Lord that bought them, to be God 
as he 1s; the other, every day Crucities him, 
and with attributing to the Creature, that which 
belongs only ro the Creator, namely Diyine wor - 
ſhip, and ro forgive Sins, hath matched and con- 
centered Blaiphemy with Idolatry 3 thar Soctety 
under the notion of probability, doth admit of 
any, tho never fo abominable Doctrine, and un- 
der prerence of direttins the Hitention, receives 
all execrable practices ; yer this 1s known, ſeen 
and ſuffered ; bur tho Men do, God will nor. 
Bur as puniſhment is ried to the tail of Sin,God in 
his due time will make us ſmart for it : Are we 
thus reſcued from Popery, when by a detcitable 
rolleration or winking at, againſt rhe Laws of 
God, of the Land, and the Rules of true Po- 
Iicy, we are more than overgrown with it: I 
wiſh God doth not lay it ro the charge of the 
Government; is it poflible for Proteſtants to 


forget the cruel Canons of thc Councils of Late- 


zan and of Conſtance, and the Congregation in 
Rome. for the Propagation of their Faith, and the 
Extirpation of Herecachs, or can England forget 
bloody Mary's Reign, the barbarons Iriſh Mat- 
facre, which 1s {ſtill a bleeding, and whar of 
late, Fames would have been at, ro have de- 
{troyed the Northern Herefie, as Colman in his 
Lerters called the Proteſtant Religion : This 1s 
freſh in every ones memory 3 and there are upon 
Record the Injuftice and Crnelties practiſed in 
Bobemia, Sileſia, and Hungary; whar bloody 
perſecutions have formerly been, and now are 
acted in France, and in the Palatinate* Are we 
quite infatuated ® Have we forfeited common 
Senſe and Reaſon, that we leave a back Door 
open for Rome, ro pour in her Emitlaries upon, 
and ro blow rhe Fire of Diyifion among us ? 
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The Inland and bigs” Pricits, who come o- 
ver with all freedom, lay as many Mailes, and 
may be more than are Sermons every day preaci- 
ed in the City, and utc all potſible ineans t0 
undermine our Holy Religion and rhe Govern- 
ment too, tho it be nor minded, which is a 
great vin, and may happen to be ſoon tollowed 
with a heavy punithment : Bur I muſt return 
co my main defign, which rends ro periwad: 
Men ro leave vin and all, to pain Chriſt, ro 
Love, Fear, Honour and Obey him. 

Our of thele Conſiderations, let us all for God's 
fake and our own good, in our levera! Stations, 
do fomerhing for him, who hath done {0 much 
for us : Leave off, puniſh and ditr QUrage $11. 
Chriſt died for us, therefore for his {ike, (4) Let (2) Colo/e 
us mortifie our Memvers wich are upon Farth, For- 3+ 5: 
nication, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Aﬀcdion, evil 
Concupiſcence, &C. He as Crucinted tor us3 then 
ler our old Man and his deeds be Ctucified with 
him, never preferring ro plcate one Mewber, 
one Senſe. one Patiio! beiore him, who 15 all- 
together lovely. ought ro be the Cetirs of Our (6 romrgy; 
Souls, ad (b) He 15 the deſire af all Nati ms, and 25 7. 
(c) mighty to ſave that Strong Oac, our oi whom (Cc) jo. 
Caine forth Sweenels, called: i the L117 ol the 65 -< 7 
Tribe of Fudah, whom 11 the New. Tefiament we og | 
read of as transformed 'nto a f,amb, and fo all 
along atrer repreiented dy. a 1 Rn. 45 1!T had 
been flain, of whom way well De lat what We 
read of Sampſon, one of his Typ« (c) 4 e aead (o) Tids, 
which be flew at his death. were more tha they which 16. 3%. 
he flew in hs tlc. O tat | conla fo indoar this 
blefled Saviour ro rhe vouls of Mrn 2s to pre- 
vail with rhe proud for-his meckneſs fake, r9 
part with his Pride; with tne un-l-an, for Its 
holineſs lake. Witt his uncicannils; ard lo with 
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one denies the Lord that bought them, to be God 
as he is; the other, every day Crucities him, 
and with attributing to the Creature, that which 
belongs only ro the Creator, namely Divine wor - 
ſhip, and ro forgive Sins, hath matched and con- 
centered Blaſphemy with Idolatry 3 that Society 
under the notion of probability, doth admit of 
any, tho never ſo abominable Doctrine, and un- 
der prerence of direttins the Intention, receives 
all execrable practices; yer this is known, ſeen 
and fuffered ; bur tho Men do, God will nor. 
Bur as puniſhment is ried to the rail of Sin,God in 
his due time will make us {mart for it : Are we 
thus reſcued from Popery, when by a deteſtable 
tolleration or winking at, againſt the Laws of 
God, of the Land, and the Rules of true Po- 
Icy, we are more than overgrown with it: I 
wiſh God doth not lay ir to the charge of the 


Government; is it poflible for Proteſtants to 


forget the cruel Canons of the Conncils of Late- 
zan and of Conſtance, and the Congregation in 
Rome, for the Propagation of their Faith, and the 
Extirpation of Herecacks, or can England forger 
bloody Mary's Reign, the barbarous Ir:ifh Mat- 
facre, which 1s ſtill a bleeding, and whar of 
late, Fames would have been at, ro have de- 
ſtroyed the Northern Herefie, as Colman in his 
Letters called the Proteſtant Religion : This is 
freſh in every ones memory 3; and there are upon 
Record the Injuftice and Cruelties practiſed in 
Bobemia, Sileſia , and Hungary; what bloody 
perſecutions have formerly been, and now are 
acted in France, and in the Palatinate* Are we 
quite infatuated ? Have we forfeited common 
Senſe and Reaſon, that we leave a back Door 
open for Rome, ro pour in her Emitlaries upon, 
and to blow rhe Fire of Divifion among us ? 
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The Inland and Foreign Prieſts, who come o- 
ver with all freedom, ſay as many Maſles, and 
may be more thanare Sermons every day preach- 
ed in the Ciry, and ule all poſſible means ro 
undermine our Holy Religion and the Govern- 
ment too, tho it be nor minded, which is a 
great Sin, and may happen to be ſoon tollowed 
with a heavy puniſhmenr : Bur I muſt return 
co my main defign, which rends ro periwade 
Men ro leave Sin and all, to gain Chriſt, to 
Love, Fear, Honour and Obey him. 
Our of theſe Conſiderations, let us all for God's 
ſake and our own good, in our leveral Stations, 
do ſomerhing for him, who hath done fo much 
for us : Leave off, puniſh and diſcourage Sn. 
Chriſt died for us, therefore for his ſake, (a) Lon z) Colofe 
Us mortifie our Members wich are upon Earth, For- 3+ 5: 
nication, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Aﬀettion, evil 
Concupiſcence, &c. He was Crucified tor us3 then 
ler our old Man and his deeds be Crncified with 
him, never preferring ro plcate one Meinber, 
one Senſe, one Patilion before him, who 1s all- 
rogether lovely. ought ro be the detirc of Our (5) 1,17ga; 
Souls, as (b) He 15s the deſire e of all Natims, and 2 " OE. > 
(c) mighty to ſave thar Strong Oae, our of whom (c) Iſaz. 
came forth Sweenels, called. {d) the Lim of the © 1\ Rev 
Tribe of Fudah, whom in the New Teſtament we 55 
read of as transformed into a Lamb, and fo all 
along after repreiemed by a Lamb, as it had 
been flain, of whom may well 5s lai whar we 
read of Sampſon, one of his Types, (ec) the dead (e) 
which he flew at hi death, were more than they which 16, "30. 
he flew in hs life. O that I conld fo indear this 
blefled Saviour to rhe Souls of Men as to pre- 
vail with rhe proud for his meckneſs fake, ro 
part with his Pride; with the unclean, for his 
holineſs fake, with his uncleannels; and fo with 
every 
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every finner elle, ro part with his Sins in al 
kinds, or elſe relolve to loſe Chriſt for ever ; for 
Chriſt hath no Concord with Belial ; be not miſta- 
ken, God will be ſanctified either by, or on us 
all. 

[ſai. 5. The Song touching the Vineyard muſt be 
minded ; it was planted in a very fruitful Hill, 
fenced, the Stones gathered out of 1t, planted 
with the choiceſt Vine, a Tawer built in the 
midſt of it, and nothing wanting that labour and 
induſtry could atford ro improve 1t ;- yet after all 
this Care, inſtead of bringing forth Grapes, that | 
ungrateful Vineyard brought forth wild Grapes : | 
This is the lireral Senſe of the Parable, bur there | 
rhe Prophet declares the moral Senſe cf it; how | 
the houſe of Iſr4e! is the Vineyard of the Lord } 
of Hoſts, ro whoſe Judgement he refers the | 
Caſe, berwixt him and his Vineyard, ſo juſt and 
© plain it is againſt ir, and thereby ſers before | 
rheir Eyes their ingratitade and God's mercy. 
Now what the Apoftle ſaith, in another Caſe, ! 

(a) Rem. may well be applid ro this, (a) it was not writ- | 

"3. 24: 2en for hn fake alone, but for us alſo. Thus T may | 

fay, England, thou art the Vineyard, God hath | 
planted thee in a pleaſant and plentiful Country, 
thou haſt enjoyed the lighr and warmth of the | 
Sun, the former and rhe larter Rain, the upper | 
| and the nerher Springs, and all Blefſyngs from 
Heaven ; ver how barren of late, and now more 
than ever, are we under thoſe means of Grace ? 
inſtead of Grapes and Figs, bittce and ſowr Fruits; 
the Olive, Vine and Fig-trees are turned into 
Thorns, Bryars and Brambles : How plainly, 
abundantly and ploriouſly hath God's Word been 
Preached here, I dare ſay, more, at leaſt as 
much as in any other Country ſince the coming 
of Chriſt ; but what fruits of Repentance, Faith, 
Charity, 
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Charity, Holinels, and Juſtice have we brought 
forth 2 Now the generality 1s quite degeverared, 
and God hath as much caule ro ſay to us, as he 
did ro the Houle of {ſr.ie!, {a) I looked for Fudg- (3) Iſai. 
ment, but behold Oppreſſion, for Righteouſneſs, but 5- 7 
bel,old a Cry : Moſt, 1t not all follow the imagr 
nation of their evil Hearr, we are over head 
and cars in Sin ; and whar the Apoſtle taith of 
(b) the whole World, we may tay the molt part (4) 5,, 
of the Nation l/yeth, and is ſuftered to lie ni x. 1y. 
wickedneſs: This ſhould mike us afraid of the 
Vineyards doom, (c) I will tell zou what I will do _ 
to my Vine)ard, 1 will take away the Heape there- (c) m1, 
of, and it ſhail be eaten up, and break aown the 2 
Wall thereof, and! it ſhall be trodden down, and [ 
will lay it waſte, :t ſhall not be pruned, nor digged, 
but there ſhall come up Briars and Thorns 3 1 will 
alſo command the Clouds that they Rain not upon it. 
Thar 1s, he will withdraw his Graces. The 
Navy is England's Hedge and Wall, which of 
lare hath been Totrering, and hath not appear «» 
ed with that Glory, Vigour atid Strength as it 
did formerly 3 whereby we lie more than ever 
open to an Enemy ; and the fear and danger of 
it is upon many : So there are Dangers, Fears, 
and Judgments, and we ſhould remember the 
Flood, how, of io many Millions in the old 
World, only Eight Perſons eſcaped drowning z 
and of Sodom, Gomorrah, and rhe other wicked 
Towns, only Lot and his Two Daughters were 
faved from that ſignal Judgment. And if God 
was pleaſed after the War, to fend Plague, Fa- 
mine, and other grievous Judgments upon us, 
beſides that of Sin, which we are overflown with, 
and we ſhould ſay, (a) wherefore doth the Lord cur (d) Ter 
God all theſe things unt» us ? Then ſhait thou ans 5" | 
ſwer, like as ye have forſaken me, and ſerved ſirange 
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Goms 111 Elk Land, [o foal Fe [ere ſiranzers 22 PF 
Land thit is wt yours : AS 1f he had laid, as you 
have done againit me, 10 thall ze be againſt you, 
and your punithment ſhall be of the ſame nature 
as your $:11 hath been 3 wherein the Propher tore- 
tells thor Captivity 3 and have not many 0: us 
inttead 01. God, ſerved the 1491s of their ambi- 
tion, pleatures and riches, and forlaken Piecy, 
Virtue and true Honour? Are we not puity of 
ne Ike Sins as was the Houte of 1ſrae/, which 
te Propher mentions, with a (a) Foe unro them 
that 11/e up early in the Morning tat they may fol- 
low ſtrom? Drink that eominne nail Nieght, till the 


' Wine inflame them, and (b) that are mighty to 


drink Wine, and Men of ſiren2th to mingle ſtrong 
Drink: 15 not this the Cale here 2 is not drun- 


20. kennets an Epidemical Sin, again, (c) who call 


evil grad, and good cuz! 5 that put dirkneſs for light, 
and. lin: for Larkueh ; bitter for ſweet, and facet 


for batter ; that are wife in th:ir own Eyes, and 


prudent in their own ſight 3 wiicy juſtifie the wick- 
ed for Reward, and take aw 'Y the r1ohteoufnefs of 
the YLTDICONMS from him. Doth not cvery thing 
here reack ſome of us * Bur in the ſame Chaprer 
the Propher adds, the Hirp and the Viol, the Tas 
bret and Pzpe, and Vine are in their Feaſts 5; but 
mark what tollows, as a mighty aggravation, 
but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither 
ennfider the operation of 11s hands 3 an ctfect where- 
ot 15, trerefore my People are gone anto Captivity : 
Bur thar which 1s worle and damnable, therefore 
He!l hath enlarged her ſeif and opened her mouth; 
without meaſure. It w were bur the Grave, ir 
were enough to terrifie Men from fuch rhings, 
and 11 v. 2.4, 25. 26, we read of further Judg- 
ments very terrible, with a th2reſore, ro thew 
they are rhe ftruims of their Sins 3 Which ſhould 
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make us all fear and ireinble. They are God's 
own Words to tae fare People, to us as well as 
to Ira!, (a) Fear ye nit me ſaith the Lord, will (a) Jer. 5, 
Je r:ct tremble at my Preſence © It ye do nor, I will 2*- 
make you before i have done : For all theſe 
ſudgments which ye teel, my anger 1s not turn- 
cd away, bur my haiid 1s ſtretched out (&111, 

Not long before his death, oſha gathered (2) Joſh. 
the People 10 pur them in mind of what God had + 
done for them, to repreſent unto them their 
Dury, and gave them a ftrict charge about 1t, in 
a remarkable circumitance, {b; he 200k 4 preat (5) v.26. 
Stone and ſet it up there, ard ſaid belsld thy Stone *7: 
ſhall be a Witneſs unto us, for it hath heard all the 
words of the Lord. God vever wanteth Witnciles, 
and rather than fail, the very Stones ſhall ſpeak : 
However, he often is pleaſed to make uſe of weak 
Inſtruments, whoſe Teſtimony 1s nor to be re- 
jected when they ſpeak in his Name, and our 
of his own Word : As for me who am cone 10 
an Age wherein I have little to hope for, defire, 
or fear from Men, and tho' I had, I would a!- 
ways Fear God rather than Men ; therefore be- 
ing inſtructed by ſome experience, which my God 
hath given me of his gracious and wiſe Proyi- 
dence, do now upon this nice and important con- 
juncture, give in wy Evidence for God, anil a 
terious warning to all Sinners in the Land; I 
begin with, and ſpeak to my elf firſt, as the 
chief of Sinners, then 10 King, Parliznents, 
Judges, Magiſtrates, Clergymen, and others, of 
all Conditions, Apes, Relations and Projection: 
whailoever, as at the laſt and terrible day we 
ſhall anſwer ro God, every one Within our re- 
ſpective Stations, as much as in us lieth, to en- 
courage and promote Piety, and Virtue, to dif- 
countenance, puniſh and ſuppreſs Error and Vice, 
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and let every one begin with himſelf in his own 
Perion. or &lle, I deuounce God's terrible and in- 
tallible [Judgments upon you and upon me, and 
theſe lines of mine thall upon occaſion, if we ne- 
plect our Dury, be Evidences againſt you and 
againlt me; this 1s neither time nor thing ta 
Hlatrer, or to dally with, for (a) there is wrath 
gone out from the Lord, tbe plap ue 1 begun 3 - there- 
fore, hear that faithtul Servant of God, Moſes, 
as ſpeaking ro you,(b) ſee, T have this day fer before 
thee, life and death, good arid evil, light and dark- 
neſs, Heaven and Hell, Chritt and Sin, chule 
well, and be wile unto valvartion 3 TI have broughr 
and laid a looking Glats before all, wherein e- 
very one may ſee himſelf ; therefore make a right 
ulc of 1t; as much as I could, I made whar I 
faid ro reach all : I hope none that is good will 
take 11l whar I write ; as for the bad, and im- 
pemitent, [ neither intend nor care to pleaſe chem, 
truth doth offend ſome, who thereupon hard- 
en themlclves, others are better for hearing it, 
and mend ? rheſe will thank God for the occa- 
lion he attords them ro learn by being told, ro 
the other in Pauls words, I lay, (c) am I there- 


fore become your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the truth 5 


bur know, I wil! not betray it for any Man's 
lake. 

Our Sins are many, great and frequent, and 
God's hand 1s litred up againſt us, therefore let e- 
very anc, Prince and Subject, High and Low, 
Rich and Poor, Man and Woman, Young and 
Old, mend and repent, and in his place do his 
duty, or elle, (d, prepare to meet thy God O Iſrael, It 
not in the way of Repentance, in thar of his 
Jndgments, which I am atraid are hanging over 
our heads, at leaſt we have caule to think ſo ; 
therefore hear ye the ſound of the Frumpee, 
anc 
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and know the meaning of it ; learn and be wiſe, 
for thereby God doth invite us all to repenr, 
and to mind his work and Service, which is Ho- 
nourable, Glorious and Profitable : But if blow- 
ing the TIrumper in Sen cannot do with, bur be 
neglected by Men, then (a) the Lord alſo ſh:a!l roare (7) Toe! 
out of Sion, nay, hath already roared, and if A pl 
(b) the Lion hath roared, who will not fear ? *Tis S. - 
| 4 Terrible voice which denouncerh Judgments, 
and thundereth Threatnings, and if yer by this, 
Men will not be awaked from their Sins, then, 
at that (c) preat, and very terrible day of the Lord, (c , Joel 2, 
at latt they ſhall come our of their Graves, wo. 
ſuffer the puniſhment due ro their impenitence 
J and unbelief, when {c) the Lord himſelf ſhall des (£)1 Tref: 

fcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the woice of © 
J the Archangel, and with the Trumpet of God. 

May the great God, our moſt gracious Fa- 
ther, be pleaſed ro prevent us with Temporal 
bleflings, ro continue with Spiritual, and ro end 
with Eternal, by the merits and mediation of 
his only begotten Son, our blefled Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, through the powertul 
working of the Holy Ghoſt, in one molt fim- 
ple and undivided Godhead, three Perfons, Co- 
efſential in Nature, Co-eternal in Time, and 
Co-cqual in Power, tro whom be, by every Crea- 
ture rendred as moſt due, all Honour, Glory, 
Power, Majeſty and Dominion, now, and for 
evermore, Amen. 
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Fow Tratts; 1, A ſhort Niſcorſc bout Divorce 
ard its Cauſes, Fornicition and Adultery. 2. A 
Che to Tudges, Furies, and Witneſſes conce! ning 
Oaths. 3. tout Intant Baptiſm. 4. 4 Leiter to 4 
Lady who hath forſaken the Proteſtant Religion 7or 
the Remith, The 2. Edition 
I'ree Thoughts, in Defence of a Future State as 
diſcoverable by natural Reaſon, and ſiripi of ail Sur 
perſtitions appendazes, Demonſtrating againſt ihe 
nomimal Deiſts, that the confider.1tton of Futiire Aa- 
vantages 15 4 jiſt motive to Virtue, of Futrire lofs and 
miſery, a powerful ard becoming reſtraint of Vice, 
With occaſional Remarks on a Bo k Tt;tuied, an 
enquiry concerning Virtue, and a Refut.:tion of the 
revived Hylyzoiciſm of Democintus and Leucippus. 
A compleat Hiſtory or Survey of all the diſpenſati- 
ons and methods of Religion. from the beginning of 
ehe World. to the conſummation of all thinss, asre- 
preſented in the Old and New Teſtament, ſhewing 
the ſeveral Reaſo1:s and Deligns of thoſe different Ad- 
miniſtrations, and the wiſdim avd goodneſ of God in 
the Governmen! of by Churc!), through all the Hges of 
It, in which alſo the Op:mion of Dr. Spencer con- 
cerning the Jewiſh Rights and Sacrifices is examined, 
and the certainty of the Chriſtian Religion demon- 
ſirated, the Cavils of the Deiſts, &c. By John 
Edwards, Ce. D. 


TEENS 8) wy GAS % w. 5. UW 9: ve = Yo 7. SEES 7 oo (3%, on SOT” a a” 


